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“But when did either of you .... 
walking the road.... 


Last month, for some reason that 
seemed important at the time, the Editor 
climbed onto his Editor’s soapbox, and 
danced all over the current sporter class 
fiacso. With that out of his system and the 
craving for infammatory rhetoric now sated, 
things will return to more peaceful, con- 
ciliatory, subjects. 

The columnist ranks grow by three 
additions this month, to the dismay of our 
printer, who has to figure out how he is 
going to set up the new columnist listings 

. .inacolumn listing that is already filled. 
A mundane matter we shall leave to that 
worthy, talented gentleman, while we of the 
nobility deal with more weighty matters 
more in keeping with our skills. Any modest 
improvement in the magazine that has 
taken place is the result of a group of 
dedicated individuals whose unpaid input 
has regularly graced our pages. Without the 
input of the Rick Hornbecks and Mike 
Walkers, the Seely Maskers and Geo 
Fullmers, the Bob Peases, and Harold 
Broughtons. . . . we would have to go back 
to a 20 page magazine. 

We have also, in the last year or so, seen 
the rise of a secondary level of contributor 

. those who do not choose to think of 
themselves as writers, but who none the 
less, when asked a question, will reply in 
depth, giving the benefits of their thoughts 
and their experiences to our readership. 
Again, unpaid; but virtually all done for the 
sport and for the concept of selfless sharing 
of what they think, and what they know. 
Allie Euber is a fine example of this second 
tier. If | were to ask Allie to write an oc- 
casional article for us, he would go all to 
pieces on me, and do his best to convince 
me that he could barely spell his name, and 
that he dropped out of second grade to go 
to work. BUT .... ask Allie a question, a 
specific question on a specific matter ... . 
while letting him know that there will be 
other replies as well (So his reply is not 
sitting there, all alone in a cold, friendless 
world). . . .and the reply goes on six pages 

. all thoughtful, articulate input. 

Be they columnists, or contributors, 
gentlemen, | thank you. The resurrection of 
Precision Shooting magazine has been 
accomplished by no single individual; rather 
it is the input and contribution of many 
individuals. Thanks, fellas. 

To the columnist ranks (Columnist, 
dammit .... not communist), kicking, 
screaming, and protesting loudly . . . . three 
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EDITORIAL 


more additions. All with proper titles of 
course. 

NICK YOUNG ‘‘Wildcats of the 
Confederacy’. Nick is an enthusiastic 
wildcatter and experimenter, who has seen 
the sun come up over a few rifle ranges in 
his day. A likeable, enjoyable sort, who will 
be called upon to explain the Southern 
Viewpoint on the matter at hand, from time 
to time. 

GEZA NAGY is not a wildcatter, but 
rather one who will stubbornly return to the 
practice range again and yet again, to prove 
(if only to himself) or disprove some ballistic 
theory. And when Mr. Nagy finds a days 
conditions to be to his liking, Mr. Nagy can 
be a mighty tough customer to finish ahead 
of in the day’s aggregate. 

JOHN BUNCH ‘'.308 is a beautiful fig- 
ure’. Another Texan (yes, yes | know; we 
now have 421 Texan columnists). Another 
wildcatter. John goes back a long way in our 
game. He dropped out for a while, but now 
he’s back, and playing with .30 caliber 
again. And since the Editor has always been 
a closet .308 freak, | (and many others) are 
glad that whatever stroke of sanity con- 
vinced John to leave benchrest .... has 
now passed, and he has returned to 
scheming and dreaming. . . . allin.308 size, 
of course. 


Flannel Cleaning Patches 
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2” Rounds . 
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Hart Brass-core inches (1 (1 doz.) 
22 Caliber . 

6 mm. Caliber 

7 mm. Caliber 

30 Caliber 


Marksmans Chelow 4 4 oz. bottle 
J.&B. Bore Cleaning Compound 2 oz. jar $ 
Sweets 7.62 Solvent 


Barts Slippery Stuff, 
Super bolt lube in plastic syringe ........... 


Match Primers (per 1000) 
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Remington 7¥%2. . 


Powder (8 pound caddy only) 
Hodgdon H4198 - H322 - H4895 - H4831 .... 
T-322, T-4895 ... $ 


Barrels 
Hart Stainless Steel Match 
Atkinson Stainless Steel Match 


Bedding Material 
H-S Precision Bisonite Kit .............. 
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Steel $ 8.50 
Aluminum $ 7.90 
H-S Precision Acu-Bed kit $ 4.80 


Vise-jaw pads . $ 13.95 


go out in the middle of the day.... 
looking for gods .... 


or 


The Crock of Gold 
James Stephens 


LESSEE, what interesting tid-bits have | 
stumbled over recently. 

The best firearms book that | have read 
in recent days is the good-sized auto- 
biography of the late Elmer Keith, ‘‘Hell, | 
Was There’. Trying to quote from memory 
Ken Warner’s obituary tribute to Elmer in 
Gun Digest, | recall the closing line as being 
on the order of ‘‘He married the school- 
teacher, he sired a son, and he shot the 
elephant’. The 300 plus page hardcover 
book makes great reading .... my only 
regret is not having purchased it from 
Elmer, autographed of course, while he was 
still alive. The book costs $19.50, plus 
$2.50 shipping from Cherrys, 1041 S. 
Oakwood Ave., Geneseo, Illinois 61254. 

If you are really into a love affair with the 
Model 1903 Springfield, Wolfe Publishing 
Co., Inc. (P.O. Box 3030, Prescott, Arizona 
86302) has just published a soft cover book 
of about 400 pages entitled ‘‘Manufacture 
of the model 1903 Springfield Service 
Rifle’. There are hundreds of original 
drawings of Springfield parts and manu- 
facturing machinery. Price is $19.50; it’s dry 
reading if you are not a Springfield en- 
thusiast . . . . but if you are one who sleeps 
with his Springfield pin on his jamees, you'll 
love it. 

Continued on next page 


Leupold Scopes 

6X Compact with AO Hunter Class Special 
6X with AO, with target adjustments; 

Dot and/or fine crosshairs 


Bullets (box of 100) 
Berger Bullets, flat base 52 gr. 22 cal. ....... $ 9.00 
Rubright bullets on Simonson die - Flat Base or 

Boat Tail - 62¥gr., 65gr., 68gr. 


Federal Match Brass 
.22 Caliber ... 
.308 Caliber . 


McMillan Sivoke 
Fiberglass 

Graphite .. ie 
Tuller Sand Bags sets $16.50, singles $ 10.50 


Kleiman No Fores Action Wrenob/ Getre} 
vise..... $ 75.00 


$124.95 


Keystone Supply is the East Coast distributor for H-S Precision 
products. If you are interested in an item not listed above please 
call or write. Include payment with your order and add $3.00 for 
shipping in the continental U.S. Any excess postage will be 
refunded. Residents of Pa. please add 6% sales tax. An F.F.L. 
is required for out of state shipment of bullets, powder, primers 
and cases. Prices subject to change without notice. 


Rigs 


Roger A. Gower 
R.D. #1 Box 363 / Effort, Pa. 18330 
Phone 215-681-4306 after 6 p.m. 


EDITORIAL 
Continued from page 3 


KEITH FRANCIS has joined JGS Die & 
Machine, in Coos Bay, Oregon, in charge 
of quality control. Keith was one of the great 
chamber reamer makers in his day .... 
some highly critical blankety-blanks ranked 
him right up there with Red Elliott, and if you 
know anything about reamers .... you’re 
now at the top strata of that world. The late 
Ted Boughton ads all used to say “‘match 
grade chambering, with tools by Keith 
Francis, of Talent, Oregon’’. When 
someone as critical and fussy as Ted 
Boughton chose to say not only that Keith 
Francis made his reamers, but specified 
“Talent, Oregon” .... just to make it 
DARN SPECIFIC who he was talking about 
.... the guy had to be pretty passin’ fair at 
his trade. Nice to have Keith Francis back 
with us .... sure wish we could call Red 
Elliott back, too. But Red is further away. 

At any benchrest match, you’ll see the 
vast majority of the shooters using 
Marksman’s Choice for their barrel 
cleaning. No more. Now, now, don’t get 
excited. Because of some half-baked legal 
technicality, they've had to change the 
product’s name to SHOOTERS CHOICE. 
The parent company is now VENCO In- 
dustries. Not to worry, it’s still Sal Venti- 
miglia and his crew. Sal told me in a recent 
discussion that his Southern distributor 
was jubilant over the name change. Why? 
Because all the locals would study the 
bottle label, down at the gun shop, and 
reflectively say ‘‘aw, heck, | ain’t no 


MARKSMAN .... and put it back. The 
fellow theorizes that now that it says 
“SHOOTER” .... They should no longer 
feel that it’s out of their league. See their ad 
in this issue. 

You may have noticed a new block-ad in 
the March issue. DAN LILJA, of Plains, 
Montana has purchased the barrel making 
business of Don Judd, and is now making 
button rifled barrels in stainless steel or 
chrome-moly. 

Down in Texas, Speedy Gonzalez is 
making match grade bullets in .30 caliber in 
110 and 135 grains. As | understand things 
Speedy and Frank Wilson cleaned up a 
recent hunter class match down there with 
those 110 grainers .... Speedy tells me 
that the lack of recoil is almost eerie. With 
John Bunch back into benchrest, and the 
Editor just getting delivery of his first 
Aardvark, Speedy will probably come out of 
this a wealthy man. Speedy’s address is on 
page two if you want some. 

We continue to solicit manuscript con- 
tributions from our readers. We continue to 
be enthusiastic about wildcats, and enjoy 
publishing reports on them. Don’t hesitate 
to send us in a report of your left-handed 
monkey wrench, or whatever. 

And if wildcats interest you, lay in a 
goodly supply of beer, and keep the easy 
chair reserved. Next issue is going to be a 
wildcat issue. And we promise that you will 
get a lot out of it. 


Precision 


CHAMBERING REAMERS 


Professional Quality 


Nearly 500 standard caliber & popular wildcat reamers in stock 
* Immediate Shipment « 


Custom Specials — 30 days (or less) delivery 
%k** Computerized Prints Furnished *** 


Standard & custom headspace gauges 


All types of piloted form tools — including 25° counterbore 
for new Rem. bolt replacement ! ! 


DIE & MACHINE 


Precision Tool Manufacturing 


1141P So. Sumner Rd. 


“The Reamer People” 
VISA or 
MasterCard 
accepted 


Coos Bay, Oregon 97420 


1-503-267-4331 


Jim Northum 


Dear Dave 

| have been reading, with a good deal of 
interest, the series of articles in Precision 
Shooting dealing with bullet seating depth. 
The articles have been informative and 
somewhat amusing as to the number of 
ways to “‘skin the cat’’ so to speak. 

My comments deal not with seating 
depth but with the seating die itself; more 
specifically with where the seating die stem 
contacts the ogive of the bullet. The seating 
dies | have used (Wilsons and one custom 
job) all contact the bullet fairly near the tip. 
It seems that the seating die stem should 
contact the ogive at exactly the point which 
will contact the lands in the barrel. This 
would assure the same seating depth, in 
relation to the lands, for any length or shape 
of bullet within reason. Changing bullets or 
bullet lot could be done without going 
through the hassle of determining seating 
depth for each since the bullet would be 
seated by the ‘‘land diameter’’ point on the 
ogive. Of course, the initial seating depth 
would have to be determined by any one of 
numerous methods. Bullet alignment in the 


Needless to say, this is not to scale. It would take 
some nice lathe work to bring a die like this off, 
but it might be fun to try. 
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case should be as accurate as with current 
dies. 

Such a die might be a machinist’s 
nightmare to design and produce, but many 
of the tool and die types seem to thrive on 
such things and as you know shooters will 
stop. at nothng to do something better or 
differently anyway. 

The enclosed attempted drawing is my 
idea of what | think | have in mind. Guess 
it could be called the Ogive to Land Seating 
System or some such thing. Anyway, 
thought you or some of your machinist 
friends might find it interesting, amusing or 
something! 

Guess | had better go and do something 
constructive and useful for a change. Good 
shooting and keep up the good work. 

Needless to say, this is not to scale. It 
would take some nice lathe work to bring 
a die like this off, but it might be fun to try. 


Editor’s Response 


Dear Jim, 
| thank you for a letter of insight and 


interest. | am planning to print it in the April ' 


issue. 

The point that you raise... . that really, 
we are sort of seating to the tip, rather than 
the ogive .... is seemingly quite valid. 
Although | am one of the most un-me- 
chanical people that the Good Lord ever put 
on earth, this point has troubled me for 
some time now. | know that bullets, even 
the best custom bullets, vary a bit in length. 
If a shooter is trying to seat, for instance, 
just touching the lands . . . . the variation in 
bullet length may cause some to be a bit into 
the lands, and others missing that by a bit. 
| finally selected Bob White’s method (as 
described in P.S.) as making the most 
sense to me .... you seat the bullet 
sufficiently far out that, with a loose neck 
fit, the rifling moves the bullet back as you 
close the bolt handle. It seems to me that 
this should produce some element of 
consistency in this area. Certainly it re- 
moves any sort of dependency on bullet 
length variations. 

There will be at least one other letter on 
the subject in the April issue. It’s an in- 
teresting field for conjecture . . . .and we'll 
print them, and see what our readers have 
to say on the subject. I’m sure that we will 
draw some response .... some of these 
guys have surely thought about this subject 
matter before we did. 
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GUN CASES & SAFES 

Alco Alum. Sgl. Rifle Case 48x9x4.......... 
Gun Guard 101 Hard Case, 48x9x4............. 
Gun Guard 202 Hard Case, 52 x 114 x 4. ‘s 


ACCESSORIES 


Bill Hall Bolt Holster............... 

Hart Front Rests... 20.0.0... cece cece cece e ee 

Hart Rest, Competition Top Kit 

MTM Caseguard 50 Cartridge Boxes 

MTM A 760 Shooters Accessory Box 

Silencio 71 Ear Muffs, liquid filled 

Sinclair Competition Top for Wichita i 

Speedy Sand Bags ............ Front $8.06... Rear $ 13.05 

Wichita Rests 00.00... Cast Iron $ 79.95 

ACTIONS & TRIGGERS ‘ 

Hall Stainless Steel Std. Action .................. $560.00 ji 

Hall Stainless Steel Big Action.................... $660.00 ji 

Hart 2 02. Trigger... 00. $ 87.65 ji I 

Shaleni 2 00. Tails sisev ns sen sg ave nce oo awa vs $ 79.50 Redding Full Length Sizing Die (press type) ........... $ 21.00 

BARRELS ansehen a eg Ue SO 

Hert'S:S: Mateh! Bartel sis ccnicsie cu! sted caw. sepctan. ca $192.00 Sinclair Primer Pocket Cleaner . . . 

McMillan S.S. Match Barrel... 02.22 $197.95 Sinclair Primer Pocket Uniformer 

Shilen S.S. Select Match Barrel, 6 Groove ............ $199.50 Sinclair Neck Turner, less Mand 

BRASS Sinclair Mandrel (specify call 

Sako .220 Russian (PPC) Cases ................ ea. $ 50 ‘Sinclair am hragg gt an ae 

Federal .222 Nickel Match Cases, Box of 20.......... $ 4.64 Seek Coe lee T amtC or PC 

Federal .308, Nickel Match Cases, Box of 20.......... $ 6.36 ome Conn Tine ppeegiics Mis 

BULLETS Case Holder 

Earp 22 cal. 52g Match, Box of 100................ $ 10.00 Wilson Full Length Resizing Die 

Earp 6mm 35g Match, Box of 100................. $ 11.00 Wilson Bullet Seater... eee 

Matzger 22 cal. 52g Match, Box of 100............. $ 10.00 Wilson Neck Sizing Die - less bushing 

Metzger 6mm 62, 68 or 70g Match, Box of 100....... $ 11.00 Bushing........... 

Watson 22 cal. 52g Match, Box of 100 ............. $ 10.63 POWDER 

wn 245 eh BOD $1 a 8, 3, AEDT 

Sierra 30 cal. 1689 International, Box of 100.......... $ 12.41 ‘eiweara <r e teen 

BULLET MAKING Hodgdon H-4198, H-322, H-4895, H-4831 1 Ib. $ 11.56 

JA .22 cal x 705 Match Jackets ..0....00....... 5 ib. $ 54.43 

J-4 6mm x 750 or 825 Match Jackets .. Me Hodgdon H-335, BLC(2), H-380.............. 1 Ib. $ 11.40 

Sierra 22 x 705 Match Jackets... .... 5 Ib. $ 54.40, 8 Ib. $ 84.94 

Sierra 6mm x 740 or 810 Match Jackets . Be s Winchester 748 0... eee 1 Ib. $ 11.14 

Sierra 30 x 1 150 Match Jackets................. i 8 Ib. $ 84.74 

Avil Lead Wire 3/16” or 15/84” 25 Ib. PRIMERS 

MIM Fleet Gulet;Baxas, 22 OF OW. 5522 Semiegse Federal 205M or 210M Match Primers - 1M.......... $ 14.80 

CLEANING EQUIPMENT Federal Standard Rifle or Pistol Primers - 1M.......... $ 10.99 

Bruno Special Brass Core Bronze Brushes, 
22, 6mm, 7mm or 30 cal. ............. dozen, $ 8.50 SCOPES : 

theta Wille Bel Wiles snc: a ceceemec eden: $ 9.95 Leupold 36X............. Crosshair $261.91... Dot $275.71 

Hart Patches: Lymn BOE iics discs eons sine spy bo any Riko aleeN« $177.29 
‘To Tear ae ee BET $ 6.56 Lyman 35XLWBR o.oo ccc ee _.. $263.49 
500 - 6MM 


Hoppe’s No. 9 Solvent - pint $4.47, quart $7. $ 4.95 
Jackson Cleaning Rod Caddy _. $101.50 
Marksmans Choice No. 7, 4 oz bottle ............... $ 4.75 _. $137.50 
ATM B06 CiNIE  5.5i.isc05s buscar a nada b Aeohaes Tego. Kee $ 3.63 _ $115.00 
Parker-Hale 22/6mm 37” Rod .................... $ 13.80 
Parker-Hale 22/6mm 44” Rod .................... $ 14.87 
Parker-Hale 30 cal. 37” Rod .. 02.0... cece eee eee $ 13.80 
Parker-Hale Brush Adapter............0.......000. $ 2.15 
Parker-Hale Extra Jag... 2.26.06 $ 1.75 
Rig, -+P Bolt Lug Grease... 5.52 cece eee een ene $ 3.00 
Sinclair Action Cleaning Tool ..................... $ 8.95 
Swoets 7.62 Solvent, 8 oz. .................0005 $ 5.25 


Above items are regularly in stock for immediate delivery. Please send payment with order, and include enough for 
shipping charges - we refund overage. Minimum order $10.00. FFL required for bullets, primers, cases or powder 
shipped out-of-state. Prices subject to change without notice. Write for our complete price list. 


FOWLER 
SHOOTERS’ SUPPLY 


Dealers - send signed copy 
of your FFL and sales tax 
certificate (in Texas) for 
our confidential dealer 
price list. 


P.O. Box 6421 - Midland, Texas 79701 
Phone - 915-563-4341 (In Texas) 
Toll Free - 800-351-1466 (other 47 States) 


LIVING PROOF 


You know that quality and value are 
the result of wisdom and experience. 
Now the accumulated wisdom of three 
generations of family tradition is pass- 
ed along to you in articles, photo- 
graphs and stories that every hand- 
loader —from beginner to seasoned 
veteran — will find valuable. 


Handloading takes special care and 
respect for what you’re doing. That’s 
why everything you need to know 
about loading ammunition is 
presented in Hodgdon Powder 
Data Manual No. 24. The format 
makes for easy reading and the infor- 
mation is technically perfect. 


The living proof of the Hodgdon 
Company’s commitment to quality is 
our customers themselves. Pick up a 
copy of Hodgdon’s Data Manual No. 
24 and prove it for yourself. 


Available from your favorite fire- 
arms dealer. 


Send me copies of Hodgdon’s 
Powder Data Manual No. 24 @ 12.50 each. 

Name 
Address 
City State 


HODGDON POWDER CO. 


6231 Robinson, Shawnee Mission. Kansas 66202 


_ Zip 


6 


VERN JUENKE 


Dear Dave, 

The thought struck me that your readers 
might be interested in the results of some 
testing of bullets and cases that | have been 
doing with the ICC (Internal Concentricity 
Comparator). 

The basic ICC was reviewed in the 
February 1984 issue of P.S. by Rick 
Hornbeck. | recently made up an ICC 
Electronic Comparator that was fitted with 
amotor drive unit. The rotational speed was 
about 4 seconds per revolution. This was 
on the low speed setting. The high speed 
setting rotates about two seconds per 
revolution. | further gilded the lily by rigging 
up a chart recorder. 

Chart #1 herewith is the chart recorder 
readout of some typical cartridge cases. All 
measurements were taken at the same 
place, just forward of the solid head. This 
is the critical area for stretch variations to 
occur. 

Case wall thickness variations run about 
.0006” per small chart division, or about 
.004” for case #1, which has a readout of 
seven divisions. 

So that you will have some handle on the 
items tested, case #1 is a 6x47 case of 
domestic manufacture. Case #2 is a .222 
case of different domestic manufacture. 
Case #3 really surprised me; it is a RWS 
5.6x50R, which could be a real benchrest 


CHART #1 
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sleeper. This is the German version of the 
.222 Magnum, only 3 MM longer. As | recall, 
Jon Leu wrote this one up in Rifle Magazine 
a few years back, when Fred Sinclair was 
trying to find a cartridge to compete with the 
6 PPC; Fred had necked it up to 6 MM at 
the time. Case #4 is the Sako .220 
Russian; which proves here just why it 
shoots as well as it does. 

Chart #2 is the chart recorder readout of 
some typical jacketed bullets. The chart 
reading labeled ‘‘S’’ is the shank 
measurement, taken at the center of the 
shank area. The chart reading labeled ‘‘O”’ 
is the ogive measurement, taken about 
halfway up the ogive. 

If the shank area measures fairly low in 
readout, and the ogive shows a higher 
readout, it could indicate folds in the jacket 
when the bullet was formed. Even though 
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CHART #2 
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the bullet was made with a good quality 
jacket, the un-uniform folds could still cause 
a considerable un-balance of the bullet. 

Due to the fact that the lead core in the 
bullet shunts the detection field of the ICC 
unit somewhat, the variations in the bullet 
jacket wall thickness are greater than in- 
dicated. Thickness variations run about 
.001 per small chart division. 

Bullet #1 is a domestic .30 caliber, 190 
grain match boat-tail bullet. Bullet #2 is a 
.270 caliber, 130 grain boat-tail hunting 
bullet. And bullet #3 is another bullet from 
the same box as bullet #2. 
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LEFT THE RANGE 


ALANGERMAN. This one hurts personally. 
AP.S. Columnist has left for quieter ranges. 
Al Angerman, of Wilmington, Delaware, 
passed away peacefully in his sleep on 
March 3rd, after a long illness. Al was one 
who gave more to benchrest, much more 
than he took out. If | called Al Angerman and 
related that we needed to know how many 
left-handed Ethiopians had been in the top 
twenty in all the NBRSA and IBS Nationals 
. ... anybody in their right mind would have 
hung up without a reply . . . . but Al wasn’t 
that way . . . . different sort of fellow that he 
was....he was flattered to be asked... . 
glad to be called on to make a contribution 
to the sport. When the NBRSA-IBS split 
occurred, Al was one of the few who were 
able to rise above the squabbles and 
factionalism. It was his sport, the shooters 
were his friends, and little things such as a 
political schism were not really too 
important. In a letter to the Editor a while 
back, when making his point that as far as 
being the historian for the two Halls of 
Fame, he occupied no official position, he 
used the phrase ‘‘the presidents of the two 
organizations that | have attempted to 
serve ....’’ and that phrase is a good 
summary of Al Angerman’s position in the 
sport of benchrest .... “I have .... at- 
tempted to serve ....’’ Gentlemen, the 
NBRSA, the IBS, and P.S. Magazine are 
indeed diminished tonight. We have lost one 
who, in his own words ‘‘attempted to 
serve’. Many of us will miss the gentleman. 


WALLY WATTS, a Texas benchrest 
shooter and prolific experimenter, passed 
away, at Mineral Wells, Texas in February. 
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First Choice 
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DGA Single Shot Actions 
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DGA/BP Single Shot Actions 
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DGA/BP-S Single Shot Actions 
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TRIGGER 


The fully adjustable Shilen Competition Trigger 
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ble-free and consistent performance. Equally 
important, the Shilen Competition Trigger is 
recommended by the craftsmen who build win- 
ners. It is competitively priced — and readily 
available from factory inventory! 


BARRELS 


Shilen Select Match Grade barrels enjoy a 
world-wide reputation for quality. As a result 
they are the first choice of some of the most 
successful competitive shooters in the world. 
Caliber Available Twists 
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Information on Shilen Rifles products for competitive 
shooters is available, no charge: Specify ‘‘Competi- 
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explained in our 16 page catalog, available for $2.00. 


SHILEN RIFLES, INC. 


205 Metro Park Blvd. e Ennis, Texas 75119 
(214) 875-5318 
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Dear Dave: 

| dug out the material | have on the 
CHeetah last evening after you called 
(nobody else asks me to write for their 
magazine), and | will try to get something 
written up this weekend. The material | have 
on the CHeetah indicates that some of the 
ballistic information in circulation was more 
the result of squeezing a grape than 
squeezing a trigger, but | will gladly pass it 
along. And | will include some insights as to 
why some gunsmiths (namely the one | used 
to work for) have stayed away from 
chambering for the cartridge. 

All of this renewed interest in a cartridge 
which would hopefully improve the per- 
formance of the PPC is great. As we were 
discussing on the telephone last night, the 
‘magic’ of benchrest shooting seems to be 
gone for the time being. In my younger days, 
benchrest shooters were THE SPEAR- 
HEAD of firearms development. Today, it 
seems, we have a growing bunch of 
shooters who are interested only in honing 
their own skills to the point of beng able to 
win tournaments at this level or that. New 
ideas need to be tested under competitive 
conditions to assess their merit, and we 


JON LEU 


seem to have a growing body of shooters 
who don’t have the balls to lose a rifle match 
for the sake of learning something. 

The renewed interest in the new-old 
(what else can you call a return to the 
Donaldson Wasp) cases is not, however, 
without some pitfalls. In the first place, I’ve 
wondered — given today’s levels of ac- 
curacy — how we are going to know when 
we have made a move in the right direction. 
When rifles and shooters are capable of 
shooting aggregates in the teens, the 
magnitude of improvements is bound to 
become smaller. Potential improvements 
could very easily be ‘“‘missed’’ because we 
don’t have the facilities to test them ade- 
quately. Benchrest has to be entering its 
Golden Era, and it’s bound to be both a 
rewarding and a frustrating time. 

With all of this interest today in ‘‘the 
perfect case,’ what do we do about those 
variables such as primers and powder over 
which we have no control? Again, the fa- 
cilities to test theories are lacking. Wouldn’t 
it be great if we could interest the likes of 
Remington, Winchester, Hornady, Sierra, 
et. al., with their tunnels and rail guns and 
PRESSURE TESTING EQUIPMENT in 


INTEGRAL SCOPE MOUNTING SYSTEM 
FOR BENCH REST RIFLES. 


am 5M FIBERGLASS STOCKS WITH GREATLY 
IMPROVED DESIGN AND SURFACE FINISH. 


qm §=COMPLETE MANUFACTURING & ENGINEERING FACILITIES 
FOR THE COMPETETIVE SHOOTER. 


R&M PRECISION 


197 SHREWSBURY ST. 


HOLDEN, MA. 01520 


BOB ADAMOWICZ 
TEL. 617-829-9568 


really getting involved in this accuracy 
question? How much accuracy improve- 
ment can | expect if | use this gadget or 
that? The answer is, | dunno! In theory, the 
more we make this case like these cases, 
the better our accuracy will be. Again, with 
accuracy levels where they are now, how 
do we test? How do we KNOW? 

Too, just what the hell do we know about 
barrels? Can you name a single barrel 
maker who will guarantee that his barrel 
number one will shoot better than his barrel 
number two which is the next to come off 
the machine? Lee Andrews of Helena, 
Montana, called me a while back with the 
results of a little experiment. Lee tested two 
rifles, both chambered for the 6mm PPC 
and both of which had performed well in 
competition. One of these barrels was very 
forgiving in the area of bullet seating depth. 
The other was very critical. This has been 
reported over and over in the pages of P-S, 
but why does it happen? 

As you well know, we have made great 
strides of late in the area of bore cleaning. 
We all go around saying that a barrel has 
to be clean to shoot to its potential, etc., 
etc., etc. Who has taken the time to learn 
just what the hell fouling is, how it accu- 
mulates in a barrel, how its effect varies 
from this powder to that, how many rounds 
can be fired through a barrel before there 
is a measurable accumulation of fouling 
which will affect accuracy? 

| sometimes wonder if we aren’t taking 
too many of the basics for granted, if we 
aren't trying to learn how to run before we 
learn how to walk. 

But it’s all great fun. Trying to learn 
something, even if we fall on our face in the 
process, is certainly better than just sitting 
back and accepting the status quo. It’s 
really refreshing to see an increasing 
number of benchrest shooters who are 
interested enough to at least try to put the 
sport back into that ‘‘spearhead”’ position 
that it held in years past. 

All in all, we seem to be rolling in a full 
circle. The Remington BR and, to a lesser 
degree, the PPC can be traced back to the 
mid to late 40s. So can the notion of bushing 
primer pockets. There’s no question that 
the Donaldson Wasp came out of the same 
era. But who among us is going to be ‘‘first”’ 
to return to experimenting with flash tubes 
of varying lengths? 

Again, thanks for taking the time to call. 
And for giving me the excuse to do a bit of 
writing. 

Best regards, 
Jon 
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There seems to be two rather distinct 
schools of thought when it comes to the art 
of gamesmanship. The first of these tells us, 
“It matters not whether you win or lose, it’s 
how you play the game.” The second tells 
us, ‘‘Winning isn’t everything, it’s the ONLY 
thing.” For the past decade or so, there has 
been a lot of the latter type of thinking in the 
sport of benchrest. 

Shortly after the first of the year | was 
talking to a shooter-friend who lives in New 
Mexico. Some, I’m sure, will feel this fellow 
has been breathing too much thin, mountain 
air in combination with the fumes of 
smokeless powder and cleaning solvents, 
but his thoughts were interesting. More as 
an aside than anything, he asked about the 
availability of PPC brass. When | suggested 
it would likely be available again in late 
February or March, he began expressing a 
bit of displeasure. 

“It would,” he said, “‘be nice if we could 
be without the stuff for a little while longer. 
The lack of readily-available PPC cases has 
seemingly renewed some interest in the 
search for a cartridge which might prove to 
be even better than the PPC. That’s been 
sort of refreshing to me.’’ Come to think of 
it, the last few issues of PRECISION 
SHOOTING have carried more than their 
usual share of articles and letters about new 
cartridge experiments. And, for arefreshing 
change, not all of them have come from the 
Hunter Class shooters. 

It's been a while since the pre-Ye Olde 
Editor attempted to stir the collective 
thinking of benchrest shooters everywhere 
with his torrent of articles proposing the 
“Cruiser Class’ rifle. Things haven't 
changed much in terms of meaningful 
classes in today’s benchrest shooting. If 
anything, the 6mm PPC cartridge, has, in 
the days since Dave was touting the Cruiser 
Class idea, gone even further in making 
benchrest a one-gun-for-all-classes sport. 
A person certainly can’t fault the merits of 
the PPC, but we’re still lacking the breath 
of fresh air which might rekindle some 
interests in benchrest shooting. 

In addition to Dave’s Cruiser Class 
suggestion, there have been a number of 
other ideas proposed which would do away 
with the obvious duplicity of the Light 
Varmint and Sporter Classes. From a cost 
standpoint, this duplicity is great for the 
beginning shooter. The new shooter can be 
competitive in all classes with the building 
of a Sporter Class rifle. On the other hand, 
this duplicity which is so beneficial to the 
beginning or cost-conscious shooter, has 
had a decided dampening effect on the 
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MAGNUS OPUS 


by Jon Leu 


experimental 
benchrest. 

One idea has been to limit the Light 
Varmint Class rifle to 22 caliber. While this 
would end the duplicity of the two classes, 
it certainly would not initiate much in the 
way of creative thinking in benchrest 
shooting circles. What we would see would 
be a bunch of barrels chambered for the 22 
PPC or its shortened variations — perhaps 
with a sprinkling of fast-twist barrels to 
handle the heavier 22 caliber bullets which 
seem to be coming into style these days. 

Some of the other alternatives have in- 
cluded raising the caliber requirement for 
the Sporter Class rifle to .25 (which would 
spur interest in the development of new 
bullets and, possibly, cartridges), a 
reduction in the allowable weight of the 
Sporter Class rifle (which would increase 
recoil factors and quite likely spur some 
original thinking to bring accuracy levels 
back to where they presently are), or to put 
some sort of a capacity requirement on the 
Sporter Class which would still allow the 
use of 6mm bullets but force shooters away 
from the 6mm PPC as THE Sporter Class 
cartridge. Again, increasing the capacity of 
the case would increase recoil and very 
likely have an adverse effect, in the 
beginning, on accuracy. 

There is perhaps, yet another alternative 
which might be more far reaching in its 
effect on the sport of benchrest shooting. 
One which would, hopefully, introduce more 
shooters to the sport of accuracy shooting. 
This change would involve substituting a 
modified form of the present Hunter Class 
rifle for the Sporter and creating a second 
division of the Hunter Class. 

With their fiberglass stocks, custom 
barrels, and two-ounce triggers lacking a 
safety, today’s Hunter Class benchrest rifle 
resembles a hunting gun about as much as 
Ye Olde Editor shoots like Don Geraci. 
(Editor: Please don’t write to me, and tell me 
to stop picking on Jon Leu. He is quite 
capable of defending himself). These are 
very specialized — and expensive — 
pieces of equipment. Requirements for a 
functioning two-round magazine are a 
seemingly overlooked throwback to an 
earlier time and serve no useful purpose 
other than to keep the shooter from using 
a stiffer, closed-bottom action. 

If we were to substitute the present 
Hunter Class rifle — along with a provision 
for the 3-inch forearm — for the Sporter 
Class rifle, there would be a mandated end 
to the duplicity of the Light Varmint and 
Sporter Classes. The magazine require- 


(i.e., learning) side of 


ment could be left in the rule book, but a 
provision could be made for the use of a 
glued in loading ramp such as that made by 
Davidson (a modification which is per- 
formed on bunches of varmint hunting 
rifles). Fitted with a telescope of unlimited 
power, this rifle would become the Sporter 
Class rifle. Fitted with a telescope limited to 
no more than the present 6 power, the same 
rifle could be termed a ‘‘Hunter/Varmint 
Class’’ rifle. 

Since there are all sort of single shot 
hunting and varmint rifles, why require a 
magazine? But if we were to restrict the 
action choice(s) to those which were 
originally manufactured to accept a 
magazine, we would block a move toward 
the custom action in this class. 

The ‘‘Sporter - Hunter/Varmint Class’’ 
combination rifle could be supplemented by 
the addition of a ‘‘Production Hunter’ Class 
which would not allow extensive mod- 
ification of the rifle. This would, hopefully, 
have the effect of introducing new shooters 
to the sport. Shooters who either can’t 
afford the present rifles or those who want 
to ‘‘test the waters’’ of competitive shooting 
without investing an arm and a leg in 
equipment could do so without being 
penalized. The production class idea has 
seemingly worked well for the handgun 
silhouette shooters and the Cast Bullet 
Association, and there’s no reason it can’t 
work equally well in benchrest shooting. 
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STU HARVEY 


Dear Dave, 

Your article on Ted Boughton and the 
222'2 in the Februry issue was, as you said, 
a nostalgia trip .. . . but it made as inter- 
esting reading in 1985 as it did back in 1971. 

The 222% could shoot like crazy, back 
in 1971, and | personally feel that it is fully 
capable of cleaning a few clocks still... . 
today. This was the chambering of the first 
benchrest rifle | ever owned, and | won 
many matches with it in the early 1960’s in 
its original form . . .. Weber action, Canjar 
trigger, Hart barrel, Lyman Super Target- 
spot scope, and my own handmade wood 
stock. 

It was rechambered twice, each time 
keeping the 222% chamber, it was 
rebedded in glass, and later acquired a 
Redfield 24X scope and after each one of 
those changes, it perked right up, and 
started driving tacks again. 

Red Elliott made a specific 222% 
chambering reamer for me about twelve 
years ago; | never really subscribed to the 
popular way of ‘“‘running a 222 reamer in 
deeper’. My Elliott reamer cuts a tight 
chamber in both the neck and body areas. 

About a year ago | got the idea that | 
wanted to rebuild this old war-horse, and 
apply some of the more modern tricks and 
developments in the accuracy game, and 
see what my favorite rifle, Old Reliable, 
could do with a facelift. 

| started off with a new Hart 24 inch 
barrel, chambered with the Elliott 2222 
reamer, which has a .246 neck diameter. 

This time around | glued my Weber 
varmint action into my carefully bedded 
wood stock, and | used my Redfield 24X 
scope. 

| had always selected brass just as Ted 
Boughton did; | completely agree with his 
belief that if the neck was ‘‘out’’, the whole 
case body wall was non-concentric. | still 
believe this today, and | have proved it to 
my satisfaction with my electronic wall 
thickness tester, (or 1.C.C.). Today | use the 
1.C.C. by Vern Juenke, of Accuracy Den (in 
Reno, Nevada) to select all my brass for 
every gun that | shoot. 

With my 222% rejuvenation project, | 
hand selected fifteen cases from the best 


Lens Covers for Leupold 
& Lyman Scopes 
fits all Leupold scopes with A.O. 
$4.00 plus 40¢ postage per pair 


Send M.O. or Cashiers Check to: 
P & M SHOOTERS SUPPLY 
R.R. 3 Box 177 
Madison, South Dakota 57042 


that | had available; these were supplied 
some time go by Herters, and were made 
in Sweden. The cases were chosen by 
using the 1.C.C., and were within .001 wall 
concentricity. 

The first match that | entered was aheavy 
varmint class match on April 14th, 1984; 
this match was reported on in the January 
1985 issue of P.S. My equipment was not 
reported on, since | did not win the grand. 
But | certainly gave it the old college try; | 
won the 100 yard stage, with a .2354 agg, 
and my grand agg of .2800 was good for 
second place to Arlene Guthrie who fired a 
fine .2755 grand agg that day. My load that 
day was 24.7 grains of T322 with my own 
52 grain bullets. You wondered, in your 
article, how H335 woud do today in a 2222; 
my testing shows that 28.8 grains of H335 
shoots quite nicely. 

If one applies modern techniques to some 
of the older cartridge designs, they shoot 
well .... surprisingly well. 

| firmly believe that much of the reason 
for the much improved average accuracy in 
today’s benchrest matches, as well as the 
steady stream of new records in both 
benchrest organizations is due to the 
excellence and consistency of the Sako 
brass in 220 Russian form. It takes a lot 
more work and dedication to use any 
cartridge other than a PPC, because of the 
relatively poor quality of brass that you have 
to work with. This is never more true than 
when working with .222 magnum brass, 
which does suffer from drawing problems, 
as might be expected when dealing with a 
long case. This has been evident from the 
hot and cold results that have been re- 
corded by the 6x47 over the years....a 
cartridge that the Editor has described as 
having driven many to Old Demon Rum. It 
is my opinion that the 6x47 as well as any 
of the various improved version 6x47s will 
benefit greatly from careful case selection. 

The I.C.C. case measuring device has 
been a tremendous help to me; | have used 
it for everything from the .22 Hornet and 
.218 Bee through the .308. 

The credit for first drawing attention to 
case wall problems should go to Creighton 
Audette, no question about that. But the 
ICC device by Vern Juenke is an application 
of modern electronics to the same princi- 
ples, and | found it to speed up and improve 
case selection. 

You have brought Precision Shooting 
back to the point where it is both fun and 
informative; | look forward to its arrival each 
month. Whatever you're doing .... keep 
doing it. 
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RANDY FRITZ 


Dear Dave, 

| thought you might be interested in the 
attached two photos. You had already 
mentioned this group before in a match 
report for the Jackson (New Jersey) match 
that was held on August 25th and 26th; the 
match report was in the IBS section of the 
January issue. The group was measured at 
anice little .403, andis a fine 200 yard group 
.... but this group was fired at 300 yards 
....and at 300 yards, it has left the ‘‘fine 
group” category .... it is now in the 
BARNBURNER category. 

If you drag out the January issue, and 
look up the present year records for a single 
group at 300 yards for the IBS, that .403 
group is substantially smaller than the 
existing heavy varmint mark of .446, and 
the sporter class .512 record. Only the light 
varmint record of .330 shades it. If one goes 
to the NBRSA recerds in the February 
issue, it is smaller than the NBRSA records 
in either light varmint or sporter classes... . 
for a single group. 

The group was fired by one of our 
top-flight hunter class shooters, K.L. Miller 
of Jacobus, Pa. The rifle was a Varmint- 
Hunter class rifle. The rifle was mainly 
assembled by Clarence Hammonds, of Red 
Lion, Pa Clarence started with a Rem- 
ington 700 action, re-cut the lug seats, 
and faced the action front. A Beeson bolt 
was added, and a new Hart barrel was 
chambered for the 6PPC. The action was 
block bedded with aluminum rods, and the 
final glue in portion was done by R.L. Miller. 
A Weaver T6 scope was added topside, 
and the load used was 27.6 grains of H322 
with 70 grain bullets by Paul Olewine. The 
rifle met all requirements for Varmint-Hunter 
class .... operative magazine, operative 
safety, and ten pound weight limit. 

In benchrest shooting, it would have been 
a new record; in score shooting it was just 
a plain old 50 target. | 


ELECTRONIC WALL THICKNESS 
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MARKSMANS CHOICE 
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(and our parent company is now VENCO Industries., Inc.) 
but 


It’s the very same product... 
From the very same people .. . 
In the very same place .... 
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VENCO industries, Inc., P.O. Box #598, Chesterland, Ohio 44026 
Phone (216) 729-9392 
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New Die Design from 


Custom Products 


Lt. Col. Rick Hornbeck 
R. D. #2, Box 220 
Pine Bush, NY 12566 


A minor problem with the PPC case that 
all who shoot it have experienced is the 
case stretching, which results in harder 
than normal bolt closing and case ex- 
traction. The brass flow that causes this is 
primarily in the area of the case body where 
it makes junction with the shoulder. Most of 
this takes place in a narrow area about one 
eighth of an inch wide around the case 
body. If a case is cut lengthwise, the 
stretching can be seen quite easily if the 
case has been fired a number of times. 


Photo #1 


AIR GAGE BARRELS 


FOR CLOSEST TOLERANCE — In 
“Chrome-Moly” and Stainless Steel. All 
calibers up to 458 Winchester. Blanks or 
Finished Turned in standard or target 
tolerance chambers. 


Ask for free data on all our services. 
DISCOUNTS TO GUNSMITHS. 


Write to 


DOUGLAS BARRELS, INC. 
5504 Big Tyler Road 
Charleston, West Virginia 25312 
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Neil Jones, of Custom Products, has 
designed a die which can be adjusted to 
move the shoulder back just enough to 
eliminate this problem. It can also be used 
to move the shoulder back before initial 
case fire forming. The die can also be used 
for normal neck sizing and decapping. The 
assembly is designed to be used with an 
arbor press. Photo 1 shows the die as- 
sembled, the aluminum base and a neck 
sizing bushing which Custom Products 
supply for any degree of neck sizing re- 
quired. 

Photo 2 is the die broken down into 
component parts. Left to right: the top of the 
die, threaded twenty threads per inch which 
is adjusted to acquire the degree of case 
shoulder movement desired with the neck 
and shoulder die bushing or neck sizing 
bushing. The decapping pin is held in place 
by an Allen set screw in the head under 
which is a spring and ball, the ball putting 
pressure on the decapping pin which holds 
it in any given position. The pin can be 
removed from the threaded head and re- 
placed at will. Next, the die body. The body 
is chambered for the case and supports the 
case body for proper alignment. Center is 
the floating shoulder and neck sizing 
bushing. These bushings can be supplied in 
any desired sizes for required neck sizing. 


athe 


Photo #2 


The aluminum die base is at the right and 
finally the Jones neck sizing button which 
has been used in other Custom Products 
reloading dies and which can be had in any 
desired sizes. 


When adjusting the die using the 
shoulder bushing, attention must be given 
to the amount of shoulder movement since 
we are dealing with that area of the case 
which controls headspace. If the shoulder 
is moved too much, excessive headspace 
will result and at the VERY LEAST the case 
will be destroyed. | found that if a case that 
was causing harder than normal or desired 
bolt closing was used, the die could be 
adjusted through trial and error, by making 
small changes in the adjustment for proper 
setting. Since the thread is twenty threads 
per inch, each degree of rotation of the 
adjustment head is equal to .0001388” and 
ten degrees of rotation is .0013”. About five 
degrees rotation moved the case shoulder 
very nicely for desired bolt closing with no 
harm to the case. The shoulder bushings 
can be had for any desired neck sizing; 
therefore the die can be used for neck sizing 
and decapping with the above setting and 
the shoulder location for that rifle will be 
maintained each time a case is processed 
with the die. There is an Allen set screw in 
the main die body to lock the setting. Any 
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athe 
Photo #3 


change in rifle will require a new setting 
since few rifles will have the same distance 
perfectly between the shoulder and bolt 
face. Any sizing bushings made by and 
used in Custom Products sizing dies in the 
past can also be used with this die. Both the 
shoulder bushings and necking bushings 
are designed to float so that the bushings 
will align with the center of the case. 

Fit and finish of all parts are the usual high 
quality found in the Custom Products line. 

In photo 3, the die assembly with case in 
place is ready to have the case pushed into 
the die level with the die bottom to neck size 
and/or relocate the shoulder. In photo 4, the 
decapping pin is pushed into the die, 
decapping the case and removing it from 
the die body. 

Send $1.00 for illustrated catalog of the 
Custom Products line to R.D. #1, Box 
483A, Saegertown, PA 16433. 


Photo #4 
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Rick Hornbeck 


Dear Rick, 

Having recently become a life member of 
IBS, | have been reading each issue of P.S. 
quite thoroughly. 

In a recent issue, there was mention of 
the product ‘Quicksilver’, available from 
Mercury outboard motor dealers, which 
motivated me to visit a marine store, and 
take a closer look at this particular item. 
Once in the store, | found the right area, with 
all sorts of carburetor cleaners, motor 
cleaners, and whatever. Just about all of 
them had absolutely no labeling to tell one 
what the chemical contents were. 

| picked up a can of Quicksilver, and was 
rather startled at the price tag on the 
container. A wondrous thought crossed my 
lower middle class mind (and pocketbook) 
. ... what if Quicksilver was very much like 
a much more common (and cheaper) item, 
such as ‘‘Gumout’’? 

My question to you, sir .... would you 
or one of the other columnists that the 
Editor holds captive, please enlighten me. 
Gumout seems to be an effective cleaner, 
and at a much lower cost than Quicksilver. 
Although it needs oil of some type after- 
wards, to protect against rusting of the 
cleaned surface. 

David Sherwin 
Redford, Michigan 


Dear David, 

Your January 4th letter was sent on to 
me. | offer the following thoughts on the 
subject of ‘‘Quicksilver’’ and barrel clean- 
ing. 

| tried ‘‘Quicksilver’’ when it first came 
along. Its ability to clean better than other 
solvents did not impress me. It is highly 
toxic. Since my sixty year body has a 


Harold R. 
Broughton 


Benchrest Gunsmith 


Harold’s Custom 
Gun Shop, Inc. 


4 GROOVE 
STAINLESS STEEL 
MATCH GRADE BARRELS 
.22 and 6mm Calibers 


Route #1, Box #447, 
Big Spring, Texas 79720 


(915) 394-4430 


number of malfunctions, | need no more and 
feel that ‘Quicksilver’ might just add one. 

There is no doubt in my mind that a 
properly fitted brush, Marksman 7 bore 
cleaner, Sweet’s 7.62 solvent and a good 
grade of oil will keep any barrel in top 
condition if cleaning is done often enough. 
In my mind, a barrel should be cleaned after 
no more than twenty rounds. Fewer rounds 
is even better. 

A well wet down patch with Marksman 7 
is first run through the barrel, then a dry 
patch. A brush wet down with Marksman 
is run through the barrel ten or more round 
trips. Then dry out the barrel and chamber 
and go back to shooting. When finished for 
the day, the same procedure is used. In 
addition, a second brushing with Marksman 
7 and dry out. Wet down the bore with 
Sweet's 7.62. A bore mop is just the ticket 
for this. Let stand for an hour or so. Dry out 
the bore. Since the Marksman has removed 
all the carbon the Sweet’s can get to any 
copper. When we dry out the bore we may 
find some blue coloring. That’s copper. Give 
as many treatments with Sweet’s as 
necessary to remove all the copper. Wet 
down the bore and chamber with a good oil. 
That’s it, and it has been done properly. 
Don’t forget to remove the oil from the 
barrel and chamber before the next firing. 

Marksman 7 and Sweet’s can be ordered 
from Robert W. Hart & Son, or Sinclair 
International, or Fowler Shooter’s Supply, 
or Bob Pease Accuracy whose addresses 
are in P.S. if you can’t get it locally. 

Hope this has been of some help to you. 

Lt. Col. Rick Hornbeck 


FAIRCHANCE 
GUN CLUB 


Rt. #2, Box 21 
SMITHFIELD, PA 15478 


TRI-STATE VARMINT CHAMPIONSHIPS 
APRIL 20 & 21 


Saturday, April 20 — 9:00 AM H.V. 100 
yards, 
1:00 PM LV 100 
yards. 


Sunday, April 21 — 9:00 AM H.V. 200 yards, 
1:00 PM LV 200 yards. 


AWARDS: 1st EACH CLASS AND YARD- 
AGE: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th each grand agg; 
Top Ten patches each grand agg; small group 
each yardage. 
Contact: 
Roye Leckemby, Route 2, Box 21, 
Smithfield, PA 15478 (412) 569-7973 


Raymond Goff, P.O. Box, 
Point Marion, PA 15474 (412) 725-5794 
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MERRILL MARTIN 


Today, December 27th, 1984 to be 
exact, was a most depressing day .... 
thanks to my oily sawdust testing box. | 
went downstairs with twenty different 
loads, fired them all into the sawdust, and 
every single one of them, on retrieval, had 
held together without a gas cutting blow 
out. What’s discourging about that? Well, 
| had hoped to be able to reject afew.... 
now | have to try twenty different loads on 
target, to check out their relative accuracy. 
| guess | should stop griping though, here 
| am accomplishing something, and I’m still 
unhappy. Basically, all were gas check 
bullets; half were NEI 182-308, and the 
other half were NEI 190-308. The 182 cast 
204 grains, and the 190 cast 211 grains, 
using wheel weight metal, plus one per cent 
tin. They were sized with gas checks, and 
heat treated for two hours at 450°, and 
quenched in water, giving 24 BHN. They 
were then tumbled in moly for three hours, 
and next tumbled in wax mixture for three 
hours. Finally they were lubed with Texaco 
Tarax grease. Half were fired with a 1/32 
Teflon wad behind the Hornaday gas 


check; the other half had no wad, just the 
gas check. 

Our aim was to see how far we could go 
before gas cutting or bullet distortion took 
place. Another goal was to find the load that 
just began to upset the bore diameter nose 
to groove diameter, which would of course 
indicate metal yield for the pressure, and the 
beginning of upset distortion. Also there 
was always the point of interest of how far 
we could go without leading the barrel. 

With each bullet (182 and 190) we used 
a load of 24, 26 and 28 grains of Reloader 
7, one of each weight with the Teflon wad, 
and one of each without the wad. Also tried 
was a load of 34 and 36 grains of IMR 4895 
with each of the two bullets, both with and 
without the wad. A total of twenty different 
loads. Amazing — none of them gas cut 
.... all went true in the .308 1 in 12 twist 
long throat 40X barrel. The top load of each 
powder just upset the nose forward of the 
full diameter band to nearly bore diameter. 
Remarkable luck! All but a few came to a 
perfect stop in the sawdust, and still would 
spin out, in testing afterwards, less than 


BOB PEASE ACCURACY 


P.O. Box 787-S 


(AC 512) 625-1342 


New Braunfels, Texas 78131 


BENCHREST EQUIPMENT & SUPPLIES 


Adjustable Hex Torque Wrench 
Benchrest Scopes and Mounts 
B-Square rifle Rests & Arbors 


Cauterucio G.T.B. Benchrest Bullets 


Corbin Cleaners, Laps and Lubes 


Davidson Vise, Ramps & Shrouds 
Federal Match Primers & Cases 
Genuine Leather BR Sandbags 
Hart Rifle Rest + 2 oz. trigger 
Jones PA Dies, Tools & Clean rods 
Kleinendorst Expandiron & Bolt tools 
Marksmans, Sweet’s and Hot Load Lube 
Marquart Precision Neck Turning Tool 
Redding Benchrest Micrometer Measure 
Remington 40-XBBR, XB, and XC rifles 
Sinclair Rod Guides and Case Tools 
Wilson Seaters, Sizers & Trimmers 


The Bob Pease Collections; spiral bound booklets. 
Vol. 1 $5.95 Vol. Il $6.95, both $12.50 - first class mail. 


OR 


Send 40¢ stamped Business envelope for 
15 page brochure with news & goodies 


Write or call me at above address 


MON - TUE - FRI - SAT 
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Afternoons Best 


.001”. | had my usual problems of a few 
bullets ricocheting off the sides of the 
plywood box back into the sawdust, thus 
distorting them a little; but even these at 
worse bent only a few thousands. 

| have fired many hundreds, make that 
thousands, of bullets into that ten foot long 
box for tests, and never yet had a bullet go 
clean through. Oh, a few of them strayed 
off course a bit, and maybe chewed up the 
top or sides of the box, but they always 
stayed inside the box. Today, I'll be darned, 
one of the 182-308s (weighing 204 grains), 
a round nose bullet, with 36 grains of 4895 
behind it, got through the ten feet of 
sawdust, and deep down at that, out the 
end and flattened against a piece of steel 
at the end of the range. Shape and velocity 
combined must have done it. Into that box, 
in times past | have fired .30-06 armor- 
piercing, .375 H&H with full metal jackets 
and full loads, .458 full metal jackets, you 
nameit.. . . they all stopped inside the box. 
The closest to making it out the box has 
been Elmer Keith’s 250 grain .44 caliber 
semi wad cutter at 1250 f.p.s., and that was 
usually just touching the wood at the end. 

Now | have 20 different loads to test on 
the 100 and 200 yard ranges for accuracy, 
as none tested today look like a failure at 
this point, as others have in the past. Ar- 
dito’s long throat is the only real change | 
can think of. Another first today was that 
none of the tested loads produced any 
barrel leading; running a dry clean patch 
through the bore after about every five 
rounds, just coming out a little dark from 
grease and moly. 

Going back over my Brinnel instructions, 
something came back to memory that hit 
like a brick. Brinnel readings are directly 
related to compressive loading, and as 
mentioned in Davis’s instructions, 1422 
times the BHN reading is the compressive 
strength in PSI (pounds per square inch). 
Naturally, more pressure than that, and the 
metal flows or moves somewhere. What's 
this leading to? Studying the recovered 
bullets from the sawdust revealed that 
those fired with 28 grains of RE 7, or 36 
grains of IMR 4895 were just about bulging 
out in the middle, beginning to fill the 
grooves aft of the nose section, or, putting 
it another way, 1422 x 24, or 34,128 Ibs. 
pressure at the approximate middle of the 
bullet had been exceeded. Those of you 
sharp with calculus should be able to figure 
out approximately the pressure at the base 
of the bullet if the center is known as this 
is .... I'll bet that it’s at least 45,000. Not 
bad for lead bullets, and with no leading or 
tipping! 

Continued on page 18 
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Bullet tumblers Lathe tool post grinder 


fee 


Reading .085”, or 24.5 BHN Reading .120”, or 12.2 BHN 


Mold thermometer Mold drilled for thermometer 
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uatiaenener 


Wad punch Wad punch 


Wad punch Case head check 


Spinning fired bullet for runout Bullet spinner 
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Spinning seated bullet for runout 


26 grains RE 7, 182 grain bullet, Teflon wad 


36 grains 4895, 190 grain bullet 


RORSCHACH 
CARBIDE DIES 


$1.00 for brochure 


Rorschach Precision Products 
Box 151613 
Irving, Tx. 75015 
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Checking case sizing runout 


ae 


28 grains RE 7, 190 grain bullet, Teflon wad 


VOLUME II of 
THE BOB PEASE sae facts 


STAINLESS STEEL 
COLLECTION, BUTTON RIFLED BARRELS 


a spiral bound supplement on accuracy rifle 


shooting now joins the popular Volume | to help DANIEL LILJA 
guide you on bedding, accurizing, case preparation, Precision Rifle Barrels, Inc. 


neck turning, scoping, loading and shooting 
techniques for rifle accuracy. Volume II is $6.95 
first class mail. Volume | still available at $5.95 onions MT cen 
first class or get both for $11.85 and save. Bob hop 406-826-3 ‘ 

Pease, POB 787X, New Braunfels, TX 78130 HOME AOS S28-INGS 


P.O. BOX 372 
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BENCHREST SHOOTER 
OF THE YEAR 


Match # 1 — 
The Cactus Classic 
March 2nd and 3rd 


LIGHT VARMINT CLASS 

100 yards—Dennis Wagner 1 point 
200 yards—Dennis Wagner 1 point 
Grand agg—Dennis Wagner 1 point 


HEAVY VARMINT CLASS 


100 yards—Dennis Wagner 
200 yards—Bill Fazio 
Grand agg—Walt Berger 


point 
point 
points 


Two Gun Award 
Dennis Wagner points 


Standings to Date 


Dennis Wagner 
Walt Berger 
Bill Fazio 

The Editor 


On to the Crawfish! 


BENCHREST SHOOTER 
OF THE YEAR 


This suggestion came from Walt Berger, 
the NBRSA President, and | thank him for 
a heck of a good idea! 

In a recent phone conversation, Walt 
advanced the idea that since the Editor is 
kind of a wildcat freak, he might consider 
doing something in the Benchrest Shooter 
of the Year contest to reward a winning 
performance from a wildcat. Excellent idea 

. . Capital idea. 

For 1985... . we will give double points 
(to a maximum of five bonus points for the 
year 1985) to any shooter who earns points 
in the Benchrest Shooter of the Year 
contest with a wildcat cartridge. 

For purposes of this contest, we will 
completely exclude ANY cartridge based on 
.220 Russian brass .... be it PPC or 
derived wildcat. We will also exclude the 
factory versions of .222, .223, .222 Mag- 
num, and .308. Old timers such as the .219 
Wasp, 6x47, and 6 MM International WILL 
be eligible. 


points 
points 
point 

points 


CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS? 

Please let us know, well in advance, what 
your new address will be. Send your old 
address too — even better, enclose the 
address label from a recent issue. The Post 
Office will not forward your copies unless you 
pay extra postage, but we will see that your 
“Precision Shooting” reaches you, without 
interruption, if you notify us six weeks in 
advance of your move. Write to Precision 
Shooting, 5735 Sherwood Forest Drive, Akron, 
Ohio 44319. 

When giving your address please add your 
Zip Code number. 
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MERRILL MARTIN 
Continued from page 14 


January 1st, 1985, the first day of the new 
year, and since the 100 yard range at the 
Chabot Gun Club was open, | took a battery 
of .308 rifles out, along with 120 rounds of 
ammo, which 120 figure included 5 rounds 
for each of those 20 loads previously de- 
scribed. Without any time constraints to 
worry about, | was able to do some un- 
hurried testing. A day to warm the cockles 
of an experimental shooter’s heart. . . . The 
20 groups were fired; no group was over 
1% inches, and not a single bullethole 
showed any sign at all of tipping or yawing. 
The smallest group fired was just one nice 
round hole... .a.38 caliber bullet just filled 
it nicely. Those loads that upset the bullet 
nose just forward of the .309” band were 
the best .... 36 grains of 4895 and 28 
grains of RE 7. 

| admit that single groups are hardly 
conclusive, but what a teaser. Now | have 
to settle down to test out the better loads 
for ten groups each, in each of my .308 
rifles. 

Over the years, | have, many times, tried 
to get cast gas-check bullets to shoot to an 
acceptable level of accuracy, and every 
time | have given up in frustration. This is 
the first time that | have tried heat treating 
the lead in gas check experiments. | can see 
now that such a move not only makes 
sense; it may well be a very critical part of 
the accuracy process. Over a nominal 
period of time the metal within the same 
bullet will vary four to five points from one 


spot’s reading to another. A couple of hours 
after casting, all readings on the bullet will 
be about the same, but the spread starts 
from day one, and it does not get better, 
only worse. Two weeks later the bullet is 
harder, of course, but the variations in 
hardness reading . . . . end to end, and side 
to side .... are now imposing. Imagine 
what banana shapes must be coming out 
of the barrel with a stiff load! The heat 
treating evens all this up. Full hardness as 
quenched in the water (one day later). For 
softer, even-all-over bullets, just reheat and 
cool slowly to get whatever you want. 
About 250° for two hours seems to give 
about 16 BHN if desired for lower pressure 
and velocity. 

All that is needed for the BHN readings 
are several flats filed on the sides of the 
bullets, parallel to each other, rather than on 
the ends as is commonly and incorrectly 
recommended. Repeatability of the read- 
ings on the heat treated bullets is the real 
eye opener, as then you know that you are 
not kidding yourself on those seemingly 
wonderful readings from “‘just cast”’ bullets. 

Some of us shooters have been spending 
a fortune on guns and equipment and 
undergoing a lot of frustration in trying to get 
lead bullets to shoot well, and we have been 
overlooking a simple metallurgical fact... . 
that has been making bananas out of our 
bullets .... and monkeys out of the 
shooters. 

— END — 


SUPERIOR 


WICHITAS®) 


THE WICHITA MINI-ACTION 
Perfect for the 10/2 pound classes 

¢ Receiver 1.375” in dia. - 5.5” long 

¢ Shell holder bolt face 

¢ 1 Ib. 13 oz. 


$240.00 Plus Shipping 


BENCHREST ACTIONS 


Both actions finished in white. Bolts feature 3 locking lug-design. Suitable for Canjar or 
Remington triggers. Barrel thread size 1” 


16 NF - 3 X 1” deep. 


THE WICHITA WBR 1375 


« Receiver 1.375” in dia.—8.5” long 
« Steel Extractor 
« 2 |b. 10 oz. 
* Opposite-side ports available in right 
hand or left hand model 1375's 
Priced Extra 


$350.00 Plus Shipping 


Precision Rifle Rest 


Cast iron and steel. . $79.95 


a 


DEPT. PS 


11 Ibs... 


P.O. BOX 11371 


WICHITA ARMS, INC. 


WICHITA, KANSAS 67211 


For more information, see your 
local dealer, or write Wichita 


PHONE (316) 265-0661 
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BASIC SHOOTING STYLES 


BOB DODD 


Dear Dave, 

| shoot four different guns. Each of them 
likes something different, and | try to match 
gun temperament to conditions whenever 
possible. Shooting mostly in the Midwest 
(Kansas City, Sioux Falls, Porcupine, and 
Council Bluffs) | get to try all different kinds 
of conditions .... sometimes in the same 
day. 

My number one gun is an XP-100 action 
light varmint class rifle in 6 PPC. Shoots its 
best in light, steady conditions, with mild 
loads. It requires a very light load, almost 
free recoil. 

My number two gun is a Meyer action, left 
hand bolt, right hand port, another 1012 
pounder. | have two barrels for it, 22 PPC 
and 6 PPC. This one likes heavier loads, 
and when conditions start acting up | shoot 
it as if | was in Texas . . . . find a condition 
that looks as if it might hold for 30 seconds, 
and put five down range. 

My number three gun is a 40 pound 
unlimited class rifle. It is a sleeved 700 on 
a 25 pound one piece rest. | can’t pick the 
days | want to shoot it but it absolutely will 
not shoot unless free recoiled. As far as 
loads go, it eats anything. 

My number four gun is a 700 action 
hunter class rifle, with 6 MM and .308 
barrels. This is a trifle unusual; the .308 
shoots best using free recoil, and the 6 MM 
likes a mild hold. So | use the .308 in mild 
conditions, and the 6 MM the rest of the 
time. 

| prefer my front bag to be snug, but not 


PYRO-DUX 


barrels start the season with: 
Winning the 100 yard light varmint class at 
Fayette, February 24th, with a .1888 range 
agg, as well as the small group honors with 
a .108. 


Get your good-shooting barrel Pyro-Dux 


treated for the 1985 Super Shoot now. 


Pyro Dux treatment will give 
longer barrel life, higher velocity, 
and improved accuracy. 


A.E. PENNEBAKER CoO., INC. 
(803) 235-8016 or write 
P.O. Box 1386, 
Greenville, S.C. 29602 
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(Conclusion) 


so tight as to inhibit my holding off if it 
becomes necessary to do so quickly. 

As far as conditions go, | prefer to find a 
lasting condition and shoot it, going to the 
sighter if needed, and holding off only when 
| have to. 

Each range that | frequent has its own 
characteristics, and they vary from month 
to month; | try to know those characteristics 
and | try to match my guns and shooting 
styles to the characteristics, rather than 
fighting them. 

Kansas City shoots start late in the 
afternoon on Saturday, and in years gone 
by, there have been many records set in 
what amounted to trigger pulling contests 
at times here. At such times | would shoot 
my Dragon Slayer (gun number one). Come 
Sunday at this range, the first and second 
relays would usually be nice enough to 
continue with the same gun, with a light 
hold, and finding a nice, mild condition to 
squeeze ’em off in. But usually by the third 
relay you are ready to believe that you are 
in West Texas, so out comes the Gun- 
powder Junkie (gun number two). Plenty of 
powder, and don’t spare the horsepower! 
It’s really something to watch Don Creach, 
of Kansas City, shoot this range at 200 
yards, in extreme wind. He shoots two or 
three on the sighter, trying to get a handle 
on things, and then, very tentatively he goes 
upstairs .... fires one cautious shot .... 


and if that shot landed when the Creach 
mental computer says it should have .... 
that’s the end of slow and cautious .... 
four more shots are machine gunned down 
range without further ado, discussion, or 
philosophy. Once he is committed to 
shooting, he does not stop, he will hold in 
or out of the condition as needed, but for 
15 or 20 seconds, Mr. Creach just keeps on 
truckin’ .... and he wins the match often 
enough to establish that there is something 
to his idea of how to fight this range. 

Council Bluffs, lowa has anywhere from 
light to heavy conditions, but complicated 
by sudden directional changes. Here | feel 
that | have to hold on to the gun, and shoot 
fast. On the other side of the coin, Larry 
Kuse (Kansas City) and Marty Gorden 
(Hamburg, lowa) have both had good luck 
with a free recoil style of shooting on our 
range. Darn, | almost forgot Larry 
Scharnhorst (Springfield, Missouri) who is 
probably the most successful free-recoil 
varmint class shooter around these parts. 
In 1983 Larry came north, to our range, and 
wiped out most of our range records. In 
1984 he was less successful on his annual 
northern trip, but we expect him back, 
loaded for bear. 

A point |’m trying to make; the heavier the 
load, the more holding off (I feel) that you 
have to do with the gun. 

Continued on next page 


NEIL A. JONES — CUSTOM PRODUCTS 
FOR THE SERIOUS SHOOTER 


FLOATING NECK SIZING DIE 
Proven in over 10 years of use. Used and recommended by top benchrest competitors. 
Accurate, versatile and economical. No waiting to fill your needs. Most standard sizes 
in stock. The bushings are interchangeable and we keep 75 sizes in stock to fit most 
calibers. Any size bushing or die can be made on request. 


Other Custom Products 
Standard 7/8- 14 Threaded Floating Neck Sizing Die 
Micro - Measure Powder Measure 


Decapping Tool 
Priming Tool 


48” one piece Cleaning Rod Sets (22 thru 30 cal.) 


Action Cleaning Tool 


22 Rimfire Ammo Accuracy Gauge 
Target Measuring Accessory 
Remington 600 series Steel Floorplate & Triggerguard 
MORE PRODUCTS TO COME IN THE FUTURE. 
Send $1.00 for illustrated catalog of products 
For your convenience our products can also be purchased from two of the major 
benchrest suppliers who also advertise in this publication. 


CUSTOM PRODUCTS 
Neil A. Jones 


RD #1 Box 483A 


Ph. 814 - 763-2769 


SAEGERTOWN, PA 16433 
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BASIC SHOOTING STYLES 
Continued from page 19 


DENNIS COLLINS 


Regarding questions 1.) and 2.), my basic 
style of shooting involves exercising some 
degree of control (hold) over my rifles at all 
times. As a general rule, the lighter the rifle, 
the more | hold. By “‘hold’’ | mean the 
amount of rearward pressure my trigger 
hand applies to the pistol grip and the 
amount of rearward pressure the butt of the 
stock exerts against my shoulder. | do not 
mean gripping the rifle the way | would a 
featherweight .30-06. Having entered 
benchrest shooting primarily by way of 
hunter competition, | can vividly remember 
the consequences (scores and pain level) of 
not sufficiently and consistently ‘‘holding”’ 
my ten pound .308 and even my 6 PPC. 

The carryover here is that, at this stage 
of my benchrest style, | cannot feel secure 
or comfortable shooting any of my rifles free 
recoil. | also believe that shooting free recoil 
allows one too many milliseconds of op- 
portunity for a rifle to move every which way 
before the bullet exits the muzzle. Yes, I’m 
aware of those free-recoil shooters who 
successfully shoot my theory — and group 
sizes — all to hell. But if all our shooting 
techniques and philosophies were the 
perfect models of someone else’s, what 
would be left for each of us to prove to 
ourselves? Would this game be as chal- 
lenging and progressive? 

Back to the questions. | shoot my heavy 
varmint rig with an extremely light hold (no 
pressure from my trigger hand and just the 
slightest butt contact with my shoulder). 
Currently, | shoot two light varmint rifles: 


® 


one with a mild hold because it’s a good 
“bag rider’ that allows almost no muzzle 
jump; the other with a semi-firm hold be- 
cause its movement while firing requires 
more control. All this hold adjustment and 
experimentation with my lighter guns has 
led to sporadic match success at best. At 
any rate, I’m not yet ready to stand up and 
too loudly applaud the switch-barrel or the 
one-gun shooters, though | quietly admire 
their wisdom. 

Regarding questions 4.) and 5.), I'll begin 
by saying that shooters — far more suc- 
cessful than | am — are able to shoot 
several different conditions (within an in- 
dividual match) by mentally ‘‘pre- 
programming’ these conditions at an early 
point in the overall match. While | certainly 
respect this ability and arn slowly deve- 
loping it myself, my approach at this point 
is to keep my doping strategy as simple and 
basic as possible. My first instinct is to 
search out a condition that | can ride for all 
it is worth. Of course this condition must be 
easily recognizable and relatively stable, 
allowing me to hold off my aiming point as 
little as possible. If that condition holds, | will 
shoot my group as fast as possible, pre- 
ferring not to hold off at all. In the event of 
just a slight condition change, | will trust my 
equipment to ‘‘cut’” that change for me, 
again without adjusting my hold. At this 
point it’s not a matter of trying to outguess 
the condition change and taking a chance 
shot for record so much as it is having a 
heap of faith in my gun, load, and previous 
testing. However, should my basic condi- 
tion drastically change, | will first wait 
however long | can for it to return. The key 
word here is patience — a trait that | usually 
use to my advantage. Nonetheless, should 
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the condition look as if it will not return, | 
immediately work on the sighter and do the 
necessary doping, i.e., holding off, to finish 
the group. 

At 200 yards, | have not made some 
necessary adjustments in my shooting 
style. | am not doing the holding off called 
for because I’m still thinking in the 100-yard 
mode. It’s a lesson I’m slowly learning. 


DENNIS THORNBURY 


Dear Dave, 

The best overall description that | can 
hang.on my shooting style is ‘‘mild hold’. 
With a 10% pound rifle | lay my thumb 
across the stock, not squeezing the stock, 
more or less just resting there. As far as 
shoulder contact goes, | have very light 
contact with a 102 pounder, no contact at 
all with a 13/2 pounder, and with the big gun 
| shoot a return to battery rig, and the only 
thing that | touch is the trigger. 

With my shooting style | prefer my front 
bag to be a little snug on the sides. For 
question number four, | personally prefer a 
condition that will let me shoot my record 
group in the first minute or two, using the 
same aiming point. | like to shoot fast, and 
normally will not sit at the bench longer than 
a minute, waiting for the condition to come 
back. At about the minute mark, if my 
condition has not returned, | will go to the 
sighter, learn what the new condition is 
worth, and then go back to the record 
target, apply what | have learned on the 
sighter, and finish my record shots. 

Hopefully you will have some experience 
with the range .. . . that way, when you sit 
down at your bench for the first record 
match, and there is a confounded screwy 
condition carrying on in front of you, you will 
know either: A.) it’s a very common 
condition for this range, nothing unusual, 
start working it out on the sighter, or B.) 
never saw that one here at this range 
before; let’s wait this one out. The sooner 
you start your group the more time you have 
to experiment on the sighter if conditions go 
to hades in front of you, while the range- 
master’s clock is running. 

No matter how good a shot you are, we 
all fall into.certain shooter category types. 
You must be mature enough, philosophical 
enough to accept the fact that there are 
certain days during the shooting season 
that your shooting style and practices will 
put you right up there with the best of them 
....and other weekends... . well, life will 
not be so pleasant. You must be able to 
laugh, whether you win, or lose. There’s 
always another weekend, another match. 
You wouldn’t want to win them all. . . . think 
how boring that would be! 
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RON HOEHN 


Dear Dave, 

| will try to describe my basic style of 
Benchrest shooting for you in a way that will 
let the reader understand what | am trying 
to accomplish. 

First, | would like to say that | believe 
there are many ways to hold and shoot a 
rifle and that there is no one good way, it 
all depends on the rifle. What will work for 
one, will not necessarily work on the next 
one. The only way you can make sure you 
are getting all you can out of a particular 
rifle, is to shoot it different ways and see 
how it responds to different techniques and 
holds. Many things come into play when you 
are working arifle, such as the cartridge and 
in what manner it achieves its pressure 
curve, weight of the barrel and its length, 
total weight of the rifle and how that weight 
is distributed (muzzle heavy, butt heavy), 
burning rate of your powder, bullet weight, 
etc. 

When | am working with a rifle for the first 
time, | will try to get it to shoot using free 
recoil. | feel that you are less apt to make 
an error in holding if you don’t have to hold 
or touch it at all, and if it will shoot like that, 
| will go no further. Some rifles will tend to 
flip a shot now and then when shot with a 
free recoil, don’t ask me why, but if | have 
one that will, | will try shooting it with a mild 
hold. What | call a mild hold is when | just 
barely feel that butt against my shoulder, 
but no pressure against it, and my thumb 
resting on the top of the stock, but with no 
down pressure, just there. A rifle held in this 
manner is still relatively easy to shoot and 
not too much concern for inconsistency 
from shot to shot. 

While | am talking about holding, | think 
the key word has to be consistent. If you 
do it the same way every time, no problem. 
It's when you vary even a little, from shot 
to shot, that you begin to get into trouble. 
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The last resort in holding, when all else fails, 
and | feel the rifle is put together well, and 
will still not shoot with free recoil, | will try 
a firm hold. Now when | say a firm hold, | 
mean a FIRM HOLD. | will not try anything 
in between a mild and firm hold because | 
feel it’s next to impossible to be consistent. 

Back in 1977, ’78 and ’79, when | was 
having relatively good success with a ‘“‘hot’’ 
6X47, the only way this rifle would shoot 
was with a firm hold, but with a firm hold, 
it would then, and would today, shoot with 
any rifle around. Believe me when | say | 
tried to shoot it loose (or free), but it just 
would not shoot. 

Let me explain what | mean by a firm hold. 
With the rifle on the bags, | will wrap my 
hand around the pistol grip like you would 
hold your 300 Win. Mag. on a hunting trip, 
pushing away and down into the rear sand 
bag. | would push my shoulder down and 
into the rifle to force the rifle down into the 
rear bag and into the front bag and into the 
front stop. (I always use a forend stop, even 
with free recoil so the rifle rests in the same 
place every time on the front bag.) After a 
little practice with this type of holding, it 
becomes rather easy with one exception, 
more than once | would be ready to touch 
off a shot on a record target, just to see the 
dot start down on the target. What had 
happened was that | was holding so tight 
and holding so hard, that the rear leg of the 
front rest would lift off the bench. (I have 
shot more than one .600”+ vertical group, 
in registered matches, with this style hold.) 

The last thing that is very important with 
this type of hold, that is not quite as 
important with mild or free recoil holds, is 
the follow thru. If you don’t follow thru, 
forget it! If there are some 6X47’s out there 
that you think should shoot but won't, try 
it, you might like it. 

Back to your questions — as | stated 
before, | will try for free recoil, then mild hold, 
then firm, in that order, to get a rifle to shoot. 


The heavier the gun, the more likely it is to 
shoot free. Working my way down from a 
bench gun, which will almost always shoot 
free, to aheavy varmint, which should shoot 
free to mild, to 10% class about 50-50 to 
Hunter which | find takes mild to firm, most 
of the time. 

| will try to get my sandbags as hard as 
| can get them with white sand. | will bang 
the rear bag on the bench to get the sand 
to settle before | put the rifle on the bag. 
Then | will pound the rifle butt into the bag 
to get the bag to conform to the butt of the 
rifle. | like a front bag to be relatively hard 
and form a dovetail for the rifle to ride in. 
(The bag will not guide the rifle or let it return 
without aiming, but will fit the stock on both 
sides, but not restrict its rearward move- 
ment.) | like the ‘‘Forester type’ bag which 
| have made a few modifications on and 
works very well. | always use a front stop. 

| will set the rifle and rest up so as all | 
have to do while shooting is to squeeze the 
rear bag alittle to get the sight picture | want 
and can shoot while looking thru the scope. 
| have seen other shooters set up so they 
can get their head completely off the rifle 
and after positioning for each shot, shoot a 
varmint rifle like a benchgun with good 
results, but | don’t like it very much because 
| never had very good success with that 
method when | tried it. | like to shoot with 
both eyes open, one thru the scope, the 
other watching flags, so | can hold off while 
| am shooting. | find it very rare when | can 
get the same condition for 5 shots to 
complete a group, so | am holding off most 
of the time to compensate for varying 
conditions. Half the fun of shooting small 
groups for me is in the guessing of the 
conditions (guessing right that is). You will 
remember the .500” group you shot while 
holding off 272” at 200 yards long after you 
forget the .400” you shot in the calm. 

Hope you have a good season, keep up 
the good work. Continued on next page 
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RICK HORNBECK 


Dear Dave, 

So you want to know how | shoot at the 
bench? From time to time, not too great! My 
basic ideas were formulated back when | 
first started in the benchrest match game 
under the supervision and steady hand of 
one Larry Engelbrecht, so | got off to a good 
start. The basic concept at that time was 
a mild to firm hold on the rifle. There were 
any number of styles of front rest and 
sandbags at that time and the subject was 
in the same state of flux as was just about 
every aspect of the equipment and rifles. 
Any more than very mild side pressure by 
a sandbag on the forend of the stock was 
ano-no and would promptly bring down the 
wrath of referee and fellow shooter alike. 
The front bag styles of today would have 
been grounds for a prompt hanging without 
further discussion. 

The line of Basil Tuller sandbags came 
along and was a great improvement, at 
once becoming the standard. A style of bag 
to fit just about every stock design (which 
was always being changed) could be had. 
As a result, most competitors went to the 
mild or light hold on the rifle. The rifles were 
getting better and the subject of shooting 
styles became more and more important. 
The late Warren Page saw fit to devote a 
complete chapter to the subject in ‘‘The 
Accurate Rifle’. For those readers that 
haven't given this subject much thought or 
consideration, a hard look at the subject 
can and will shrink group size. This past 
year | have helped two non-accurate rifle 
shooters prove to themselves that their 
rifles are a lot more accurate than they 
thought and it was they themselves that 
were the cause of many a wild shot out of 
the group. 


Today both Connie and | use the free 
recoil style when shooting the .224 and 6 
MM. It took Connie to prove to me that I can 
do better with a 10%2 pound rifle shot free 
recoii than a mild hold. This should prove 
to all... . my impeccable taste in women! 
Up ’til that time, | didn’t think | could shoot 
a 10% pounder in 6 MM free recoil, but 
when she always got better groups than | 
with my mild hold, | changed over. | don’t 
have to have a truck run over me to smarten 
up! 

All of our front stands now sport the 
sandbag type which was designed by Bill 
Forrester and are the competitive top and 
sand bag kit offered by Robert W. Hart and 
Son. This has proven to be an improvement 
in our ability to obtain repeatability from 
shot to shot so far as rifle support is 
concerned. The properly designed fore- 
arms of today’s fiberglass stocks are also 
a great improvement in the completed rifle, 
and free recoil is a much easier technique 
to develop and use. 

There are, however, an item or two that 
should be considered. A few years back, a 
fellow benchrest competitor and | were out 
for a practice session. Shooting at 100 
yards, he was experiencing a major vertical 
displacement of shots while my groups 
were somewhat smaller with horizontal 
showing up occasionally when a windflag 
and mirage fooled me. There simply was no 
detectable condition to cause vertical 
groups. He asked me to try his rifle and | 
managed a group that proved to be the best 
of the day for me and without any vertical. 
After some thought on the matter, the 
reason for his vertical group was identified. 
He is a big man and when | sat down to 
shoot his rifle, | had to do some major 
shifting of rifle, front rest and bag, and rear 
bag. In so doing, | had moved the front rest 
and bag to the rear. He carried the front bag 
well forward and this particular fiberglass 
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stock had some spring which caused the 
vertical groups. When he tried the rifle again 
with the bag somewhat further back than 
normal, his groups were great, and the 
vertical flyers promptly disappeared. 

On the other hand, | have watched Ed 
Goff who has his front rest and bag well 
forward under the forearm shoot groups 
that will blow your socks off. This indicates 
to me that different fiberglass stocks have 
different characteristics and if vertical 
groups are a problem, moving the sandbag 
back from the end of the forearm just might 
improve matters. 

In the case of the Heavy Benchrest Rifle 
or Unlimited, since | shoot stands, it’s a pure 
recoil operation. With the coming of the one 
piece stand for this class in both NBRSA 
and IBS, some new factors enter the 
picture. Some competitors have found that 
the one piece stand is not an end unto itself. 
Friend Erik Miller on the west coast and 
some of his contemporaries have done their 
homework and eliminated some of the 
errors that have been developed in some of 
these one piece stand assemblies. Guess 
I’m an old stick-in-the-mud, for | have 
stayed with the old two piece rest and feel 
no handicap whatsoever. The subject of 
reliable stands for the heavy rifle is a subject 
unto itself. 

As for the shooting and conditions, | think 
we would all prefer to find a condition that 
repeats often enough in the time limit to get 
all shots off in the same condition. Not 
always possible. This past year at the 
championships at Mainville during the 
heavy gun matches during both afternoons, 
| was holding all over the place which is not 
the best use of stands under the heavy 
sticks. They are most effective when 
conditions repeat and are a help with 
mirage. But it worked out quite well both 
days and | was happy with the end results. 

During light varmint, sporter or heavy 
varmint matches, | try for repeating 
conditions often with very limited results. | 
am unable to get off the required shots in 
a very short period as so many of my 
contemporaries are able to do. The 
procedures followed depend on the 
conditions at the time and may be changed 
several times during the days activities. 

Colonel Townsend Whelen’s ‘‘The Ulti- 
mate In Rifle Precision’ (1958) directed that 
the cross-hairs should be “‘aligned just very 
slightly below the aiming point, and then to 
press slightly down on the small of the stock 
which will cause the cross-hairs to rise 
slightly right onto the aiming point —’’. This 
practice was widely used at the time of this 
writing and | used it from time to time even 
with a low recoil .222 Remington. With our 
present stand and standbag equipment the 
above procedure is not needed except 
perhaps with high recoil rifles hunting rifles 
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where a firm hold is required. 

Some degree of flexibility by the shooter 
is required from time to time due to bench 
construction, weather conditions, range 
layout, etc. | suspect that many competitors 
cause themselves some trouble, particu- 
larly with the heavy benchrest rifle on 
stands, with a lot of pounding of the stands 
into the bench. Some benches will develop 
a “‘loaded’”’ condition during the hammering 
in of stands and ‘‘unload’’ themselves 
during the group, and not always only in a 
vertical plane. Stands for the big guns 
should be designed so that this hammering 
in of stands into the bench can be held to 
a minimumn and the elimination of a 
“loaded” condition. If mechanical stands 
are being used, there are additional factors 
to think about and deal with. They are not 
an end unto themselves as some 
competitors think. 


JIM BORDEN 


The thoughts on whether to hold or not 
to hold onto my rifles has been a subject 
that | have wrestled with very often. In fact 
many times | believe that | have wrestled 
with the rifles themselves. 

My start in benchrest was through the 
hunter sort with a 308 win in a model 700 
Remington Varminter. | obviously held onto 
this rifle and found that the results were 
quite satisfactory. It lead me to believe that 
| could shoot anything that came along. 

My first sporter was a used 6x47. At- 
tempts to hang onto this gun and fire it 
consistently proved to be discouraging. 
Therefore, | began to shoot with a free recoil 
style. The stock was placed at least one half 
inch forward of the shoulder. This style 
produced the best groups with that par- 
ticular rifle. 

It was later rebarreled to 6PPC and 
0.1580 moa agg was fired with it at South 
Creek at the 1981 4th of July shoot. 
However, on the warm-up of that aggregate 
| fired a 0.300+ due to doubling with Jack 
Deming on my left. | was convinced 
throughout the rest of the day that Jack was 
firing his groups rapidly so that he could 
finish before | got started. The person to my 
right was also firing rapidly and this made 
for almost ideal conditions for firing free 
recoil. 

That aggregate hooked me into shooting 
with free recoil all of the time which | believe 
has been a fatal mistake competitively. 
More than once in the past three years of 
competition, | have lost a good placing in an 
aggregate due to doubling with another 
shooter. When firing a free recoiling rifle, the 
double can make a .300 or .400+ group in 
a hurry. 
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| experimented successfully with light 
contact on my Heavy Varmint rifle late in the 
1984 season. However, | still cannot get the 
gun performance that satisfies me when 
holding onto a sporter. | am having a new 
sporter built for the 1985 season and fully 
intend to experiment with a light hold with 
this rifle. | may not win as many small group 
awards as in the past, but the aggregate 
placings may well improve. 

You ask about the front sandbag. | used 
a Tuller wide owl ear bag on my Hart rest 
until the 1984 season. The only modification 
to the rest was the top had metal sides 
added that supported the bag laterally. This 
aided in reducing some of the rifle move- 
ment caused by neighboring guns being 
fired. In 1984 | switched to one of Ed 
Joiner’s tops that utilize the small flexible 
bags and adjustable sides. The topis set-up 
so that the gun is a snug fit in the rest. This 
has reduced gun movement due to 
neighboring guns even more. However, | 
have begun to wonder whether or not | have 
the bags adjusted too tightly due to the 
vertical problems that | experienced in 
1984. Some more experimentation with this 
adjustment will be done in 1985. 

In reference to holding off — | have used 
this method extensively over a few sea- 
sons. | started in benchrest by condition 
shooting utilizing the holdoff only when | 
was out of time. | was rather successful and 
in fact placed more consistently that first 
year than | did the next few years when | 
fired more sighters and held off. In analyzing 
my groups, aggregates and notes from the 
shoots during the winter of 1983, | found 
that | placed more shots out of the groups 
by holding than | placed in them. The 1984 
season returned to condition shooting and 
my average performance once again im- 
proved. My rifles were tuned and save the 
small problems that were experienced with 
the aforementioned vertical, placement 
improved. The 1985 season will be shot 
using the consistent condition approach 
with only minor holding for the direction that 
the bullets are placing as the group is 
formed. 
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Dear Dave: 

The way you handle and work a rifle on 
the sandbags plays a big part in benchrest 
shooting. For this reason, | feel more 
comfortable using the basic free recoil style. 
Also, | believe this style gives me the best 
consistency from shot to shot. 

Before shooting, | like to put a slight 
amount of talcum powder on the front and 
rear bags. | then settle the rifle into the rear 
bag and make sure the gun will slide back 
and forth smoothly. When shooting | use a 
very slight amount of shoulder pressure on 
the butt of the stock and try to maintain the 
same pressure for every shot. | use the 
same method for both the 10/2 pound and 
13% pound classes. 

The only front sandbag that | have used 
is the standard Tuller bag. | would like to 
have more side contact pressure than these 
provide. | am interested in the newer ad- 
justable front bag assemblies. These seem 
to be an improvement as they offer the 
shooter a quick and simple way to adjust 
side contact pressure. 

When holding on the target, | prefer to use 
a3 o'clock hold on the ten ring. This, | feel, 
gives a more definite aiming point than 
would holding in the center. Basically, | try 
to shoot the five record shots in the same 
condition. | like to shoot them as fast as 
possible, conditions permitting. If condi- 
tions are bad or tricky, | try to find one that 
will hopefully repeat. After waiting on the 
condition to return, | will build the group 
using a combination of shooting on the 
sighter and returning to the record target. 
Normally, | will ‘“‘hold off’ depending on 
what the sighter calls for. | try not to hold 
for any vertical shots unless absolutely 
necessary because | have yet to find a 
successful method for doping conditions for 
vertical shots. 

| hope you receive more input on vertical 
holding since this seems to be a common 
problem for a lot of shooters. 
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BOB DeMONSTOY 


Dear Dave, 

I guess that itis about time that | got going 
and answered your letter, although to be 
honest | am about as good with writing as 
| am at walking on water. 

In response to question number one, in 
my early shooting days, | held the rifle, 
without much success. Things improved 
when | went to the free recoil method. 

| will admit that | have always had trouble 
with the ten and a half pound rifle wanting 
to jump all over the place when using the 
free recoil method. This past year | started 
using a new front rest top, and it was a heck 
of an improvement. The rest is adjustable 
on the sides, and by keeping it tight on the 
stock, it sure helps to keep the rifle stable. 
The rest top is made by Wendell Coye, and 
sure does a good job. (Editor: the address 
is: Wendell Coye, 5632 Middle Road, 
Hemlock, New York 14466. | purchased a 
pair of them, with sandbags already filled — 
.E., idiot-proof — last September, and they 
are, as Bob says, great!) 

| prefer to pick a condition, and stay with 
it if at all possible. If conditions are changing 
rapidly, then it is a matter of holding off, 
whether | like it or not. This is where the fun 
(?) begins. | try to find out early in the day 
what the various changes in conditions will 
give me. . . .onthe sighter target, naturally. 
When | start my record target | like to keep 
firing until it is finished, without major 
pauses. This will require holding off quite 
commonly, unless you have either a calm, 
or a constant condition. | have had more 
success with this method in ten shot 
matches than in five shot matches, for some 
obscure reason or other. 
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No. Manchester, Indiana 46962 
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WALT BERGER 


Dear Dave, 

My basic style of shooting incorporates 
a mild hold when shooting a varmint rifle. 
Since my unrestricted rifle is a return to 
battery gun | do not hold it. | do not vary 
my holding of the rifle when going from a 
10% to 13% rifle. 

| do not shoot free recoil but | still like the 
front sand bag to have light to medium 
contact with the sides of the stock. 

At 100 yards | try to find a condition that 
will repeat itself often enough so | can 
complete my group without holding off. At 
200 yards | have a tendency to pick a 
condition that is relatively steady and when 
| start shooting | watch the condition and 
how it affected the last shot and hold 
accordingly. 

| think a new shooter would be well 
advised to shoot repeat conditions until he 
or she has learned to read conditions well 
enough to hold off. 

| do not think there has been enough 
consideration to stock design. It is my 
opinion that small groups are a result of 
many things and one of them is proper gun 
handling. Since we are not all of the same 
physical make up we do not all require the 
same stock configuration. When | started 
shooting the HV class, | designed a wood 
stock that allowed me to hold it in a 
comfortable manner and was rather suc- 
cessful with it. When | started shooting all 
classes | switched to the more conventional 
stocks and as a result have been an up and 
down shooter. Recently | acquired a stock 
from H & S Precision. Although it is not 
massive (it has graphite channels in it) it is 
real stiff. It allows me to hold it in an easy 
and relaxed shooting position. As a result 
my shooting has improved. 

The last two matches have seen 100 yard 
aggs in the 17s with a three gun agg in the 
26s. Out of ten consecutive 100 yard 
matches this past weekend (we shot all 
three 100 yard on Sat.) seven of them were 
in the ones. It is not a cure all as | fell asleep 
and shot a five at 100 yards (same old 
Berger) but it does point out that you have 
to do everything the same to shoot the small 
aggs required to win today. It is my opinion 
that the better the stock fits you, the easier 
it is to do everything the same. | think this 
is pointed out by the weird stock config- 
uration we see in the free style rifles. 


WANTED 


40-X ACTIONS, STOCKS, 
and RIFLES. 


Bob Pease 
POB 787, New Braunfels, TX 78131. 
AC 512 625-1342 afternoons 


LEE ANDREWS 


Dear Dave, 

This is in answer to your letter on holding 
techniques. 

1) My basic style of benchrest shooting is 
free recoil. | squeeze the rear bag with 
my left hand and also press down on the 
rifle with the right thumb to stabilize it in 
the rear bag. Then the right thumb rests 
lightly on the top of the pistol grip as the 
trigger is pressed, which for me, seems 
to give the best control over trigger 
release. 

2) Generally | shoot the 10% pound rifle 
similar to the 13¥2 except that | do hold 
my shoulder as close to the buttstock as 
possible without influencing it. This is to 
keep the scope eyepiece from hitting 
me, which I’ve found to be distracting. 
In the unrestricted class, | shoot a 26 
pound bag gun, and | use the same free 
recoil method as with the 13% pound 
rifle. 

3) As for rests, | use a Tuller wide owl front 
bag in a Wichita rest with a firm fill and 
complete contact on bottom and sides 
of stock for good straight back guid- 
ance. The rear bag is a standard Tuller 
rabbit ear bag filled fairly firm also. In- 
cidentally, although | currently use firmly 
filled sandbags, | have also used a looser 
fill with similar results. | doubt if that 
makes much difference, but individual 
techniques might bring different results 
with one or the other. 

4) On the subject of target holding tech- 
niques, for me the much preferred 
situation is to fire all five record shots in 
the same condition, either all at once or 
when it returns. A continually reoccur- 
ring condition is a real delight if it is 
readable and consistent. The trick, 
obviously, is to start the group in the 
most dominant condition and hope it 
either holds long enough to complete the 
group or returns in less than 7 minutes. 
Unfortunately, in the real world, this 
doesn’t always happen, and most of us 
have had the experience of firing one or 
two shots, say, in a nice readable left to 
right, then sitting there waiting out a 
ferocious right to left with 6/2 minutes 
used up. It does pay to have fired a few 
significant sighters in the reverses and 
to remember their values for quick recall 
when time gets short. 

Overall, I’d say that in light conditions, 
| try to work with the condition, shading 
a little as needed; and in heavy weather, 
particularly at 200 yards, I'll hold off, 
sometimes large amounts, as conditions 
and time dictate. 
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CLARENCE HAMMONDS 


Dear Dave, 

| have been following the ‘shooting 
styles” letters with considerable interest. It 
has been of personal interest to me, be- 
cause! think that over the past couple of 
years | have tried every shooting style 
known to mortal man, as well as a few not 
known previously (and after testing them, | 
conclude that they should remain 
unknown). You name it....1 tried it.... 
standing on my head, squeezing my 
sandbag with my right toe, hold my left ear 
shut with my right arm, pulling the trigger 
with my left thumb .... if somebody 
suggested a style, | would try it. | tried the 
free recoil method that so many of your 
replies indicate was that shooter’s choice. 
You had some darn good shooters replying, 
no doubt about that, but after a heck of a 
lot of testing, | personally feel that | would 
shoot better standing better on my head 
than | do with the free recoil method. | was 
just completely inconsistent with free recoil 
.... one day | would do passing fair, and 
the next day my shots would be all over 
kingdom come. On some of these bad days 
my wife would beat me using a hunter class 
rifle with a six power scope. 

| finally decided to give the ‘‘firm grip’ 
school of thought a fair try, even though | 
realized that a substantial percentage of 
today’s shooters are dead set against it, 
and will tell you solemnly that it causes all 
sorts of bad things to happen (mostly on 
your target). The first time | gave it a serious 
try-out at a match was at a hunter class at 
Sulphur Springs. | used a firm hold, with my 
thumb across the top of the stock, and 
putting a bit of downward pressure with that 
thumb. | came away from the match with 
a 250-20x score, and mother didn’t raise 
any fools .... 1 knew | had found a style 
that suited me .... | stopped experi- 
menting with other shooting styles right 
there. 

With that perplexing issue cleared up (this 
was last spring), | was able to go ahead and 
work on other elements of becoming a 
better benchrest shooter. | made up a set 
of wind flags, and now my practice sessions 
were devoted to studying changes in im- 
pact brought about by conditions. Grad- 
ually | selected certain components and 
rejected others, by trial and error methods. 
One of Jim Meyer’s actions, a Bill Wiseman 
barrel, a McMillan graphite stock, Bruno 65 
grain bullets . . . . gradually things began to 
come together. A Hugh Henrickson 6 PPC 
reamer arrived, and shortly thereafter there 
was an end of the practice of my wife 
beating me with a hunter class rifle and a 
six power scope. | settled on a load of 28.2 
grains of H 322, and just like my selection 
of a shooting style, once | had made up my 
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mind, | did not experiment further with 
loads. 

As far as front sandbags go, | use the 
Sinclair competitive top, and | am told that 
Protektor here in Galeton, Pa. is now 
making a similar bag. | do maintain some 
side pressure on the rifle from the way | 
adjust the two sides of the competitive top, 
but not so much pressure that | pick up the 
rifle and the front rest comes along with it. 
| rest my left arm on the bench, with my left 
hand squeezing the bag, to make minor 
changes in the sight picture. | just shoot 
hunter class and the varmint classes at 
present .... 1 am not yet into the heavy 
bench class. 

As far as your fourth question goes, well 
it sure would be nice to have a condition 
hold for five shots. Unfortunately, in the real 
world, this seldom happens. All new 
shooters are familiar with this scenario... . 
they get off two shots early in the seven 
minutes, and then that condition disap- 
pears. So they wait... .and wait... .and 
about the time that the rangemaster calls 
“two minutes”... . nerves are starting to 
get frazzled a bit. My personality is such 
that if | sit there and wait this long, it takes 
a toll on my nerves, and when that two 
minute warning comes, and | then reach the 
decision to go back to the sighter and try 
to learn how to hold for the new condition 
.... welll am allin a dither, with time getting 
short, and when | go back upstairs, 
somehow | am just not that successful. | 
personally am better off if, when the 
condition changes, unless | feel strongly 
that it will be right back, rather .. . . going 
to the sighter target right away, and 
learning what the new condition calls for 
. .. .and then going back upstairs, and hold 
off the indicated amount. It is a big ad- 
vantage, to me at least, to be able to do this 
without any time pressure eating at you. At 
this year’s IBS Hunter Nationals | don’t 


TAKE-DOWN CLEANING STAND 


PROTECTS RIFLE FINISH 


HOLDS RIFLE AT CORRECT ANGLE TO HELP 
KEEP CLEANING ROD STRAIGHT 
ADJUSTABLE FOR HEIGHT 
DIS-ASSEMBLE WITH 4 SCREWS AND 
CARRY IN SHOOTING BOX 
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ALSO PRECISION CHAMBERING 
AND BARREL WORK, REMINGTON ACTION 
RE-WORK & SLEEVES. 


CARL ROLLER 


429 N. ASH 602-833-7818 MESA, AZ 85201 


think | fired two shots the whole day where 
| used the same aiming point. | will hold all 
over the target, as | seem necessary. | just 
get nervous sitting out there, doing nothing. 
| will be through shooting in two or three 
minutes. This suits my temperment; and 
besides, it gives me ample time to clean my 
gun and my wife’s gun. This style and 
method will not work for many, but con- 
versely what works for others often does 
not work for me. What each shooter must 
do is evolve a style that fits his temperment 
and practices . . . . and once he is satisfied 
.... don’t let others talk you out of it. You 
will never get anywhere making major 
changes every week, just because you Saw 
some successful shooter doing things a 
different way. Have the courage of your 
convictions. 


The OSAGE front rest 


Moves horizontally as well as vertically. 


No more moving the rear sandbag, all needed 
adjustments are in the rest. 


Complete rest — $125.00 


Top only, for Hart or Wichita 
(specify which) — $80.00 


The OSAGE 
Arbor Press 
$47.50 


VERNON C. SEELEY 
Box 6, Osage, Wyoming 82723 
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The 6mm Rampage Wildcat 


Dear Dave 

After a couple of phone calls from you, 
asking me to write you a letter on my Hunter 
class wildcat, ordering me to write you a 
letter, pleading, crying, threatening, bully- 
ing, sniveling, whining .... | finally rec- 
ognized that | had a losing proposition on 
my hands, and sat down to have a go at the 
onerous task. 

It was as | feared .... and suspected 
.... alas, there seems to be some sort of 
great enmity between my right hand.... 
and any sort of a writing instrument. . . . be 
it pen, pencil, or whatever. | was sitting 
there, feeling sorry for myself... . after all, 
| work to tolerances of thousandths of an 
inch in my gunsmithing, why this con- 
founded problem with a silly little pencil. . . . 
when the postman brought the latest issue 
of P.S.: an excuse to relax, which | promptly 
took. 

While wandering through the pages, in 
the Seely Masker article, | found a new 
lease on life .... Seely talked about 
sending the editor a TAPE ... . heck, I’ve 
got a tape recorder .... salvation is at 
hand. 


A state-of-the art 
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the rest. 


Powder Baffle delivers 
charge-to-charge 
uniformity 

Precision machined 
powder flow areas 
Zero backlash 
micrometer 
guarantees precise, 
repeatable settings 
Comparable 

features can only 

be found on expensive 
custom conversions. 
See the #3BR Match Grade Powder 
Measure at better gun shops or write for 
FREE full-line catalog! 


REDDING F 


RELOADING EQUIPMENT 
114PM Starr Rd., Cortland, N.Y. 13045 


26 


(Editor’s comments to the board of di- 
rectors of P.S.: It’s about time for a raise, 
gentlemen. If you think the request is out of 
order, I'd like a few of you over to my house, 
please. We'll sit around, have a few beers 
.... and listen to a few tapes. We’ll start 
off with a Seely Masker tape. . . . complete 
with musical background . .. . sometimes 
symphony, sometimes country-western, 
and with a few two weeks old weather 
forecasts thrown in for good measure. And 
Seely shouting over the Hank Wiliams 
rendition .... and the UPS man arriving 
.... and Marge shouting down the stairs 
that Dr. Maretzo is on the phone... . and 
some new customer falling down the cellar 
Stairs .... and the Avon lady showing up 
when Marge isn’t there, and trying to sell 
Seely some bubble-bath while waiting for 
Marge to return .... (for the record.... 
Seely asked her if she had any cutting oil) 
....@tc., etc. Keep in mind that the editor 
is supposed to pull an article out of all this 
bedlam. Well, in addition to all this, now the 
Editor has Clarence Hammonds sending 
him tapes. From having listened (in awe) to 
the entire tape, | can tell you this about the 
Hammonds household: 

1.) They have a parakeet. He makes a lot 
of noise. Sometimes so much noise that 
one can’t hear what Clarence is saying. 

2.) The Hammonds kid just got a lousy 

report card. Mrs. Hammonds thinks Mr. 

Hammonds should talk to Hammonds 

Jr. about it. Mr. Hammonds was 

non-commital. 

Apparently, on his way home with the 

bum report card, the kid (who shows 

signs of deviousness), tried to burn the 
report card. In the attempt, the fire got 
away from him, and burned down the 

Red Lion, Pa. Town Hall. Someone has 

just showed up with a two million dollar 

bill for the town hall. Mrs. Hammonds 
wants Mr. Hammonds to talk to the lad. 

Mr. Hammonds remains non-commital. 

And the editor is expected to pull an 
article out of all this. Back to the letter.) 


3. 


~~ 


Quality Pull-Buttoned 
Rifle Barrels 
in Stainless Steel 
by 


GARY SCHNEIDER 
BARREL-MAKER 
12202 N. 62nd Place 
Scottsdale, Arizona 85254 
(602) 948-2525 


of Clarence Hammonds 


Some time back, | started looking for a 
cartridge case to make a wildcat out of. | 
really didn’t want anything too radical... . 
indeed | wanted to use my PPC reamer 
when chambering for this new case. That 
seemed like a bit of a tall order, but 
everytime | read about some fellow with a 
wildcat that required forty three forming 
dies, a hydraulic press, a pipe organ, and 
two human sacrifices, | would tend to go to 
sleep .... which is what | do when faced 
with more work than | feel | want to tackle. 

While hanging around the local gun shop, 
| noticed a box of Norma 6.5 Jap brass. 
What the heck, it was a dull night in town 
.... asked to see it... . | looked it over, 
and wandered out of the store, with my new 
purchase in hand. Great financial dynasties 
have started on such beginnings. Besides, 
the store owner seemed to be overjoyed 
when | brought up the possibility that | might 
purchase the dust-covered box. | muddled 
around with vernier calipers, micrometers, 
yardsticks, sundials, Norden Bombsights, 
and the Sunday New York Times cross- 
word puzzle. The case did indeed seem 
close to what | was looking for. 

With a little bit of experimenting, | found 
that if | ran a 6PPC reamer into the barrel 
.410” deeper than normal, this case will go 
in just fine. So, all that one does is neck it 
down about twenty thousandaths, turn the 
neck to nine and two thousanaths, fire form 
the little rascal, and start shooting. A lazy 
man’s wildcat. The next nice thing about 
this case. . . . the case so formed meets the 
case capacity rules for NBRSA Hunter 
class. The next nice thing . . . . after having 
built afew . . . . the case shows an amazing 
willingness to accept just about any old 
powder that you might have lying about the 
reloading bench . .. . and they all seem to 
shoot well. I’ve tried everything | had on 
hand .... and brother, that ranged from 
4831 to H335, and toss in 4895 and BLC2 
as well... . they all shot one hole groups. 

One starts off the same way one would 
deal with the 6PPC .... turn the necks to 
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reticles. Dot sizes as small as 1/32 MOA in 
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nine and two thousandths (all my reamers 
have .262 necks) fireform, and neck size 
very little, if at all. Another nice thing (there 
are a lot of nice things about this wildcat) 
....you can use your regular 6PPC seating 
die. Just fabricate a base, recessed four 
and ten thousandths, and that is that. The 
Norma brass is generally available (oh, it 
may not be on the shelf of your local gun 
shop, but it’s quite likely to be on his 
wholesaler’s shelves, so you just have to 
make a few minutes loud noises). | have 
turned the case rims down to fit my PPC bolt 
face, but if one wished, just leave it as is for 
a .308 bolt face. Either works quite well. 


The targets that are herewith are of 
course hunter class targets, each with five 
shot groups. The targets are not specially 
selected .... they are representative of 
targets fired. Tomorrow | am going to the 
range to chronograph loads, and this tape 
will resume when | return. 

(Editor’s note: At this point there was a 
23 hour period of nothing in the Hammonds 
tape). 

Well, | have returned, like General 
MacArthur. A day’s work with the chro- 
nograph and we keep coming back to the 
load that seemed best before, namely 37.5 
grains of 748. The shot to shot deviation in 
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velocity is in the 9 to 11 f.p.s. range, which 
is pretty darn good. Both H380 and H414 
each seem to show a lot of promise, but the 
chronograph shows a considerably greater 
deviation from shot to shot. 

All testing has been done, of necessity in 
the winter. It is possible that the return of 
warmer weather will turn up a load that the 
cartridge likes better. Testing in this respect 
was hampered by the cheapskate maga- 
zine that you are reading refusing to send 
me to Acapulco to properly test the car- 
tridge in warmer temperatures. K.L. Miller, 
one of the better Hunter class shooters in 
the IBS, is quite enthusiatic about this 
wildcat, as am I. 

When all this work was done with the 
cartridge, all that was left was to name it. 
Having been brain-washed by Precision 
Shooting magazine, | called the Editor, and 
asked him .... “hey, how about naming 
this little stinker for me?’’. And I'll let the 
editor finish this up. 

(Editor: After Clarence called my office, | 
was sitting there in a bit of a funk. Usually 
| have a half-dozen names bouncing around 
in my noggin. Today was one of those days 
.... just couldn’t think of a name for love 
or money. While | was sitting there stewing, 
one of our agency supervisors came 
storming through, holding a file with a letter 
on top. ‘‘Boy, wait until you read this letter 
from Aetna... . Boy, are you ever going on 
a RAMPAGE!’’. | stood up . . . . spread my 
arms, and shouted .... ‘that’s it.... the 
Rampage!!!"’. The girl fled .... the 
manager had obviously flipped out, under 
the business pressure.) 


Called Clarence, and told him modestly 
that | had come up with a name for his 
wildcat. He liked the name, and | tried to 
sound humble. 

Somewhere .... 
RAMPAGE lives!!!. 


tonight .... the 
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TRADING POST 


One man’s “Junk” is another man’s “Collector’s 
Item!” Turn your surplus items into cash with a 
Trading Post ad. ORDER FROM EDITOR. 


Groups of figures, abbreviations and initials count 
as words. Hyphenated word counts as two words. 
Name and address of advertiser is counted. Use full 
words instead of initials and abbreviations and make 
your meaning entirely clear. 

Classified type ads: no dislay. Rates: 15 cents per 
word per insertion, prepaid. Minimum charge is 
$1.50. Closing date for ads is the 20th of the month 
preceding publication. 


FOR SALE: 6 PPC sporter. Hall action, Hart 
barrel, stocked and smithed by Sinclair. 
Fired less than 500 rounds. $875.00. 
Leupold 36X scope, new condition, 
$175.00. Mark Godnick (802) 775-5233, or 
(802) 775-7580. 


CONVERSIONS: For $50.00 and return 
UPS, | will convert your Stolle Panda to use 
a trigger bracket. Includes bracket, pins, 
and screws. Extra bracket, $10.00. Alvin 
Davidson, 1125 Foster Road, Las Cruces, 
New Mexico 88001. 


FOR SALE: Remington 20X BR scope with 
fine crosshairs, external adjustments. 
Mounts on action. Excellent condition. 16 
inches long, approximately 20 oz. with 
mounts. $110.00. Richard Hawkins, (812) 
687-7658 after 6:00 PM, E.S.T. 


FOR SALE: Shilen HV 6 PPC. Nickel-plated 
DGA action, 2 oz. trigger. Glass-peened 
select match barrel fired 800 rounds. 
Charcoal stock. Lovingly pampered. 
$590.00. Leupold-Siebert 30X, extra-fine 
crosshairs. Like new, $190.00. Shilen .222 
9 pound varmint rifle. Identical to rifle above, 
except 24” barrel, .75” at muzzle. Also 
sizer, seater, neck turned cases. $600.00. 
Call Dave at (817) 573-3625 after 6:00 PM, 
Texas time. 


WANTED: Winchester 52-C, any condition. 
Also 52 parts, Remington 40X rimfire bolt 
or bolt parts. Selby Wright, 2517 Grant Line 
Road, New Albany, Indiana 47150. 


TRADE: 6 PPC sporter for .22 cal rimfires 
or 20 gauge shotgun. Chas. Hopewell, 
6204 Fox Ave., Louisville, Kentucky 40272. 


Send for our FREE 
Catalog of Gunsmith Tools 
and Mounts 


NICK YOUNG 


Dear Dave, 

| was quite flattered to be asked to join 
the P.S. Columnist staff; as | look over the 
present staff, you have me in some pretty 
heady company. I have also looked over the 
listing that you have sent me... . of what 
you expect from your columnists. | suppose 
that | can as you require, slay at least one 
dragon a year, although they are hard to 
find around Knoxville in the winter months. 
There’s one that re-appears here in the 
summer months, but we use him to light the 
charcoal at our backyard barbecues, and 
he’s sort of well-liked in the neighborhood 
(as dragons go). Some of the other ones 
sound also difficult . . . . slaying infidels and 
unbelievers; going off on a Crusade; and 
searching for the Holy Grail. Maybe I'll just 
specialize in rescuing damsels in distress 
.... provided they are beautiful, of course 
.... and let the other job requirements slide 
for a while. (Editor: Nick, first year col- 
umnists are assigned to dragon cases only. 
Second year columnists handle ugly- 
damsel-in-distress cases. The Editor, Seely 
Masker, Rick Hornbeck, and Geo. Fullmer 
handle beautiful-damsel-in-distress cases. 
When we have two more articles from 
Harold Broughton, he is promoted to this 
level. Do not be concerned however; we 
never send anew columnist out on a dragon 
case alone. Speedy or Geza will be right 
there with you). 

Most custom gun shops hate wildcats 
with a passion .... for no better reason 
than the wildcats are non-standard, and the 
tooling for them is not a shelf item. They live 
in fear that ‘‘Brewster the Benchrester”’ will 
show up at some fair to middlin’ sized match 
and whip-up on everyone. (That’s southern 
talk for “‘defeat’’; | notice that you do not 
have much southern talk in P.S.), using his 
very own .243 Buster Boomer. Especially 
if he carries it off a second, or even a third 
time .... then they start to get inquiries 
.... about the possibility of chambering a 
barrel for them in the Buster Boomer 
configuration .... as well as providing 
sizers and seaters. Sometimes the shop 
doesn’t even know what the wildcatis... . 
and yet there’s a customer here wanting 
one....assoonas possible... .can| wait 
while you do the chambering? Like very ugly 
children, most wildcats are only loved by 
their mothers, or their fathers, who are often 
wont to identify their creations only by their 
initials (E.G., .243 BB, .223 MFY) because 
they know in their hearts that the cartridge 
is a bastard (that’s southern for illegitimate). 

Wildcats very seldom become 
standardized. | doubt that very many 
modern day benchrest shooters would 
recognize the .22 Tomcat or the 6MM 


Tomcat. These were the creations of Tom 
Gillman, three time varmint-sporter Na- 
tionals champion, but they never caught on 
with other shooters, even in his day. 

The .219 Don Wasp just seemed to be 
in the right place at the right time .... to 
be picked up by the right people, such as 
Pfeiffer, Buhmiller, Gregoire, Taylor, Rob- 
bins, Wallack, Clark, Yockey, and other 
equally illustrious shooters and gunsmiths 
of that era. The end of availability of .219 
Zipper brass more or less coincided with the 
arrival of the .222 Remington as a legitimate 
(as opposed to illegitimate) factory number 
from Remington, whose creator was the 
then whippersnapper Merle Walker .... 
one of the most influential names of the 
century in the field of accuracy. A major 
factor in the decline of the Wasp was the 
difficulty of Wasp case forming .... when 
it was so much easier to drive down to the 
local gun shop, and pick up forty or sixty 
.222 cases. Another factor is the tendency 
of benchresters to always want to move on 
to another cartridge, when they have grown 
tired of the then accepted standard. If the 
.222 had come first, maybe the Wasp would 
have replaced it . . . . because of the desire 
to go to something different. And while 
benchrest shooters are always wanting to 
move on to something new, the excellence 
of the standard cartridge of the sport makes 
it hard to displace. The Wasp was relatively 
short-lived; from 1947 to 1950 it was king 
of the hill, but actually a bit of research will 
show that while the .222 came on the scene 
in 1950, it wasn’t until 1958 that it finally got 
a Clear lead over the venerable .219. From 
1958 to 1975 was the era of the ‘‘deuce’’, 
the .222. And from 1975 to the present, the 
ubiquitous PPC ruled the roost. 

And while | may remember the task of 
making Wasp cases as a little less than 
casually easy, | would comment, with 
hindsight, that it’s a lot easier than making 
.22 and 6 MM BR cases. No small numbers 
of Wasp owners tried to make cases out of 
.220 Swift and .225 Win brass, but they ran 
into the same problems back then that you 
will run into today, if you want to attempt 
the project .... the brass is just plain too 
thick to re-chamber and extract properly 
with the 55,000 and 60,000 pounds of 
pressure that the classic Wasp benchrest 
loads turned up. So, the 222 Remington 
gradually pushed the Wasp aside, not 
completely into oblivion, just as the Wasp 
had done earlier to the .250-3000. 

Did | detect your eyebrows raised in 
surprise at the naming of the .250-3000, 
sir? Kindly remember that at the start of the 
sport, in 1947, there was no .243 caliber, 
and the .30 bullet situation was nothing to 
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write home about. So, back at the start, if 
you wanted to do something different, 
rather than the .22s that everyone else was 
shooting (yes, there were rebels in those 
days also), you turned to the .25s, the 
.250-3000, the .25 Don Ace, the .25 
Helldiver. In fact, back in 1950, Paul Dinant, 
of San Diego, California using a .250-3000 
rifle fired a five shot .1057 group at 100 
yards, and stood the benchrest world on its 
ear in sheer admiration of the accom- 
plishment. With a Mauser action and a 
Pfeifer barrel | had me one just like it. Giff 
Chamberlain, an old time California 
benchrester, and | made .25 caliber bullets 
in Banta dies, and Hollywood Gun Shop 
dies that would group in the three’s at 100 
yards .... well, some of the time, at least. 

Although | never met or shot with Sam 
Clark Jr., | do recall that Mr. Clark, the 
foremost benchrest shooter of his day, set 
more than one record using a .25 caliber 
rifle, specifically the .250 Don Ace, another 
one from the wrong side of the blanket, by 
way of .250 Savage brass. 

The success of the .219 Don and the 
.222, as well as the twenty five plus years 
of dominance by the .224 tube .... none 
of it would have been achieved without the 
bullet products of R.B. Sisk, Ray Biehler 
and Walt Astles. The Sisk bullets were 
pretty much the thing until the incomparable 
B&A dies came along .. . . and while they 
did make some bullet making dies in other 
calibers, it is their .224 dies that will remain 
forever the high point of their artistry. 

There were a few rimless Wasps around, 
built on Remington and .30 Remington 
cases, which of course are rimless. | was 
quite surprised very recently to learn that 
the .30 Remington is still a current pro- 
duction item with Remington. Since Rem- 
ington made their first announcement of 
their BR cartridge, | have frequently be- 
moaned, to anyone who would listen, their 
decision to go with .308 brass .... with 
predictable results, when they could have 
gone with the .30 Remington (or better yet, 
the .25 Remington), made it with a small 
primer pocket, and given us a basic case 
with which we could have competed with 
the PPC. That would have been a basic 
case that benchresters, silhouette rifle and 
pistol shooters, single shot, cast bullet, 
varmint shooters and wildcaters could have 
embraced. They could neck it down, neck 
it up, shoot it full length, shorten it, sharpen 
the shoulder, reduce the body taper .... 
the possibilities are endless. The head OD 
of this case is normally about .420, which 


places it a little better than midway between, 


the .222 Rem and the .220 Russian, with 
an overall length of 2.050 in 30 caliber 
configuration. This allows enough boiler 
room that when some of our varmint 
shooting brethren wanted to execute a 
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crow in the next county .... haul out the 
twelve inch drop tube. The good old 30-30 
is pretty much identical, the main difference 
being that the 30-30 is rimmed. All of which 
leads me to believe that Harold Broughton 
and Jim Schultz are moving in the right 
direction in the noble task of beating the 
PPC .... even if much of their develop- 


ments are bringing us back to the findings 
of Harvey Donaldson .... about circa 
1947. 

All of this just leads to further discussion. 
| sure hope so... .a wildcater’s discussion 
is always fun, and interesting. Some may 
think them crazy .... but at least we are 
not dull. 


THE .22 JALAPENO 
(.222 IMPROVED) 
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Dear Dave, 

As you requested, here is a sketch of the 
critter. | call it the Jalapeno, named after the 
Mexican pepper, which tends to be a bit hot. 
It is an improved version of the venerable 
.222, and | make no claims as to its 
invention; this is simply my version of a 
wildcat that has fallen from favor, but, like 
the 222% that you wrote of in the January 
issue, it seems to be able to shoot quite well 
these days, when one uses the knowledge 
and technology of 1985 .... rather than 
1960 technology. 

| chambered a 26 inch Hart barrel for the 
late Ken Viara in this configuration. Ken 
talked Frank Nash into chronographing it 
for him one afternoon. As you know, Ken 
was never a “‘hot’’ loader, his loading was 
basically conservative. | would have liked to 
have seen the look on Frank’s face when 
the chronograph registered well over 3500 
f.p.s. for the ‘‘ancient’”’ .222 ... . with a bit 
of improving. Other results from chrono- 
graphs have indicated a muzzle velocity in 
the 3500-3700 range for this wildcat. 

My personal load is a hefty amount of 
H 335 with 52 grain Hollister bullets. Please 
note that this is a very hot load, and | do 
not choose to list its exact amount; it is well 
over 25 grains. People familiar with H 335 
have been known to comment on the fact 
that it was adown-right hefty amount of that 
particular powder, but like the man says on 
the T.V. show ‘‘Hunter’’, ‘‘It works for me’’. 
| have found H 322 to be my number two 
pounder selection. (Editor: from consulting 
past equipment listings of those who used 
the standard .222 with H 335 loadings... . 
it is indeed the kind of load that should be 


saved for the banzai attack). 

| fireform cases with a real light load of 
Winchester 748 powder. Even with light 
loads | seem to always split one or two 
cases in a box of twenty. There is nothing 
complicated about the case; it’s the old 
standby .222. Even shooting the ‘‘last 
ditch” load that | do, | still get more firings 
out of a case than | can get out of a PPC 
before having to resize it. 

So far the case has treated me well. | 
estimate that | have fired it in a dozen or so 
matches in the past three years, and | 
cannot recall an agg so large that it was out 
of the twos. 

| have been using a Bob Sherer barrel, 
but Roger Gower (Keystone Supply) has 
just obtained for me an Atkinson barrel with 
a one in fifteen twist. | have a theory that 
with the light bullets at the speed that | am 
firing them, that twist just might be a bit 
better balance. We shall see. 

Like all wildcats, it costs a bit more to get 
started. The loading dies have to be made 
special; but even so they are not an- 
arm-and-a-leg situation . . . . you're talking 
fifty dollars more. 

It’s worth fifty dollars to me to have the 
fun of playing with something different. This 
year I’m planning to shoot the 6 PPC only 
in the sporter class; the rest of the time | will 
be shooting my .22 Jalapeno. Even with 
hefty loads, it’s a lot less “‘fuss’’ than the 
PPC when fired. A moderate load... . and 
you'll re-discover how easy the .222 is to 
shoot. 

Jim Meyer 
64 Norfolk Road 
Torrington, Conn. 06790 
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JOHN BUNCH 


Dear David, 

Just finished reading all the comments in 
February issue of P.S. regarding types of 
hold and would like to add a few comments. 
| will address 30 caliber only, since most of 
my shooting was done with 30’s, and will 
describe first why, and second how | think 
a 30 or any rifle of heavy or medium heavy 
recoil should be fired from the bench. 

During the 50’s and 60’s, | did a lot of 
experimenting with 30’s. | had at my dis- 
posal a 100-yard underground tunnel and 
a Mann cradle (for those not familiar with a 
Mann cradle, it is a Monster return to 
battery cradle that weighs about 2000 
pounds with hand-scraped V ways. The 
bottom portion not unlike a super precision 
lathe bed with the upper part hand scraped 
and fitted like a cross slide. Fixtures are 
attached to the upper part to hold the rifle. 
It is sloped to rear for recoil. Return to firing 
position can be manually or by spring 
tension, or cradle can be locked down for 
zero recoil. 

First tests were made with guns in fol- 
lowing calibers: 308, 30/06, 300 H&H, 300 
H&H improved, and 30/338. Tests were 
made first by having the rifles in the rest with 
no tension anywhere, just laying in the 
cradle. Results were all very similar in all 
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calibers — very bad — with the mags 
jumping all over the place, as might be 
expected — “probably a nutty idea in the 
first place.’’ Next they were clamped at 
forearm with the butt stop just touching the 
butt stock; the cradle was allowed to recoil 
as far as the force pushed it back. Results 
were better but still not too good; the mags 
being the most erratic. 

At this time, | wondered how good the 
repeatability of the cradle was. | mounted 
a series of dial indicators on the top part, 
and upon moving it back and forth on the 
V ways, | could not detect any variation. 
When moved back to the battery position, 
the dials were always on zero — one more 
thing eliminated. 

| next moved the butt stop against the 
butt of the stock with hard pressure and 
clamped the upper rest down solid. The 
308’s and 30/06’s improved some, but after 
about 35-40 rounds the stocks started to 
crack around the recoil lug area and the 
tang (I did not try the Mags, as | am a 
complete idiot!!) 

At this time | realized the 308’s were 
shooting the best, so from there on all tests 
were made with 308’s. 

Next, they were allowed to recoil free; the 
results were fair but something was still 
missing. 


Next, some spring pressure was put into 
counter recoil. Results were much better, 
and by varying the spring pressure | found 
that | could change the group sizes. (Now 
maybe this nut was on to something.) 

| tried changing the spring pressure from 
shot-to-shot, and the groups went to hell. 
Conclusion — the pressure on the butt 
stock must remain constant. 

Now to put all this into practice on the 
bench. | set up on the bench next to the 
cradle and started popping away with loose 
hold — not too good; dug in so to speak; 
better results but still not right. Next tried 
some type of heavy shoulder pressure but 
feet very light on concrete floor (allowing my 
butt to be fulcrum of recoil. (Here is where 
I’m beginning to be technical.) The results 
suddenly were what | was looking for. 

At about this time my shoulder was 
starting to bruise, sol put on a shooting coat 
with heavy shoulder pad. Groups immed- 
iately went to hell. One more scientific fact 
— you cannot judge the pressure on butt 
stock unless you can feel it. (A lot of 
shooters wondered why | did not wear a 
shooting coat; reason was simply that | was 
trying to shoot a small group.) 

All of this may be facts because | wanted 
them to be facts; however, | won a lot of 
matches shooting 30’s and with a good grip 
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on them. | think all 30 shooters agree that 
30’s are very unforgiving of mistakes. 

As for hold, | always hold off in bad 
conditions, after 2-3 shots on sighter, then 
try to dope conditions for each shot on the 
record target. 

| feel that under fast changing conditions 
that a good doper will always finish toward 
the top. 

Some of our best at this were converted 
small bore (Rat Gun) shooters. And | think 
all the old timers will tell you that wind and 
mirage dopers would always eat your lunch 
for you when conditions were at their worst, 
not any screamer groups but good con- 


sistent shooting — Re: L. E. “‘Sam’”’ Wilson, 


Dr. Sam Nadler, and probably one of the 
best, Bob Smith of Dallas, Texas. 

One last thing Dave, | now have a scope 
from Premier Reticle that is a 20-48 variable 
power which | think will be a real winner. 

The scope has the focus and parallex 
adjust just ahead of the adjustment knobs 
and is turned the same as you would a 
variable power (like old Flecker) and is a 
definite improvement over the A.O. type. 

The large 57mm lens are multi-coated, 
imported from Germany, and give excellent 
light gathering even at high power. 

The outstanding feature from my 
standpoint is that the reticle is placed in the 
first focal plane; this assures that a zero 
shift in impact is maintained during power 
shifts. It is optically impossible because the 
image and the reticle are magnified at the 
same time. This will enable a shooter to 
change power during a match when he 
needs to see a little more or a little less 
mirage with complete confidence that the 
point of impact will not change. | tried it at 
five different settings, and groups did not 
get any larger (| was shooting big one’s 
anyway). Almost any type reticle is avail- 
able, crosshair from .033 to .10 minimum, 
Dot size 1/8, 1/4, 3/8, 1/2, 5/8, 3/4, or 1”. 
Multi-dots are also available (just tell Dick 
how many MOA you want them apart). 

Because of the large objective lens, 
standard height ring will not clear the barrel 
on most H.V. rifles, | used Williams see-thru. 

| have locked the rifle in and focused on 
target and can say that his claim that the 
zero will not shift during power change is 
correct. 

All in all, | think this scope will be a real 
plus for those of us who shoot bench rest. 
Additional information can be obtained from 
Dick Thomas, Premier Reticles, Rt 3, Box 
369, Wardensville, WV 26851, Telephone 
(304) 874-3917. 

To refresh some ole timers memories, 
Dick is the son of Thommy Thomas of the 
famous ‘‘Tommy Dot’’. 
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Jim Griffin 


Dear Dave, 

Just got home from two weeks of a 
Christmas sabbatical in Texas, and found 
your letter. Rather unusual coincidence 
.... you were writing to me, asking for a 
report on the new Berger 65 grain bullet, at 
about the same time that | was putting a 
substantial letter in the mail to you on that 
very subject. | think that | touched on all the 
points raised in your letter | am planning on 
more testing work with the Sierra 69 grain 
.224 bullet, as well as the Berger 65 grain, 
and I'll keep you posted as | assemble 
enough facts to report. 

I’ve enclosed a few photos, which are the 
work of Turk Takano, and show the usual 
craftsmanship of that fellow when he takes 
camera in hand. | wish that | could shoot to 
the same level of proficiency as Turk takes 
pictures! 

The primary subject matter of the photos 
is my GRABR wildcat. There is a reference, 
in the photo captions, to the ‘‘Waldeuce’”’ 
that’s another project with Dan Dowling 
hata it’s my ultra low recoil .224, with a 
bull-pup-like Aft center of gravity in the 
stocked and barreled rifle. More on this 
later, a month or so probably. 

Dave, I’ve been interested in benchrest 
application of the heavier Berger bullets for 
several years. | am working with a few of 
Walt’s experimental 80 and 85 grain 6 MM 
bullets, and firmly intend to keep on Truckin’ 
with both the .22 GRABR and the 6 MM 
GRABR. I’ve also done some work with 
alternative cases from which to form the 
GRABR, and | thnk I'll drop you a line on 
some of those experiments when | get the 
chance. Happy New Year! 


Left, .22 GRABR Berger 65 gr .224. Right, 
another one on the way — the Waldeuce. 


Left to right: 22 PPC, 6 mm PPC, .22 GRABR 
Berger 65 gr. .224 bullet, 6 mm GRABR Berger 
68 gr. 6 mm bullet, .22 GRABR Berger 52 gr. 
.224 bullet. 


This is the volumetric workup. The discolo- 
ration is solder from my attempt to solder into 
a whole case. 


Here’s the .224 Berger 65 grain HPFB bullets 
and the .22 GRABR raring to go. 
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Edited by Dave Brennan 


MINUTES OF THE WINTER MEETING 


The annual meeting of IBS was called to 
order by President Jim Borden at the 
Shadowbrook Resort, Tunkhannock, 
Penna., at 8:30 A.M. on January 12, 1985. 

A moment of silence was observed for 
those members that had passed away 
during the last year as well as those that are 
currently ill. Carl Lynn and Jack Deming 
were appointed and served as parlia- 
mentarians. 


I. Membership meeting was called to order 
and opening remarks consisted of the 
following: 

A. IBS, NBRSA, and PS will work to- 
gether to form ‘‘screamer recognition’. 
More will be published on this in PS at alater 
date. 

B. Concerning Benchrest Shooter of the 
Year — PS will expand recognition to 4 
shoots a year for each organization, plus 
the Super Shoot. 

C. Mainville club wants to issue points for 
“‘Scoreshooter of the year award’’ traveling 
and keeper plaques. 

D. Jim passed a new sample target 
around with extra 10 and 9 rings on sighter. 

E. NBRSA has relinquished Hall of Fame 
in favor of a non-organizational U.S. Hall of 
Fame. 

F. Match schedule chairman had dates 
together for club matches this year ahead 
of the meeting to be possibly in March issue 
of PS. 


ll. The next order of business was to es- 
tablish whether or not a quorum was 
present and a board of directors roll call was 
completed. The members of the Board of 
Directors that were present are hereby 
stated: President James Borden; First V.P., 
Richard Maretzo; Treasurer, Bob De- 
Monstoy; Secretary, Tony Margelewicz 
and Past President, Robert White. Club 
directors present were: Camillus 
Sportsmens Club - Hank Gonnella; Central 
Jersey Rifle & Pistol Club - Geza Nagy; 
Council Cup Rifle Range - Wally Hart; 
Dunhams Bay Fish & Game Club - Seely 
Masker; E.B.S.A. - Bob White; Factoryville 
Sportsmens Club - Roger Rutkowski; 
I.W.L.A. York, Pa. - Clarence Hammonds; 
Kelbly’s Rifle Range - George Kelbly; 
Mainville Sportsman Club - Randy Fritz; 
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Painted Post Field & Stream Club - Bob 
DeMonstoy; Pine Tree Rifle Club - Roger 
Oaksford; Prairie Dog Target Club - Mike 
Prokosh; South Creek Rod & Gun Club - 
Lloyd Richards; Sulphur Springs Rifle & 
Revolver Club - Charles Pardoe; Thurmont 
Conservation & Sportsmans Club - Dick 
Grosbier; Union County Sportsmans Club 
- Nate Boop. Clubs not represented were: 
Brunswick Gun Club, Capitol City R&P 
Club, Holmesburg Fish & Game Club, 
Jefferson County IWLA, McKinley BRS, 
Millport Shooters, Va. Chapter IWL, and no 
international clubs. 

Proxies counted totaled 15. Having the 
necessary quorum the meeting was offi- 
cially called to order. 


Ill. REPORT FROM STANDING COM- 
MITTEES 

1. Varmint Committee — Tony Marge- 
lewicz reported that the agenda item on 
3-gun was very important. 

2. Heavy Bench Committee — Bob 
DeMonstoy had nothing to report as other 
committee members were not present. 

3. Hunter Committee — Randy Fritz 
reported that the new hunter classifications 
have had their first full year of testing and 
it is a pleasure to report that the clubs have 
had an easy transition and so did the 
shooters. The new system has increased 
the participation in the original hunter gun. 
Also, approximately five to seven new 
cases are in the experimentation stage in 
the hunter class. This is good news! Since 
we have been able to add the Varmint gun 
to the score shooting championships, this 
Class is increasing in attendance. Interest is 
running high in the new 300 yard range in 
score shooting. With a little magazine 
coverage and promotion for the Hunter 
Class, we can foresee an increase in all 
aspects of this class. 


Report from Special Committees 

1. Awards Committee — Jim Borden 
reported that this committee is up to date 
on all patches, match pins and traveling 
plaques. The Precision Rifleman is up to 
date to 1982 with over 100 hours put into 
the effort. Last year there were over 500 
targets to measure and this year there were 


only 6 or 7 sets. Jim has set up a bound 
book of records. 

2. Powder Puff Committee — Jim 
Bordens wife, Joan, has taken over the 
duties of this committee which Judy Deming 
and Micky Hart have previously done. She 
urges all the men to bring their spouses at 
the Championship to try their hand at 
shooting. 

3. International Committee — Tony 
Margelewicz reported a genuine progress 
being made. Many records are being made 
over seas despite handicap they have with 
their laws. He believes this year we will have 
some real competition. 

4. Nominating Committee — Carl Lynn 
stood up and stated this committee should 
be comprised of people who know the 
majority of shooters. Carl nominated Wally 
Hart who accepted. Carl Lynn and Dan 
Razzier will serve with Wally. 


At this time, volunteers were asked for 
these committees to serve this year. They 
are as follows: 

Varmint Committee: Chairperson Tony 
Margelewicz and members Paul Ryan and 
Dennis Collins. 

H.B. Committee: Wendell Coye, Seely 
Masker and Bob White. They will determine 
chairperson later. 

Awards Committee: Roger Gower, 
Chairperson; and member Gary Ocock. 

Records Committee: Chairperson Jim 
Borden and members Lloyd Richards and 
John Moulthrop. 

Hunter Committee: Chairperson Randy 
Fritz and members Paul Olewine and Vince 
Pastorella. 

Powder Puff Committee: no volunteers. 

Int. Committee: Chairperson Tony 
Margelewicz and member Rick Hornbeck. 

Liaison Committee: Chairperson Jeff 
Stover and member Gary Ocock. 


IV. Recording Secretary’s Report — At the 
end of December, 1984, there were 844 
members. There was a loss of 101 
members this year compared to 183 last 
year. As of January 1, 1985 the amount that 
has to be sent to PS for each member has 
increased to $11.50. 

At this time Jim Borden displayed a graph 
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he made up of membership from when our 
organization began. We are about the same 
now as we were when IBS began, but we 
should try for new members, 

Treasurer's Report — Bob DeMonstoy 
reported that we now have an auditor to do 
our yearly books and that everything is 
pretty solid. We had increased finances this 
year over last, and we have more targets 
on hand this year than last year. 

At this time old business was called for 
and there was none to report. 

Under new business Carl Lynn stated 
that all shooters are elite persons and that 
our organization needs their support. He 
feels that each President that we have had 
including our present one, has put their 
whole hearted effort into making our or- 
ganization what it is today. He feels that all 
persons serving this appointment should be 
allowed to shoot at registered matches free 
of charge, as they attend practically every 
match. The meeting was then turned over 
to Dick Maretzo for membership recogni- 
tion of this. The members unanimously 
agreed with Carl. Carl also mentioned that 
our organization should look into the idea 
of some sort of liability insurance. The 
Board of Directors will study this to 
determine what should be done. 

Bill Gubernat suggested that awards be 
given for hunter class matches to bring 
more people into shooting. 

At this time, 10:00, the meeting was 
recessed for a break. 


V. The meeting was reconvened and the 
agenda items were voted on as they were 
previously printed in PS. A summary of the 
actions on these agenda items is as follows: 

Agenda item #1 — Action was first taken 
on the temporary rule changes adopted at 
the January 1984 meeting. 

1. Change PART 1, Section 11, Para- 
graph A (page 5) concerning the size and 
color of the 300 yard target (IBS target #3) 
to read: 

The overall size of the 300 yard target 
(designated as IBS #3) will be 18x18 inches 
and a sighter target of equal size will be 
included on the same piece of paper below 
the record target. The color of the target is 
to be red and is to have a borderline one-half 
inch from the target edge. 

A motion was made by Jim Greenawalt 
to accept and was seconded by Seely 
Masker. The motion was carried. 

2. Add to PART 1, Section Ill, a para- 
graph to be designated as paragraph S to 
read as follows: 


S. IBS Awards 
1. Championships 
AA. 100/200 Varmint/Heavy bench 
1) Traveling Plaques/cups 
—HV Grand winner 
—LV Grand winner 
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2) 


3) 


4) 


5) 


—HB Grand winner 

—Two Gun (HV/LV) winner 
—Three Gun (HV/LV/HB) winner 
Keeper Plaques 

—Same as Travelers 

Patch (5 inch) 

—HV 100 winner 

—HV 200 winner 

—HV Grand winner 

—LV 100 winner 

—LV 200 winner 

—LV Grand winner 

—HB 100 winner 

—HB 200 winner 

—HB Grand winner 

—Two Gun winner 

—Three Gun winner 

Patch (3 inch) 

—Top 20 HV Grand 

—Top 20 LV Grand 

—Top 20 HB Grand 

—Top 20 Two Gun 

—Top 20 Three Gun 

Match Pins 

A Match pin will be awarded to the 
competitor firing the smallest group in 
each record match in each class. 


BB. 200/300 Championship 


1) 


2) 


3) 


4) 


5) 


Traveling plaques/cups 

—HV Grand winner 

—LV Grand winner 

—HB Grand winner 

Keeper plaques 

—Same as Travelers 

Patch (5 inch) 

—HV 200 winner 

—HV 300 winner 

—HV Grand winner 

—LV 200 winner 

—LV 300 winner 

—LV Grand winner 

—HB 200 winner 

—HB 300 winner 

—HB Grand winner 

Patch (3 inch) 

—Top 10 HV Grand 

—Top 10 LV Grand 

—Top 10 HB Grand 

Match Pins 

A Match pin will be awarded to each 
competitor firing the smallest group in 
each record match in each class. 


CC. Score Championships 


1) 


2) 


3) 


Traveling Plaques/Cups 
—Varmint for Score Grand 
—Hunter Grand 

—Varmint Hunter Grand 
Keeper Plaques 

—Same as Travelers 


Patch (5 inch) 

—Hunter 100 winner 
—Hunter 200 winner 
—Hunter Grand winner 
—Varmint Hunter 100 winner 
—Varmint Hunter 200 winner 


—Vrmint Hunter Grand winner 

—Varmint for Score 100 winner 

—Varmint for Score 200 winner 

—Varmint for Score Grand winner 
4) Patch (3 inch) 

—Top 10 Hunter Grand 

—Top 10 Varmint Hunter Grand 

—Top 10 Varmint for Score Grand 
5) Match Pins 

A Match pin will be awarded to each 

competitor firing the highest score in 

each record match in each class. 
2. Aggregates 

An aggregate patch will be awarded to 
each individual that wins a range aggregate 
at a registered IBS shoot. In the case of 
Score shoots, a patch will be awarded to 
the top score in the Varmint for Score 
category and a patch will be awarded for 
the top score in either of the Hunter classes. 
3. Precision Rifleman/woman awards 

The Precision Rifleman/woman award 
system was developed to recognize the 
accomplishments of shooters that have 
consistently performed well at registered 
IBS matches over a long period of time. 
There are three levels of achievement 
recognized. These levels are achieved 
through point accrual. The levels are 
Bronze for 30 points, Silver for 60 points, 
and Gold for 100 points. A shooting jacket 
embroidered with the shooter’s name is 
awarded for the Bronze achievement. A 
certificate is awarded for the Silver and Gold 
achievements. The presentation of the 
awards is made at the International 
Championships. A master file of all IBS 
shoot reports is kept by the President or 
his/her designated representative. A file is 
also kept for any shooter that has earned 
any points. The final responsibility for 
tracking points rests with each individual 
competitor. The second Vice-President is 
accountable for verifying any and all points 
prior to the awarding of any of the three 
achievement levels to a competitor. 

The points are to be determined based on 
the attendance at the shoot. The beginning 
number of competitors at each of the 
distances determines the points that will be 
awarded for the winners. The number of 
competitors in the Grand Aggregate 
determines the number of points to be 
awarded for the winners in the Grand. All 
competitors that start are included as a 
competitor at that yardage. Any individual 
that fires in a match at both yardages is 
included in each yardage as well as the 
grand. Any competitor that fires in a match 
at all of the distances and classes in a 
Multi-gun is counted as a competitor in the 
Multi Gun. The point awards are as listed 
below: 

IBS Championship 
(50 or more competitors) 
Continued on next page 
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MINUTES OF THE 
WINTER MEETING 


Continued from page 33 


Three Gun winner 5 points 
Top 10 Three Gun 1 point 
Two Gun winner 5 points 
Top 10 Two Gun 1 point 

Grand Aggregate winner 4 points 
Top 10 Grand Aggregate 1 point 

Range Aggregate winner 2 points 


IBS Championship 
(20 to 49 competitors) 


Three Gun winner 2 points 
Top 10 Three Gun Y2 point 
Two Gun winner 2 points 
Top 10 Two Gun ' Ya point 
Grand Aggregate winner 2 points 
Top 10 Grand Aggregate Y2 point 
Range Aggregate winner 1 point 


Any registered IBS Shoot 
(50 or more competitors) 


Two Gun winner 2 points 
Top 3 Two Gun Y2 point 
Grand Aggregate winner 2 points 
Top 3 Grand Aggregate Ya point 
Range Aggregate winner 1 point 


Any Registered IBS Shoot 
(20 to 49 competitors) 


Two Gun winner 1 point 
Grand Aggregate winner 1 point 
Range Aggregate winner Ya point 


IBS Record Set 


Group Record 2 points 
Aggregate Record 4 points 
Grand Aggregate Record 4 points 
Two Gun Record 4 points 
Three Gun Record 4 points 


Notes: 1. Only recognized IBS aggregates 
and classes apply for the awarding of 
points. 

A motion was made by Jack Deming to 
accept and seconded by Dan Rassier. 
Motion was carried. 

3. Change PART 1, Section Ill, Para- 
graph R to reflect the removal of 5 shot HB 
competition from recognized IBS com- 
petition. Add subparagraph 3 as follows: 


3. Retired Records 


4. Establish a Benchrest Hall of Fame for 
the IBS using the same rules that exist for 
the NBRSA Hall of Fame. Points to be 
awarded for IBS competition since the 
inception of the IBS per the data collected 
by Dave Brennan and Al Angerman. 

A motion was made by Bob White to 
reject and seconded by Tony Margelewicz. 
Motion was carried. 

5. Change PART I, Section II, Paragraph 
E to read: 

In addition to the moving backer strip or 
card, a stationary backer shall be required. 
The stationary backer at 100 yards/meters 
will be no less than 36 inches behind the 
record target and 72 inches behind the 
record target at 200 yards/meters and 108 
inches behind the record target at 300 
yards. 

A motion was made by George Kelbly to 
accept and was seconded by Bill Brawand. 
Motion was carried. 


TO BE CONTINUED NEXT MONTH 


SOUTH CREEK 


On January 27th the Fassett tempera- 
ture was ten degrees, and with variable 
winds wandering about. There were 26 
shooters on hand, which merely goes to 
show that the laws that allow the insane to 
wander about as they will .. .. are far too 
lax. 

Carl Lynn, who thinks of himself as a 
heavy bench class shooter, blew every- 
one’s doors off. . . .and confused everyone 
greatly; himself included. 

Top ten: 1.) Carl Lynn .2420, 2.) George 
Stickler .2834, 3.) Art Blensinger .3126, 4.) 
Paul Ryan .3346, 5.) Joe Borden .3406, 6.) 
Floyd Stohner .3430, 7.) Bill Bailey .3496, 
8.) Tony Margelewicz .3720, 9.) Bob De- 
Monstoy .3810, 10.) Paul Kempfer .3960. 

Small group honors went to that heavy 
varmint class shootin’ demon, Carl Lynn, for 
his .162 effort. 


MAINVILLE SPORTSMAN CLUB, INC. 


Dear Shooter, 

We are taking this opportunity to extend 
an invitation to you to attend the 200/300 
Yard Championship, June 22 & 23, 1985, 
at MSC, and to inform you of the new format 
at the championship match. THE 
ENDURANCE TEST IS OVER! 

In the past it has been a marathon for the 
shooters and the host club to shoot three 
different classes in two days. Over the 
years we at Mainville have acquired the 
unjust reputation of pushing the shooters to 
the brink of exhaustion at the 200/300 Yard 
Championship. Even though we realized 
this situation existed (ask our target crews), 
we had little control over it due to the time 
the HB class required as part of this 
championship. The interest in the HB class 
at this match has declined to the point that 


The Heavy Bench 5 shot competition was dropped as a recognized aggregate by the 
IBS effective January 1, 1984. The following records were officially retired at that time. 


EVENT SCORE 
100 yard group 0.063” 

200 yard group 0.161” 

100 yard aggregate 0.1776MOA 
200 yard aggregate 0.2290MOA 
100/200 grand aggregate 0.2275MOA 
300 meter group 0.605” 

300 meter aggregate 0.3243MOA 


SHOOTER DATE 

H. Zeiser 8/30/58 
D. Pickens 7/15/67 
J. Stekl 6/18/77 
L. Englebrecht 11/4/67 
Carden 11/4/67 
P. Gottschall 5/09/65 
Demoise 5/14/66 


A motion was made by Dan Rassier to accept and seconded by Rick Hornbeck. Motion 


was Carried. 
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the class does not qualify shooters for 
Precision Rifleman points. The registration 
of HB has not covered the cost of the 
trophies in this class for a number of years. 
Therefore, MSC this year will be holding the 
200/300 Yard Championship contesting 
only the LV & HV classes with a 2-gun agg. 
Since the varmint registration will not have 
to subsidize the HB class, additional rec- 
ognization can be given these competitors. 
We invite you to ENJOY the 200/300 Yard 
Championship at MSC, June 22 & 23, 1985, 
starting at 8:30 am each day. 

Following is the format for our June 
Championship match at MSC: 

200/300 YARD CHAMPIONSHIP, JUNE 
22 & 23, 1985, LV in AM, HV in PM, 5 5-shot 
matches. Starting time 8:30 AM both days, 
warm-up matches will be held. 

AWARDS: IBS traveler, keeper, match 
pins, top ten patches, gr agg patches, & 
range patches. CLUB — 2nd, 3rd, & 4th pl 
gr agg; 1st, 2nd, & 3rd pl range agg; small 
group all classes & yardages; 2-gun 
(LV/HV) — 1st, 2nd, 3rd, & 4th pl trophies. 

PRE-REGISTRATION A MUST BY MAY 
23, 1985. $12.00 first gun; $6.00 second; 
$1.00 IBS fee each day (total program 
$38.00). MATCH WILL BE HELD IN AC- 
CORDANCE WITH IBS RULEBOOK. 

40 covered benches; camping available 
(no charge); ELECTRICAL HOOK-UPS 
($1.00 per day); meals will be served at the 
club house. 

Randy Fritz 
IBS Director 
Phone 717-784-6368 
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President’s 
Message 


It is time to get the rifles tuned up for the 
1985 season. It seems as though the 1984 
season just ended. It would be nice if all of 
our winters passed as quickly as the one 
that just went by. As we approach the 
season in 1985, there are a few points that 
we ought to think about a little. There have 
been a number of new shooters or spec- 
tators showing up at matches over the last 
couple of years. The thing that was noticed 
last year is that we are paying less and less 
attention to the new shooter or spectator. 
It is an extremely tense time at matches. 
Those that are winning are all psyched up 
and those that are not doing so well are 
rather disgusted with themselves. We could 
spare a few of our moments to show the 
new shooter a trick or two or just pass the 
time of day to help them feel welcome. 
Before and after the match is a good time 
for this socializing. Maybe a few minutes 
here and there by each of us will lead some 
of the spectators to take up our fine sport. 

As reported at the Winter meeting, we will 
be working on having a school for referees 
sometime this summer. Current plans are to 
have it on Wednesday, August 14 at Pine 
Tree. Anyone interested in attending should 
contact me at my home address. Watch the 
magazine for official announcements of the 
time, place and agenda. Additionally, the 
President's column over the next few 
months will be utilized to review pertinent 
referee topics. The first two are determining 
crossfires and inspection of moving 
backers. 

Until Next Month 
Jim Borden 


DUNHAM’S BAY 


February 3rd was the third in the Winter 
League series at the Bay. Conditions were 
tricky enough that only three of the twenty 
shooters made it below the .300 mark, 
which shows that the air was moving about 
a bit. Lee Euber had one of his ‘‘on’’ days 
.... and when the gentleman is ‘‘on’’, he 
can be quite a handful to deal with. In the 
treacherous switches that prevailed that 
day Lee spent a lot of time — and bullets 
— on his sighter target .... some of his 
targets had the sighter looking as if 
someone had taken a shotgun to it. But the 


Shooter Caliber Action 
L. Euber 6PPC 40X 

E. Goff 6PPC CPS 
D. Maretzo 6PPC Shilen 
S. Masker 6PPC Wichita 
C. Menard 6PPC XP100 
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IBS MEMO 


IBS TARGETS — CHARTER 
AND LIFE MEMBERS 

100 or 200 yard benchrest targets are 
$24.30 per 500. 300 yard benchrest and 
hunter targets are $45.00 per box of 250 
(includes sighter on same sheet of paper). 
100 yard hunter targets are $19.00 per 250. 
200 yard hunter targets are $20.00 per 250. 

All target orders are figured with a 10% 
discount for member clubs plus shipping 
charges. Orders should be mailed to: 
Evelyn Richards, 411 N. Wilbur Ave., Sayre, 
Pa. 18840. 

The annual membership fee is $20.00. 
Life memberships are currently $300.00. 
IBS Affiliated Club Memberships are 
$20.00 per year. Associate memberships 
are $7.00 per year and Junior memberships 
are $4.00 per year. Foreign memberships 
are $32.50 if the magazine is delivered by 
surface mail and $50.00 if delivered Air Mail. 

Rule Books with rule change inserts are 
available for $1.00. IBS membership 
patches are available for $3.00 each. When 
ordering Charter Membership patches, 
please indicate your 1970 Card Number. 


SOUTH CREEK 


The winter league continued to roll 
merrily along at South Creek. There were 
32 shooters at Fassett for a cold, windy day 
on February 10th. 

Top ten were: 1.) Frank Obrochta .3192, 
2.) Bill Bailey .3364, 3.) Tim LeBarron 
.3386, 4.) Art Blensinger.3574, 5.) Tony 
Margelewicz .3772, 6.) George Stickler 
.3872, 7.) Mike Rosenswie .3876, 8.) Vince 
Pastorella .3889, 9.) Carl Lynn .3909, 10.) 
Joe Borden .3930. 

Small group honors went to Paul 
Kempfer for a .205. 


knowledge so learned, together with the 
nerve required to “‘hold all over the paper”’ 
paid off handsomely. Top ten, heavy var- 
mint class: 1.) Lee Euber .1998, 2.) Ed Goff 
.2624, 3.) Dick Maretzo .2696, 4.) Seely 
Masker .3090, 5.) Carl Menard .3174, 6.) 
Joe Vinci .3246, 7.) Brian Hollister .3310, 8.) 
Myles Hollister .3428, 9.) Jim Oliver .2604, 
10.) John Alapi .3610. Small group was 
Myles Hollister’s .151. 

There were seven hunter class shooters, 
and Joe Golba continued to take home the 
first place trophy, for the third straight 


INTERNATIONAL 
BENCHREST SHOOTERS 


IBS OFFICERS 


PRESIDENT 
James F. Borden 
R.D. #1 Box 244A 
Tunkhannock, PA 18657 
Phone: 717-833-2234 


1st VICE PRESIDENT 
& MATCH SCHEDULE 
Dennis Collins 
R.D. #4, Box 374 
E. Stroudsburg, Pa. 18301 
Phone: 717-424-8761 


2nd VICE PRESIDENT 
Roger Gower 
R.D. #1, Box 363 
Effort, Pa. 18330 
Phone: (215) 681-9306 


TREASURER 


Robert DeMonstoy 

1 Pioneer Rd. 

Painted Post, NY 14870 
Phone: 607-962-2240 


SECRETARY 
Tony Margelewicz 
119 W. Main Street 
Nanticoke, PA 18634 
Phone (717) 735-1038 


PAST PRESIDENT 
Robert A. White 
R.D. 1 North Rd. 
Chester, NJ 07930 
Phone: 201-879-5662 


RECORDING SECRETARY 
Evelyn Richards 
411 North Wilbur Ave. 
Sayre, PA 18840 


IBS EDITOR 
David D. Brennan 
37 Burnham Street 
East Hartford, Conn. 06108 
Phone: (203) 289-8775 
Work (203) 643-1157 


match. Top five: 1.) Joe Golba 248-6x, 2.) 
Fran Vahle 245-5x, 3.) Jim Oliver 241-7x, 
4.) Mike Mastrianni 238-3x, 5.) Vince Morris 
237-5x. Joe Golba has been shooting a 
6x44, on a Remington 700 action, Weaver 
T-6 scope, Hart barrel, 35.0 grains of H 
4895 with Hollister 68 grain flatbase bullets, 
in a rifle smithed and stocked by Seely 
Masker. 


EQUIPMENT 
Barrel Scope Load Bullet Gunsmith 
Shilen Leu 36 27.5 H322 Euber 68 Hollister 
McMillan Leu 36 28.0 H322 Hollister 63 Self 
Hart Leu 36 29.5 N201 Euber 68 Masker 
Hart Leu 36 30.0 N201 Euber 68 Masker 
Hart Redf 24 28.0 H322 Euber 68 Masker 
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200/300 YARD INTERNATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 
PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE 


Since 1975, the Mainville Sportsman 
Club has been very much involved, one way 
or the other, with the 200/300 Yard 
Championship. Robert W. Hart, one of the 
legends within the benchrest game, ap- 
proached the Mainville Sportsman Club, 
then young and innocent, with the idea of 
installing a range capable of holding 
200/300 yard benchrest matches. Keeping 
in mind that we were young and d 
innocent, everyone thought, ‘‘Hey, we built 
this club because we are sportsman and 
love to shoot, why not.” (Sometimes we 
think we should have written home to 
mother about this!) But Bob assured us that 
he would not let us go through this alone. 
The man, as always, was true to his word. 
Bob then went out on a limb and persuaded 
Jack Deming, then President of IBS, and 
the executive board to allow us to hold the 
200/300 Yard Championship in 1975. We 
really don’t know, but will bet, Bob probably 
had to sell the farm to the board to allow 
arange that was wet behind the ears to hold 
such a shoot. 

This championship has never received 
the promotion or recognition that the 
100/200 Yard Nationals has, yet, it is 
yardage that has been recognized and 
contested by IBS for years. Through the 
years, since 1975, there has been some 
good times for the 200/300 Yard Cham- 
pionship and some real bad times for it. The 
attendance has varied from as few as 
seventeen shooters, at a Canadian range, 
to aS many as seventy-one, at a Penn- 
sylvania range. A couple of years ago this 
championship was in danger of being 
discontinued because of lack of attend- 
ance. IBS, under the leadership of Robert 
White, and the Mainville Sportsman Club 
went public with this predicament. The 
response from individuals and manufac- 
turers through their generous merchandise 
donations encouraged shooters to try the 
200/300 Yard Championship. Many new 
shooters came to the match and were 
awestruck because of the distance. One of 
the comments heard was, “‘H , | can’t 
even see the target frames at that 
distance!’ However, once these shooters 
sat at the bench and looked through their 
Leupold 36X or Seibert Conversion scope, 
that distance became shorter. 

If we may deviate from the thought a little, 
our reigning IBS President set his first 
record at 300 yards and was so shook when 
he shot that beautiful tiny group in the 5’s, 
that he proceeded to completely fall apart 
the rest of the day. Ever since, he has been 
hooked on this shoot. So, if you get a 
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chance, ask Jim about shooting this 
yardage. 

Keeping in mind the MOA’s at different 
yardage, if a shooter is proud of an agg in 
the 1’s at 100 yards, he can be just as proud 
of an agg in the 3’s at 300 yards. What we 
are trying to say is that if you try the 200/300 
Yard Championship and agg out in the 3’s, 
don’t be ashamed — remember it is three 
times as far to shoot as 100 yards! The 
200/300 yard groups and MOA’s have 
progressed as much, if not more, than the 
100 yard MOA’s in the past ten years. 
Below we have listed some of the aggs shot 
at the 1975 200/300 Championship vs. 
some of the aggs shot at the 1984 200/300 
match. 


200/300 CHAMPIONSHIP 1975 


LV 200 YARDS .4086—28th PL 1984 
LV 300 YARDS _.6346—21st PL 1984 
LV GR AGG .5860—32nd PL 1984 


HV 200 YARDS _.4825—39th PL 1984 
HV 300 YARDS .5528—38th PL 1984 
HV GR AGG .5942—44th PL 1984 


HB 200 YARDS .5915—13th PL 1984 
HB 300 YARDS'-_ .8150— 7th PL 1984 
HB GR AGG .7485—12th PL 1984 


200/300 CHAMPIONSHIP 1984 


LV 200 YARDS............... .2226 
LV 300 YARDS ............... 4320 
LV IGR AGGijcidee sa hrs ancieeas .3650 
HV 200 YARDS............... .2038 
AV $00 YARDS scx essere gewss 3499 
HV:GR AGG? iiss cade ebee 3137 
HB 200 YARDS............... 3441 
HB 300 YARDS............... .. 6503 
HB GR AGG os, pa cic edness oWenrnges 4998 


The above comparison gives us a quick 
realization as to how the aggs have 
dropped. Along the way many records have 
fallen by the wayside. For instance, in 1982 
six potential record were set. At that time 
everyone thought we had reached the point 
at which the records would stand for a 
number of years. The next year, 1983, 
seven potential records were set and again 
in 1984 still more were broken. To have this 
type of record setting performance year 
after year proves that the 200/300 Yard 
Championship is a very competitive shoot. 
To take our comparison a little further, the 
following chart is given between the 1984 
100/200 Yard Nationals and the 1984 
200/300 Yard Championship. 


100/200 NATIONALS 


LVIGRYAGG yn 22 seins oe aneee gen .2447 


HV-GRIAGG) wc i eri dasgeaews 2421 
HB GR AGG) oo essics caeuin ote 3193 
200/300 CHAMPIONSHIP 
LV GRUAGG theca ea vete nse Bs .3650 
HVIGRAGG) ecco c aos pean a 3137 
HB:GR AGG ois cw acess sega ws 4998 


Not bad, when you consider that one 
distance is three times farther than the other 
and the aggs average about .1300 in dif- 
ference. With continued improvement in 
equipment, the new one-piece red target, 
and the prowess of the shooters, it is very 
possible in a few years that the aggs at 
200/300 yards will equal the 100/200 yard 
aggs. Then what reason can these 
shooters who Say it is just too far to shoot 
give for not trying 200/300 yard shooting. 

For years the big gun was an intrinsic part 
of the 200/300 Yard Championship but, as 
time moved on, so did the big gun shooter. 
This probably was because trying to shoot 
three guns in two days was more than one’s 
body or mind could endure. Whatever the 
reason, the big gun attendance has 
dropped to the point that it is not financially 
feasible for the host club to include it in the 
200/300 Yard Championship. In 1984 the 
total attendance in the big gun class at this 
match was eighteen competitors. The host 
club awarded the same number of trophies 
in this class as in the larger participated 
classes of Light Varmint and Heavy Var- 
mint, even though the final outcome meant 
no Precision Rifleman Points could be 
awarded the big gun participants. In 1985 
the first 200/300 Yard Championship 
without the big gun will be held. IN OUR 
OPINION IT IS ADAMN SHAME! However, 
IBS, nor anyone else, can ask or expect a 
club to lose money for the sake of nostalgia. 
The future of the 200/300 Yard Cham- 
pionship is definitely not etched in stone, nor 
is it so bleak that it is close to extinction. 
The continuation of this major champion- 
ship hinges on the participation of the 
shooters and the acceptance by the higher 
authorities that it is a viable part of the 
benchrest game. 

It sure seems funny to us that when one 
shoots a nice buck or makes a good shot 
on a woodchuck, the first statement is, ‘‘It 
must have been at least 300 yards.” 
However, we are ashamed to admit that we 
shot an agg in the high 2’s or low 3’s at 300 
yards. Why not grab some of the gusto in 
life and shoot the 200/300 Yard Cham- 
pionship this year!?! 

(Editor: Wait a minute there, Mainville 
.... you stole that last line from a beer 
commercial ... . admit it!) 
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PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED 


200/300 YARD IBS INTERNATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


CLASSES: 


YARDAGE: 


AWARDS: 


PRE-REGISTRATION: 


FACILITIES: 


ACCOMMODATIONS: 


Name: 

Street Address: 
City, State: 

Zip Code: 
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MAINVILLE SPORTSMAN CLUB, INC. 
P.O. BOX 208 
BLOOMSBURG, PA 17815 


JUNE 22 & 23, 1985 


Light Varmint — 5 5-shot matches at 200 and 300 yards 
Heavy Varmint — 5 5-shot matches at 200 and 300 yards 
Warm-up matches will be held 


300 Yard matches will be shot Saturday, June 22, starting at 8:30 a.m., Light Varmint in a.m. 
and Heavy Varmint in p.m. 


200 Yard matches will be shot Sunday, June 23, starting at 8:30 a.m., Light Varmint in a.m. 
and Heavy Varmint in p.m. 


IBS Traveler & Keeper plaques for LV and HV Grand Agg winners; IBS match pins; IBS top 
ten grand agg patches; IBS grand agg patches; IBS range agg patches 


Club awards — 2nd, 3rd, and 4th place grand agg; 1st, 2nd, and 3rd range agg; small group 
all classes and all yardages 


2-Gun awards (LV and HV) ist, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th places 

$12.00 first gun and $6.00 second gun plus $1.00 IBS fee each day. Total program $38.00 
IBS mandatory late fee of $10.00 for all registration after May 23, 1985. 

Match will be held in accordance with the IBS rulebook. 


40 covered benchrest camping available (no charge); electrical hook-ups ($1.00 per day); meals 
will be served at club house 


Hotel MaGee — 4 miles — 717-784-3200 

Tennytown Motel — 6 miles — 717-784-1812 

Quality Inn — 8 miles — 717-784-5300 

Stone Castle Motel — 9 miles — 717-784-6560 
Sheraton Inn — 14 miles — 717-275-5510 

Red Roof Inn — 14 miles — 717-275-7600/800-848-7878 


RANDY FRITZ, IBS DIRECTOR 717-784-6368 


RANGE PHONE 717-784-4239 


Check all applicable items 
O 200 yards O HV 
O 300 yards O LV 


Send registration with fees to: Mainville Sportsman Club 
P.O. Box 208 
Bloomsburg, PA 17815 
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TENTATIVE 1985 


.B.S. HUNTER MATCH SCHEDULE 


April 14 — THURMONT RIFLE CLUB, 
Frederick, Maryland: H*, VH* and Varmint for 
Score - 100 yards - 11 a.m. 


April 21 — I.W.L.A., York, Pa.: H, VH and 
Varmint for Score - 100 yards - 11 a.m. 


April 28 — SULPHYR SPRINGS RIFLE AND 
REVOLVER CLUB, Muncy, Pa.: H, VH and 
Varmint for Score - 100 yards - 11 a.m. 


May 5 — FACTORYVILLE SPORTSMAN’S 
CLUB, Factoryville, Pa.: H, VH and Varmint 
for Score - 100 yards - 11 a.m. 


May 5 — THURMONT: H, VH and Varmint for 
Score - 100 yards - 11 a.m. 


May 19 — UNION COUNTY SPORTSMAN’S 
CLUB, Weikert, Pa.: H, VH and Varmint for 
Score - 100 yards - 11 a.m. 


May 26 — SULPHYR SPRINGS: H, VH and 
Varmint for Score - 100 yards - 11 a.m. 


June 2 — MAINVILLE: H, VH and Varmint for 
Score - 100 yards - 11 a.m. 


June 2 — THURMONT: H, VH and Varmint for 
Score - 100 yards - 11 a.m. 


June 15-16 — |.W.L.A.: H, VH and Varmint for 
Score - 100/200 yards - Penna. State Hunter 
Championship. 


June 30 — FACTORYVILLE: H, VH and Varmint 
for Score - 100 yards - 11 a.m. 


July 7 — THURMONT: H, VH and Varmint for 
Score - 100 yards - 11 a.m. 


July 7 — CAPITOL CITY RIFLE CLUB, Augusta, 
Maine: H, VH and Varmint for Score - 100 
yards only - 9 a.m.; Maine State Hunter 
Championship 


July 14 — MAINVILLE: H, VH and Varmint for 
Score - 200 yards - 11 a.m. 


July 21 — |.W.L.A.: H, VH and Varmint for Score 
- 100 yards - 11 a.m.; York County Cham- 
pionship. 

July 28 — SULPHYR SPRINGS: H, VH and 
Varmint for Score - 100 yards - 11 a.m. 


August 4 — THURMONT: H, VH and Varmint 
for Score - 100 yards - 11 a.m. 


August 11 — MAINVILLE;.H, VH and Varmint 
for Score - 100 yards -'11 a.m. 


August 18 — I|.W.L.A.: H, VH and Varmint for 
Score - 200 yards - 11 a.m. 


*H, VH designates HUNTER and VARMINT HUNTER classes respectively. 


CHECK MATCH SCHEDULE CLOSELY. THERE ARE ONGOING REVISIONS EACH MONTH 
THAT ARE INCORPORATED INTO THE SCHEDULE. 


IMPORTANT: Izaak Walton Benchrest Club, Midlothian, Virginia — change in April date — see revised schedule below. 


TENTATIVE 1985 


August 25 — FACTORYVILLE: H, VH and 
Varmint for Score - 100 yards - 11 a.m. 


August 25 — CAPITOL CITY: H, VH and 
Varmint for Score - 200 yards only - 9 a.m.; 
Maine State Hunter Championship. 


September 1 — THURMONT: H, HV and 
Varmint for Score 100 yards - 11 a.m. 


September 8 — UNION COUNTY: H, VH and 
Varmint for Score - 100 yards - 11 a.m. 


September 14-15 — MAINVILLE: H, VH and 
Varmint for Score - 100/200 yards - 8 a.m.; 
|.B.S. Hunter National Championship. 


September 22 — |.W.L.A.: H, VH and Varmint 
for Score - 100 yards - 11 a.m. 


September 29 — SULPHYR SPRINGS: H, VH 
and Varmint for Score - 100 yards - 11 a.m. 


October 6 — MAINVILLE: H, VH and Varmint 
for Score - 200/300 yards - 9 a.m. 


October 13 — THURMONT: H, VH and Varmint 
for Score - 100 yards - 11 a.m. 


October 20 — |.W.L.A.: H, VH and Varmint for 
Score - 100 yards - 11 a.m. 


October 27 — SULPHYR SPRINGS: H, VH and 
Varmint for Score - 100 yards - 11 a.m. 


.B.S. VARMINT MATCH SCHEDULE 


April 13 — CENTRAL JERSEY RIFLE AND 
PISTOL CLUB, Jackson, New Jersey. HB (8 
a.m.), HV (p.m.) 200 yards only. 


April 13-14 — IZAAK WALTON BENCHREST 
CLUB, Midlothian, Virginia. April 13 - LV, SP 
- 100 yards - 8 a.m. April 14 - HB, HV - 100 
yards - 8 a.m. 


May 4 — E.B.S.A., Englishtown, N.J. HB (9 
a.m.), HV (p.m.) 100 yards only - State HB 
Championship. 


May 11-12 — PAINTED POST FIELD AND 
STREAM, Painted Post, New York. HB, HV, 
LV - 100/200 meters HV (8 a.m.), HB, LV 
(p.m.) Super Shoot Warm-Up. 


May 23-26 — KELBLY’S RIFLE RANGE, 
Marshallville, Ohio. Super Shoot. 


June 8-9 — COUNCIL CUP RIFLE RANGE, 
Wapwallopen, Pa. HV, LV - 100/200 yards - 
June 8 - HV - 100 yards - 8:30 a.m. - LV- p.m. 
June 9 - HV - 200 yards - 8:30 a.m. - LV - p.m. 


June 22-23 — MAINVILLE SPORTSMEN’S 
CLUB, Mainville, Pa. HV & LV 1.B.S. 200/300 
Yd. Championship; June 22 - 300 yards - 8 
a.m.; June 23 - 200 yards - 8 a.m. 
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June 29-30 — CAMILLUS SPORTSMEN’S 
CLUB, Camillus, New York. HB, HV, LV - 
100/200 yards; June 29 - HV - 100 yds. - 8 
a.m. - LV, HB - p.m.; June 30 - HV - 200 yds. 
- 8 a.m. - LV, HB - p.m.; No combined entries 
for LV & HB N.Y. State Varmint Cham- 
pionship & Clyde Hart Memorial Match. 


July 6-7 — SOUTH CREEK ROD AND GUN 
CLUB, Fassett, Pa. HV & LV - 100/200 yards 
July 6 - HV - 100 yds. - 8 a.m. LV - p.m. July 
7 - HV - 200 yds. - 8 a.m. LV - p.m. Penna. 
State Championship. 

P.S. Designated Tournament 


July 13-14 — DUNHAM’S BAY FISH & GAME 
CLUB, Dunham’s Bay-Lake George, New 
York. HB, HV, LV - 100/200 yards. July 13 
- HB, HV, LV - 100 yards. - 8 a.m. July 14 - 
200 yds. - 8 a.m. 


July 20-21 — MAINVILLE. HV & LV - 100/200 
yards. July 20 - HV - 100 yds - 8:30 a.m. LV 
- p.m. July 21 - HV - 200 yds. - 8:30 a.m. LV 
- p.m. 
P.S. Designated Tournament 


July 27-28 — CENTRAL JERSEY RIFLE AND 
PISTOL CLUB. HV, LV - 100/200 yards; July 
27 - HV - 100 yds. 8 a.m. LV - p.m.; July 28 
- HV - 200 yds. - 8 a.m. LV - p.m.; N.J. State 
Championship 


August 3-4 — COUNCIL CUP RIFLE RANGE. 
HV, LV - 100/200 yards; Aug. 3 - HV - 100 
yds. - 8:30 a.m. - LV - p.m.; Aug. 4 - HV - 200 
yards - 8:30 a.m. - LV - p.m. 


August 15-18 — PINE TREE RIFLE CLUB, 
Johnstown, N.Y. HB, HV, LV - 100/200 yds. 
- IBS National Championship. 
P.S. Designated Tournament 


August 31 - September 1 — PAINTED POST 
FIELD AND STREAM: KB, HV, SP - 100/200 
meters - HV - 8:00 a.m./HB, LV - p.m.; New 
York State Meter Championships. 

P.S. Designated Tournament 


October 12-13 — IZAAK WALTON BENCH- 
REST CLUB: HB, HV, LV, SP/100 yds.; Oct. 
12 - LV, SP - 100 yds. - 8:00 a.m.; Oct. 13 
- HV, HB - 100 yds. 8:00 a.m. 
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BRUNSWICK GUN CLUB 
P. O. Box 315 
Lawrenceville, Va. 23868 


CAMILLUS SPORTSMEN CLUB 
Hank Gonnella, Sr. 

420 Hawley Ave. 

Camillus, NY 13203 


CAPITOL CITY R & P CLUB 
J. O. Gilbert 

17 Forest Ave. 

Augusta, Maine 04334 


CENTRAL JERSEY R & P CLUB 
Geza Nagy 

436 S. 5th Ave., 

Highland Park, NJ 08904 


COUNCIL CUP RIFLE RANGE 
Wally Hart 

300 W. 4th St. 

Nescopeck, PA 18635 


DUNHAM’S BAY FISH AND GAME 
Walter Hodges 

112 Feeder Street 

Hudson Falls, NY 12839 


E.B.S.A. 

Michael D. Toth 
64 Cooke Ave. 
Cateret, NJ 07008 


FACTORYVILLE SPORTSMEN 
Roger Rutkowski 

5 Clearview 

Peckville, PA 18452 


HOMESBURG FISH AND GAME 
Greg Gillepsie 

2117 Bridge Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19124 


JEFFERSON CITY IWLA 
Harry Lucas 

Rt 3, Box 83 

Kearneysville, W. Va 25430 


KELBLY’S RIFLE RANGE 


George Kelbly 
Marshallville, Ohio 44649 
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1985 IBS 
AFFILIATED CLUBS 


MAINVILLE SPORTSMEN 
Randy Fritz 

RD #8, Box 411 
Bloomsburg, PA 17814 


McKINLEY BRS 

H. R. Lachat 

12076 Wooster Street, N.W. 
Massillon, Ohio 44646 


MILLPORT SHOOTERS 
Cecil Gamble 

35 S. Main Street 

Port Allegany, PA 16743 


PAINTED POST FIELD & STREAM 
Robert Demonstoy 

P. O. Box 325 

Corning, N.Y. 14830 


PINE TREE RIFLE CLUB 
Austin Hogan 

Johnson Ave., Box 45 
Johnstown, N.Y. 12095 


PRAIRIE DOG TARGET CLUB 
Don Deckert 
Porcupine, S.D. 57772 


SOUTH CREEK ROD & GUN 
Lloyd Richards 

411 N. Wilbur Ave. 

Sayre, PA 18840 


SULPHYR SPRINGS R & P CLUB 
John E. Pfleegor 

304 South Market Street 

Muncy, PA 17756 


THURMONT CONSERVATION CLUB 
Richard Pryor 

11617 Hunt Club Road 

Thurmont, MD 21788 


UNION COUNTY SPORTSMEN 
Nate Boop 

RD #2 

Mifflinburg, PA 17844 


VA CHAPTER #1 IWLA 
T. D. Glazener 

Rt 5, 300 Manakin Rd. 
Midlothian, VA. 23113 


YORK IWLA 
Robert Linn 
73 Jolo Way 
York, PA 17403 


INTERNATIONAL BENCHREST SHOOTERS 
| APPLICATION 
| 


E POMIOBR soca coh Sleds oa beak 


IBS MEMBERSHIP 
( ) IBS membership and PS for one year — $20.00 
( 


) Associate member (no magazine) other members of 
same household — $7.00 


Junior member (no magazine) under age 16 — $4.00 


Club Affiliation and PS for one year — $20.00 
Surface Mail — $32.50 

Air Mail — $50.00 

( ) New ( ) Renewal 

MAIL MEMBERSHIP TO: 


EVELYN RICHARDS 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

( ) Foreign Membership 
I 

| 

| 

| 

411 .N. Wilbur Ave., Sayre, Pa. 18840 
| 


For membership make checks payable to IBS. 


PRECISION SHOOTING SUBSCRIPTION 
(_) Precision Shooting, one year — $15.00 


(__) Precision Shooting, two years — $28.00 


( ) Precision Shoooting outside U.S. & Canada — 
$22.50 each year, or $40.00 air-mail 


SUBSCRIPTION CHECKS NOT DRAWN ON 
AN AMERICAN BANK WILL BE RETURNED 


( ) New (__) Renewal 
MAIL PRECISION SHOOTING MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION 
TO: 
PRECISION SHOOTING 
5735 Sherwood Forest Drive, Akron, Ohio 44319 


For subscription ONLY make checks payable to 
Precision Shooting. 
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FAYETTE 


The Southeastern region ushered in the 
1985 shooting season at Fayette, Alabama 
on February 23rd and 24th. There were a 
modest number of shooters, 30 to be exact, 
on the premises .... but the match at- 
tracted a number of heavies who were 
getting ready for the Cactus Classic the 
following weekend. There was even an IBS 
fellow wandering about, which merely goes 
to show you that these early season 
matches attract a real mixed-bag. 

The light varmint class started off with 
some fellow who was wearing a Pyro-Dux 
jacket running away from the field. The 
perpetrator of this vile deed has subse- 
quently been identified as Ed Pennebaker 
. .. . who also took small group honors at 
the yardage with a .108 figure. Those 
trundling along in the wake of old Pyro 
Pennebaker included: 2.) Tom VanLan- 
dingham .2362, 3.) Bob DeMonstoy .2410, 
4.) Ed Watson .2412, 5.) Manny Garcia 
.2532, 6.) Bill Grimes .2658. At 200 yards 
there was nobody running off and hiding 
from the field. . . . tricky conditions were the 
order of the day. At 200 yards: 1.) Tom 
VanLandingham .3217, 2.) Ed Watson 
.3351, 3.) Bob DeMonstoy .3513, 4.) Dave 
Tooley .3734, 5.) Jeff Summers.3768, 6.) 
Ed Pennebaker .4001. Small group honors 
went to the IBS shooter (who was 
apparently completely lost; he kept asking 
“this is South Creek, isn’t it?’’) Bob De 
Monstoy with his .326. When grand agg 
time came, four shooters were in the top six 
at both yardages, and they took the four top 
spots in the grand: 1.) Tom VanLandingham 
.2789, 2.) Ed Watson .2815, 3.) Ed Pen- 
nebaker .2944, 4.) Bob DeMonstoy .2961, 
5.) Jeff Summers .3308, 6.) Dave Tooley 
.3471, 7.) Jef Fowler .3425, 8.) Allan Hall 
.3712, 9.) James Coffey .3911, 10.) Don 
Sloop .3920. Grand agg winner Tom 
VanLandingham, of Hampstead, North 
Carolina fired a 6 PPC, Hall action, Hart 
barrel, Leupold 36x scope, 26.5 grains of 
IMR 4198, with Watson 68 grain bullets, in 
a rifle smithed and stocked by Kenny 
Jarrett, of Jackson, South Carolina. 

When heavy varmint class rolled around, 
most of the shooters were ready to write off 
Don Geraci as a has-been, a flash in the 
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pan, as it were. | mean, didn’t even hit top 
ten in light varmint. There were some 
snickers, and the word “‘Ichabod’’ which (I 
am told) is Hebrew for ‘‘the glory has 
departed” was occasionally heard. Now 
you dumbells have done it . . . . you’ve got 
him mad. Top six 100 yards: 1.) Don Geraci 
.1676, 2.) Jef Fowler .2196, 3.) Walter 
Carroway .2278, 4.) Tom VanLandingham 
.2476, 5.) Jack Yeatts .2504, 6.) Joe 
Hughes .2582. In a valiant effort to tie down 
“official screamer’ status early in the year, 
Mr. Geraci just failed . . . . witha .101 small 
group. At 200 yards it was another blow-out 
.... but this time Mr. Geraci was an ob- 
server, rather than the doer. Jack Yeatts, 
of Grand Bay, Alabama must have seen 
SOMETHING out there that was readable 
.... but whatever it was .... he was the 
only one who picked up on it. At 200 yards: 
1.) Jack Yeatts .2882, 2.) Don Geraci .3680, 
3.) Allan Hall .3840, 4.) Dave Tooley .4017, 
5.) Ed Watson .4408, 6.) Jef Fowler .4414. 
Small group went to Allan Hall, for his .351; 
without knowing specifics | would suspect 
that Mr. Hall was probably shooting a .222 
.... Which is a bad habit of many years 
duration that he has been unable to shake 
.... like a bad cold, that just hangs on and 
on. Grand agg time, and we’ve had two 
different blowout winners, one at each 
yardage. Top ten: 1.) Don Geraci .2678, 2.) 
Jack Yeatts .2693 (you shaved that one a 
bit close, Mr. Geraci), 3.) Jef Fowler .3305, 
4.) Allan Hall .3482, 5.) James Coffee .3565, 
6.) Jeff Summers .3573, 7.) Tom Van- 
Landingham .3630, 8.) Ed Pennebaker 
.3776, 9.) Ed Watson .3794, 10.) Joe 
Hughes .3910. Grand agg winner Don 
Geraci, of Metairie, Louisiana fired a6 PPC, 
Hart 1 A action, Hart barrel, Leupold 36x 
scope, 27.0 grains of T 322 with 68 grain 
Euber bullets, in a rifle smithed by Dale 
Hutcherson, and stocked by Bob Brackney. 

In the two gun award, Tom Van Lan- 
dingham, who was leaving for the Cactus 
Classic, left on an upbeat note: 1.) Tom Van 
Landingham .3209, 2.) Don Geraci .3300, 
3.) Ed Watson .3337, 4.) Ed Pennebaker 
.3360, 5.) Jef Fowler .3390, 6.) Jeff 
Summers .3440, 7.) Bob DeMonstoy .3500, 
8.) Allan Hall .3597, 9.) Jack Yeatts .3721, 
10.) James Coffee .3738. 


NBROA NWS —= 


Edited by Dave Brennan 


BRISTOL 


The Kettiefoot Rod and Gun Club, in 
Bristol, Virginia had real good shooting 
conditions for the light varmint classes on 
October 13th and 14th, but a bit of nasty 
wind showed up for the ten shot unlimited 
class. It is this sort of happening that gives 
most of the unlimited class shooters the 
distinct feeling that they are not beloved of 
the gods .... and that life has been a 
distinctly uphill struggle from the very first 
moment that they started shooting the big 
gun. 

Heavy varmint class (29 shooters) 100 
yards: 1.) Jerry McFall .2178, 2.) Kenny 
Jarrett .2208, 3.) Ed Watson .2462, 4.) Ted 
Manning .2632, 5.) J.D. Stamper .2748. 
Small group honors went to a shooter who 
just missed official screamer ranking, S.K. 
Edwards with a .103. Agg winner Jerry 
McFall, of Clyde, North Carolina fired a 6 
PPC, Shilen DGA action, Sherer barrel, 
Leupold 36x scope, 28.0 grains of 322 with 
his own 62.5 grain bullets, in a rifle smithed 
and stocked by Charles Joines. 

Light varmint class (27 shooters) 100 
yards: 1.) Claude Smith .2032, 2.) Danny 
Regans .2216, 3.) Gary (Buck) Bailey .2288, 
4.) S.K. Edwards .2436, 5.) James Messer 
.2440. Small group was another.103, this 
one by Skip Peden. Agg winner Claude 
Smith, of Bristol, Virginia fired a 6 PPC, 
XP-100 action, McMillan barrel, Lyman- 
Siebert 30x scope, 25.5 grains of 4198 with 
Watson 62.5 grain bullets, in a rifle smithed 
and stocked by McMillan. 

In the ten shot unlimited class, with 28 
shooters, at 100 yards: 1.) Kenny Jarrett 
.3276, 2.) Claude Smith .3276 (via the 
Creedmore rule), 3.) James Messer .3620, 
4.) Ed Watson .3724, 5.) Tom Van Lan- 
dingham .3768. Small group, James 
Messer .228. Agg winner Kenny Jarrett, of 
Jackson, South Carolina fired a 6 PPC, 
sleeved XP-100 action, Hart barrel, 
Lyman-Siebert 30x scope, 26.0 grains of T 
322 with Euber 68 grain bullets, in a rifle 
smithed by himself, and stocked by Bill Hall. 

The three gun agg honors went to Kenny 
Jarrett, for his .2682 just a shade better 
than Claude Smith’s .2704. Following that 
duo were: 3.) Ted Manning .3081, 4.) Jerry 
McFall .3114, and James Messer .3152. 
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Dear Dave 
We recently received the attached photo, which should conclusively PROVE that it did 
indeed snow during our March 1984 benchrest match at Fayette, Alabama. 
Charles Lahay 


NBRSA OFFICERS 


Walt Berger, President 
4234 N. 63rd Ave. (602) 846-5791 
Phoenix, Arizona 85033 


George Kelbly, Vice President 
7222 Dalton Fox Lake Rd. (216) 683-4674 
North Lawrence, Ohio 44666 


EASTERN REGION 


Stan Buchtel, Director 
5735 Sherwood Forest Dr. (216) 882-6877 
Akron, Ohio 44319 


GULF COAST REGION 


Howard Dietz, Director 
Star Route 1, Box 65 (512) 885-4662 
New Braunfels, Texas 78130 


MID-CONTINENT REGION 


Dennis Wagner, Director 
6821 NW 28 (405) 495-2868 
Bethany, Oklahoma 73008 


MISSISSIPPI VALLEY REGION 


Ron Hoehn, Director 
1430 E. Duchsne (314) 837-3846 
Florissant, MO 63031 


NORTH CENTRAL REGION 


Dear Charlie Mike Prokosch, Director 
While it was very thoughtful of you to send the photo, | assure you that it is not necessary 1501 E. Highway 96 (612) 429-6750 
to send a photo of snow to anyone who shoots in the Dunham’s Bay winter league . . . . VADINS Boe Panes, AY tae 
| can tell you that we all know what snow looks like! NORTHEAST REGION 
The Editor Lee Euber, Director 


RD #1 (802) 388-4280 
Middlebury, VT 05753 


NORTHWEST REGION 


Jim Folwell, Director 
16040(A) Tilley Rd. S. (206) 264-4106 
Tenino, Washington 98589 


SOUTHEASTERN REGION 


Ed Watson, Director 
2404 Wade Hampton Bivd. (803) 244-7948 
Greenville, South Carolina 29615 


i i a a a ps a a a fa ee se ee a Se es eels ete SOUTHWESTERN REGION 
Dennis Thornbury, Director 


MEMBERSHIP IN NBRSA 1114 S. McAuliff Road (209) 732-4401 


Visalia, CA 93277 
The cost of NBRSA Membership is only $25.00 including a subscription to PRECISION 


SHOOTING. Associate Memberships are available only to the spouses and children under ee ee 


18 of current NBRSA members, cost $5.00 per year and includes all privileges except receipt 5735 Sherwood Forest Drive (216) 882-6877 
of PRECISION SHOOTING. Outside the U.S. and Canada: Surface mail - $37.50. Air Mail Akron, Ohio 44319 
$55.00 _— , : RECORDS COMMITTEE 
Send your check and application (which need not be on an official form) to Mrs. Stella Buchtel, Francis Broussard, Chairman 
Secretary NBRSA, 5735 Sherwood Forest Drive, Akron, Ohio 44319. 613 Sidney Drive (318) 332-5638 
Breaux Bridge, La. 70517 
NBRSA NEWS 
| a ea ee i a a i David D. Brennan, Editor 
37 Burnham Street 
East Hartford, Conn. 06108 (203) 289-8775 
[work] (203) 643-1157 
PADDR S Si sn ee 
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NBRSA MATCH SCHEDULE 


EASTERN REGION 


CAMILLUS SPORTSMEN’S CLUB, Camillus, New York. Con- 
tact: Hank L. Gonnella, 420 Hawley Avenue, Syracuse, NY 
13203. (315) 474-1746. 


CHIPPEWA COUNTY SHOOTING ASSOCIATION, Sault Sainte 
Marie, Michigan. Contact: Joseph Haller, Rt. 1, Box 117, Nicolet 
Road, Sault Sainte Marie, MI 49783 


CHIPPEWA RIFLE CLUB, Easton, Ohio. Contact: Mildred 
Spencer, 3016 Melv Drive, Barberton, OH 44203. 


FAIRCHANCE GUN CLUB, Smithfield, Pennsylvania. Contact: 

Roye P. Leckemby, Rt. 2, Box 21, Smithfield, PA 15478. (412) 

569-7973. (WARM UP MATCHES WILL BE FIRED AT ALL 

MATCHES). 

April 20 — Tri-State Varmint Championships, 100 yards, heavy 
varmint, 9:00 am; light varmint 1:00 pm 

April 21 — Tri-State Varmint Championships, 200 yards, light 
varmint 8:00 am, heavy varmint 1:00 pm 

July 13 — Heavy varmint, 100 yards, 9:00 am; Pennsytvania 
State Championships, unlimited class, 100 yard, 1:00 


pm 
July 14 — Pennsylvania State Championships, unlimited class, 
200 yards, 8:00 am; heavy varmint, 200 yards, 1:00 


pm 

Aug. 31 — Eastern Regional Championships, unlimited class, 100 
yards, 8:30 am; 200 yards 1:00 pm 

Sept. 1 — Eastern Regional Championships, 100 yards, heavy 
varmint, 9:00 am; light varmint 1:00 pm 

Sept. 2 —Eastern Regional Championships, 200 yards, light 
varmint 8:00 am; heavy varmint 1:00 pm 


FAIRFIELD SPORTSMAN’S CLUB, Fairfield, Ohio. Contact: Jay 
Fouts, 803 Cleveland Avenue, Hamilton, OH 45013. (WARM UP 
MATCHES WILL BE FIRED AT ALL MATCHES). 

dune 15 — 10¥%2-13¥% 100 Yards 

June 16 — 0¥%-13¥% 200 Yards 

OHIO STATE - CLINE DEERE MATCH 

Oct. 12 — HV 100 & 200 Yards 

Oct. 13 — UNL 100 & 200 Yards 


HOLTON GUN AND BOW CLUB, Holton, Michigan. Contact: 
Theodore Geldater, Jr. 3369 Woolkes Street, Muskegon Hts., MI 
49444. (616) 733-2422. 

April 27 — LV-HV 100 Yards 

April 28 — HV-LV 200 Yards 

July 6 — LV-HV 100 Yards 

July 7 — HV-LV 200 Yards 

Sept. 28 — LV-HV 100 Yards 

Sept. 29 — LV-HV 200 Yards 


KANE FISH AND GAME CLUB, Kane, Pennsylvania. Contact: 
Dick Lockwood, Box 112, Kane, PA 16735. (814) 837-6216. 


KELBLY’S RIFLE RANGE, Marshallville, Ohio. Contact: George 
Kelbly, 7222 Dalton Fox Lake Road, North Lawrence, OH 44666. 
(216) 683-4674. (WARM UP MATCHES WILL BE FIRED AT ALL 
MATCHES). 

May 23-24-25-26 — SUPER SHOOT HV-UNL 


MACKINAC STRAITS SHOOTERS, St. Ignace, Michigan. 
Contact: Bud Hill, 11 South Boundary Road, St. Ignace, MI 
49781. 


McKINLEY B.R. SHOOTERS, Canton, Ohio. Contact: Harvey 
LaChat, 12085 Wooster Street, N.W., Massillon, OH 44646. 


REED’S RUN RIFLE CLUB, Augusta, Ohio. Contact: Leora 
Demeter, 1907 Franklin Place, N.W., Canton, OH 44709. (216) 
492-7986. (WARM UP MATCHES WILL BE FIRED AT ALL 
MATCHES). 

May 4 — HV-UNL 100 Yards 

May 5 — HV-UNL 200 Yards 

June 8 — HV-UNL 100 Yards 

June 9 — HV-UNL 200 Yards 

Sept. 14 — HV-UNL 100 Yards 

Sept. 15 — HV-UNL 200 Yards 


SHELBY COUNTY DEER HUNTERS ASSOCIATION, Contact: 
Phil Jones, 414 Summit Avenue, Troy, OH 45373. (513) 
339-4833. (WARM UP MATCHES WILL BE FIRED AT ALL 
MATCHES). 

dune 29 — 10¥%-13¥% 100 Yards 

June 30 — 10%2-13% 200 Yards 

Aug. 24 — 13%-UNL 100 Yards 

Aug. 25 — 13%-UNL 200 Yards 


GULF COAST REGION 


AUSTIN RIFLE CLUB, Austin, Texas. Contact: Frank Wilson, 
4904 Rollingwood, Austin, TX 78746. (512) 327-0838. 


BATON ROUGE RIFLE & PISTOL CLUB, Baton Rouge, Lou- 
isiana. Contact: Jimmie Broussard, 11785 Foster Rd., Baton 
Rouge, LA 70811. (504) 774-7953. 

June 2 — Hunter - 100 Yards & 300 Yards 

July 7 — Hunter - Grand 

Aug. 11 — Louisiana State Hunter 

Sept. 14 — Light Varmint & Heavy Varmint -200 Yards 
Sept. 15 — Light Varmint & Heavy Varmint - 300 Yards 
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CENTRAL TEXAS BENCH REST SHOOTERS, INC., New 
Braunfels, Texas. Contact: ‘‘Speedy’’ Gonzalez, 400 E. 
Industrial, Comanche, TX 76442. (915) 356-5108. 

Aug. 31 — Texas State Sporter 

Sept. 1 — Texa State Light Varmint 


DIETZ RIFLE RANGE, New Braunfels, Texas. Contact: 
Howard Dietz, Star Rt. 1, Box 65, New Braunfels, TX 78130. 
(512) 885-4662. 


FORT STOCKTON RIFLE CLUB, Ft. Stockton, Texas. Contact: 
Larry Baggett, 507 N. Main St., Fort Stockton, TX 79735. (915) 
336-6278. 

Sept. 21 — Texas State Unlimited 

Sept. 22 — Texas State Heavy Varmint 


GREATER HOUSTON BENCHREST SHOOTERS ASSOCIA- 
TION, Houston, Texas. Contact: Ed Brown, 6511 Richwood St., 
Houston, TX 77087. (713) 649-7558. 

April 6 — Light Varmint - Grand 

April 7 — Heavy Varmint - Grand 

July 6 — Gulf Coast Region Sporter 

July 7 — Gulf Coast Region Light Varmint 


HUB CITY RIFLE AND PISTOL CLUB, Lafayette, Louisiana. 
Contact: Louis , 932 Hugh Wallis Road, Lafayette, LA 
70501. (318) 235-8978. 
April 28 — Hunter - 100 Yards 
#May 4 — Light Varmint & Heavy Varmint - 100 Yards 

P.S. Designated Tournament 
#May 5 — Light Varmint & Heavy Varmint - 200 Yards 

P.S. Designated Tournament 
May 26 — Hunter - Grand 
June 22 — Louisiana State Sporter 
June 23 — Hunter - Grand 
July 14 — Hunter - 100 Yards 
Oct. 5 & 6 — NBRSA Hunter Nationals 
# Crawfish Invitational Match and Gulf Coast Region Heavy 

Varmint 
MIDLAND SHOOTERS, INC., Midland, Texas. Contact: Jef 
Fowler, P.O. Box 6421, Midland, TX 79701. (915) 563-4341. 
July 29-Aug. 3 — NBRSA Varmint & Unlimited Nationals 
P.S. Designated Tournament 


NAVARRO GUN CLUB, Corsicana, Texas. Contact: Robert Hull, 
Box 488, Corsicana, TX 75110. (214) 872-1868 


SAN ANGELO GUN CLUB, San Angelo, Texas. Contact: Buster 
Reed, 2409 Waco St., San Angelo, TX 76901. (915) 949-5726. 
May 5 — Hunter - 100 Yards 

June 8 — Heavy Varmint - Grand 

June 9 — Texas State Hunter 

July 14 — Hunter - 100 Yards 

Aug. 11 — Hunter - 100 Yards 

Aug. 17 — Gulf Coast Region Unlimited 

Aug. 18 — Heavy Varmint - Grand 


SOUTHWEST LOUISIANA RIFLE AND PISTOL CLUB, Lake 
Charles, Louisiana. Contact: James Neal, Jr., 1203 California St., 
Lake Charles, LA 70605. (318) 477-6440. 

Apr. 14 — Hunter - 100 Yards 

May 11 — Hunter - 100 Yards (Moming) 

May 11 — Heavy Varmint - 100 Yards (Afternoon) 

June 9 — Hunter - Grand 

Aug. 18 — Louisiana State Heavy Varmint 

Sept. 22 — Gulf Coast Region Hunter 


Note: All Gulf Coast Region, Louisiana State and Texas State 
Championships are 100 Yards & 200 Yards. Three (3) minute 
sight-in rule will be used, except for Hunter matches and where 
otherwise noted. 


MID-CONTINENT REGION 


COLORADO BENCHREST SHOOTERS, INC., Morrison, Colo- 
rado. Contact: Dan Dowling, 10919 W. 59th Place, Arvada, CO 
80004. (303) 422-6884. 


KANSAS CITY MILL CREEK RIFLE CLUB, Desota, Kansas. 
Contact: Larry Kuse, 8112 W. 89th Street, Overland, Park, KS 
66212. (913) 649-7344. (NO WARM UPS; 3 MINUTE RULE). 


OKIE SHOOTERS. Edmond, Oklahoma. Contact: Dennis 

Wagner, 6821 N. W. 28th Street, Bethany, OK 73008. (405) 

495-2868. 

April 20 — Light Varmint Class, 100 and 200 Yards, 1:00 pm 
(no warm ups; three minute rule) 


SANDHILL RIFLE AND PISTOL CLUB, Great Bend, Kansas. 
Contact: Steve Ochs, 3023 17th, Great Bend, KS 67530. (316) 
792-2245. 


SPRINGFIELD RIFLE CLUB, Springfield, Missouri. Contact: Mike 
Bishop, 409 South Avenue, Springfield, MO 65806. (417) 
865-5790. 


TULSA BENCHREST CLUB, Skiatook, Oklahoma. Contact: 
Wayne Blackketter, 7811 E. 2nd Street, Tulsa, OK 74112. (918) 
835-5195. 


WELD COUNTY FISH AND WILDLIFE ASSOCIATION, INC., 
Greeley, Colorado. Contact: John Ambler, 2025 Cheshire Street, 
Ft. Collins, CO 80526. (303) 226-5217. 

NO WARM-UP MATCHES WILL BE FIRED. THREE MINUTES 
WILL BE ALLOWED PRIOR TO THE FIRST RECORD MATCH 
AT EACH YARDAGE TO GET ON TARGET. 


MISSISSIPPI VALLEY REGION 


B & R GUN CLUB, Westfield, Indiana. Contact: Bill Gwin, 2302 
State Road 38 East, Westfield, IN 46074. (317) 877-3108. 

All matches will start at 9:00 a.m. Warm up matches WILL BE 
fired. 


BEESON’S RIFLE RANGE, Etna Green, Indiana. Contact: Jon 
Leu, 860 US Hwy 30 East, #10, New Haven, IN 46774. (219) 
749-9810. 


BENCHREST RIFLE CLUB OF ST. LOUIS, St. Louis Missouri. 
Contact: Art Freund, 1038 Hornsby Avenue, St. Louis, MO 
63147. (314) 388-1352. (NO WARM UP MATCHES). 


EGYPTIAN RIFLE AND PISTOL CLUB, Carbondale, Illinois. 
Contact: Marvin Voss, RR 1, Dedar Lane 15, Carbondale, Illinois 
62901. 


NORTH CENTRAL REGION 


ATCHINSON RIFLE CLUB, Cooperstown, North Dakota. 
Contact: Richard Reiten, P.O. Box 589, Cooperstown, ND 58425. 
(701) 797-2668. 

June 8 — North Dakota State Light Varmint Championship 
June 9 — North Dakota State Heavy Varmint Championship 


BUFFALO RIFLE CLUB. Contact: L. Mosebar, P.O. Box 284, 
Story, WY 82842. 


CEDAR RAPIDS BENCHREST CLUB, Cedar Rapids, lowa. 
Contact: Ed Kvarda, 2406 Ellis Boulevard, N.W. Cedar Rapids, 
1A 524085. (319) 396-0017. 

April 28 — LV, HV 

May 12 — LV, HV 

June 23 — LV, HV 

July 28 — LV, HV (Unregistered) 

Aug. 18 — LV, HV 

Oct. 13 — LV, HV 


COUNCIL BLUFF RIFLE AND PISTOL CLUB, Council Bluff, lowa. 
Contact: Robert Dodd, 8230 Wilson Drive, Ralston, NE 68127. 
(402) 331-9529. 

May 19 — Hunter class match 

July 13 — North Central Region Light Varmint Championships 
July 14 — North Central Region Heavy Varmint Championships 
Aug. 24 — lowa State Light Varmint Championship 

Aug. 25 — lowa State Heavy Varmint Championship 

Sept. 22 — lowa State Hunter Championship 


DAKOTA BENCHREST SHOOTERS CLUB, Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota. Contact: Daryl Jensen, 615 South Willow Street, Sioux 
Falls, SD 57105. (605) 338-4118. 


MINNETONKA GAME AND FISH CLUB, St. Francis, Minnesota. 
Contact: Don Judd, 645 20th Avenue, N.W., New Brighton, MN 
55112. (612) 633-6799. 

April 27 — Heavy Varmint 

April 28 — Hunter 

May 18 — Unlimited (10 shot) 

May 19 — Heavy Varmint 

June 29 — Sporter 

June 30 — Heavy Varmint 

Aug. 3 — Light Varmint 

Aug. 4 — Heavy Varmint 

Sept. 14 — Minnesota Siate Light Varmint Championship 
Sept. 15 — Minnesota State Heavy Varmint Championship 


PRAIRIE DOG TARGET CLUB, Porcupine, South Dakota. 
Contact: Don Deckert, R.R., Porcupine, SD 57772. (605) 
288-1919. 

June 1 — North Central Regional Unlimited Championship 
June 2 — North Central Regional Sporter Championship 

July 5 — South Dakota State Hunter Championship 

July 6 — Heavy Varmint 

July 7 — South Dakota State Sporter Championship 

Aug. 10 — North Central Heavy Varmint 1-2-300 yd Cham- 


pionship 
Aug. 11 — North Central Heavy Varmint 1-2-300 yd Cham- 


pionship 
Aug. 31 — South Dakota State Light Varmint Championship 
Sept. 1 — South Dakota State Heavy Varmint Championship 
Sept. 2 — North Central Region Hunter Rifle Championship 


RIVER CITY RIFLE AND PISTOL CLUB, Mason City, lowa. 
Contact: Gary Venz, 2318 26th S.W., Mason City, IA 50401. (515) 
423-5254. 

Aug. 18 — Hunter Class 


WILTON RIFLE CLUB, Muscatine, lowa. Contact: Dennis 
Shepard, 12 Debbie Avenue, Muscatine, 1A 52761. (319) 
264-3909. 
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NORTHWESTERN REGION 


ENTIAT BENCH REST CLUB, #2 Canyon, Wenatchee, 
Washington. Contact: Bob Miller, Box 395, Entiat, WA 98822. 
(509) 784-1648. All matches start at 8:00 am. 

April 28 — Hunter class 100-200 yards 

May 5 — Hunter class 100-200 yards 

June 2 — Hunter class 100-200 yards 

June 30 — Hunter class 100-200 yards 

Aug. 10 — Hunter class 100 yards, Washington State Champ. 
Aug. 10 — Hunter class 200 yards, Washington State Champ. 
Sept. 8 — Hunter class 100-200 yards 


LaGRANDE RIFLE AND PISTOL CLUB, LaGrande, Oregon. 
Contact: Greg Bergari, Rt. #4, Box 4411, LaGrande, Oregon 
97850. (503) 963-0529 


NAMKA BENCHREST SHOOTERS CLUB, Calgary, Alberta, 

Canada. Contact: Al Mirdoch, Box 3070, Station B, Calgary, 

Alberta, Canada T2M-4L6. (403) 242-5679. 

Sept. 14 — Hunter class 100 yards, Northwest Regional Champ.; 
HV for score 100 yards 

Sept. 15 — Hunter class 200 yards, Northwest Regional Champ.; 
HV for score 


PUGET SOUND BENCHREST RIFLE CLUB, Issaquah, 

Washington. Contact: Bill Crosby, P.O. Box 125; Edmonds, WA 

98020. (206) 743-2477. All matches start at 9:00 am, 10:00 am 

on Sundays. 

April 27 — Work Party 

April 28 — Fly Shoot HV 100-200 yards 

May 4 — Unlimited 5 shot 100-200 yards, Washington State 
Champ. 

May 5 — Unlimited 10 shot 100-200 yards, Washington State 
Champ. 

May 25 — HV or Unlimited 5 shot, SP or LV 100 yards 

May 26 — HV or Unlimited 5 shot, SP or LV 200 yards 

May 27 — HV or Unlimited 5 shot, SP or LV 300 yards 

June 15 — LV, HV, 100 yards, Washington State Champ. 

June 16 — LV, HV, 200 yards, Washington State Champ. 

July 13 — Unlimited 10 shot 100-200 yards, Northwest Regional 

July 14 — Unlimited 10 shot 300 yards 

Aug. 17 — Hunter class 100-200 yards 

Aug. 31 — LV, 100-200 yards, Northwest Regional 

Sept. 1 — SP, 100-200 yards, Washington State Champ. 


SNOW SHOE GUN CLUB, Kenai, Alaska. Contact: J.E. Kenner, 
P.O. Box 311, Kenai, Alaska 99611. 


TRI-COUNTY GUN CLUB, Sherwood, Oregon. Contact: Bob 
Scheible, 23790 S. Beatie Road, Oregon City, Oregon 97045. 
(503) 632-4673. 

May 19 — HV, 100-200 yards, Northwest Regional Champ. 
June 22 — SP, 100-200 yards 

June 23 — SP, 300 yards 

July 21 — SP, 100-200 yards, Northwest Regional Chamnp. 
Aug. 24 — HV for score 100-200 yards 

Aug. 25 — Hunter class 100-200 yards, Oregon State Champ. 


WESTERN MONTANA FISH AND GAME ASSOCIATION, 
Missoula, Montana. Contact: Bill Cote, 3314 Paxson, Missoula, 
Montana 59801. (406) 549-4719. 


SOUTHEASTERN REGION 


SOUTHEAST REGION POLICY: NO WARM UP MATCHES: 3 
MINUTE SIGHT IN PERIOD AT ALL MATCHES! All will be ‘‘on 
paper”’ before the first record match is started. 


ALLEGHANY COUNTY RIFLE ASSOCIATION, Sparta, North 
Carolina. Contact: Charles Joines, Box 306, Sparta, NC 28675. 
(919) 372-4847. 

July 20 — Alleghany Invitational, LV & HV 100 yards (Sat. only) 


BUCCANEER GUN CLUB, Wilmington, North Carolina. Contact: 
Don Sloop, 3306 Bragg Drive, Wilmington, NC 28403. (919) 
799-4627. 
Mar. 23-24 — North Carolina State Championship. 23: LV & HV 
100 yards. 24: UL10 100 yards. 
Sep. 7-8 — Buccaneer Shrimp Fest Invitational. 7: LV & HV 100 
yards. 8: UL10 100 yards. 


CENTRAL FLORIDA BENCHREST CLUB, Melbourne, Florida. 
Contact: James Hare, 5700 Palm Dr., Ft. Pierce, Fla. 33450. (305) 
465-8782. 
June 23-24 — Sunshine State Invitational. 23: HV & UL 100 
yards. 24: LV & SP 100 yards. 
Nov. 30-Dec. 1 — Florida State Championship. 30: HV & UL 100 
yards. 1: LV & SP 100 yards. 


CHARLOTTE RIFLE & PISTOL CLUB, P.O. Box 11183, 
Charlotte, NC 28209. 


FAYETTE COUNTY GUN CLUB, INC., P.O. Box 212, Fayette, 

Alabama. Contact: Charles Lahay, 131 14th Court, N.W., 

Fayette, AL 35555. (205) 932-3684. 

Oct. 19-20 — Alabama State Championship. 19: LV & HV 200 
yards. 20: LV & HV 100 yards. 


GALLATIN GUN CLUB, Gallatin, Tennessee. Contact: Charles 

Curtiss, Rt. 4, Box 241, Sparta, Tennessee 38583. (615) 

761-2765. 

Sept. 21-22 — Tennessee State Championship. 21: HV & UL 
200 yards. 22: LV & SP 200 yards. 
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GREENVILLE GUN CLUB, INC., P.O. Box 123, Greenville, South 
Carolina. Contact: Ed Watson, 2404 Wade Hampton Boulevard, 
Greenville, SC 29615. (803) 244-7948. No warm-up matches. 3 
minute sight in period when you go to the bench for your first 
record match. Everyone will be on paper before the first record 
shot is fired. 
Apr. 13-14 — Palmetto State Invitational. 13: HV & UL10 100 
yards. 14: LV & SP 100 yards. 
Oct. 5-6 — South Carolina State Championship. 5: HV & UL10 
100 yards. 6: LV & SP 100 yards. 


ISAAK WALTON BENCHREST CLUB, Rt. 5 - 300 Manakin Rad., 
Midlothian, Virginia 23113. 


JACKSON COUNTY SHOOTING CLUB, P.O. Box 1936, Syiva, 
North Carolina. Contact: James Messer, Box 2, Webster, NC 
28788. (704) 586-5921. 


KETTLEFOOT ROD AND GUN CLUB, P.O. Box 384, Bristol, 
Tennessee. Contact: Claude Smith, 2325 Westfield, Bristol, VA 
24201 (703) 669-6594 or J.D. Stamper (703) 889-4329. 
Apr. 27-28 — Virginia State Championship. 27: LV & SP 200 
yards. 28: LV & SP 100 yards. 
July 6-7 — Virginia State Championship. 6: HV & UL 200 yards. 
7: HV & UL 100 yards. 


LONG CREEK RIFLE AND PISTOL CLUB, Charlotte, North 

Carolina. Contact: Larry Earp, 1029 Byrum Street, Charlotte, NC 

28216. (704) 399-1793. 

May 11-12 — Southeast Region Championship. 11: HV & UL 200 
yards. 12: HV & UL 100 yards. 

Nov. 9-10 — Southeast Region Championship. 9: LV & SP 200 
yards. 10: LV & SP 100 yards. 


MEMPHIS RIFLE AND REVOLVER ASSOCIATION, INC., 
Memphis, Tennessee. Contact: Busby, 3387 St. Elmo, 
Memphis, TN 38128. (901) 372-1728. 


MID-CAROLINA RIFLE CLUB, P.O. Box 814, Columbia, South 

Carolina. Contact: Jerry Shelton, 217 Cedar Vale Drive, Lex- 

ington, SC 29072. (803) 356-3047. 

June 8-9 — E.G. Bumgardner Invitational. 8: HV & UL 100 yards. 
9: LV & SP 100 yards. 


PALMETTO GUN CLUB, Charleston, South Carolina. Contact: 
Bruce Hillman, 6220 Murray Avenue, N (Apt 6A). Hanahan, SC 
29406. 

RIVER BEND GUN CLUB, P.O. Box 292, Norcross, Georgia. 
Contact: Joe Carlisle, 31 Swinnett Drive, Apt. C-5, Lawrenceville, 
GA 30245. (404) 962-4687. 


ROANOKE RIFLE AND REVOLVER CLUB, P.O. Box 8252, 
Roanoke, Virginia. Contact: Ted Manning, R.D. 4, Box 416B, 
Salem, VA 24153. (703) 362-8046. 


TWIN CITY RIFLE AND PISTOL CLUB, Roanoke Rapids, North 
Carolina. Contact: John Reber, 2306 Old Farm Road, Roanoke 
Rapids, NC 27870. 


VOLUNTEER RIFLE AND PISTOL CLUB, Knoxville, Tennessee. 
Contact: Nick Young, 10816 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, TN 37922. 
(615) 966-7680. 


WATAUGA GUN CLUB, Boone, North Carolina. Contact: Larry 

Isenhour, Rt. 1, Box 284A, Zionville, NC 28698. (704) 297-3963. 

Aug. 17-18 — Pioneer Invitational. 17: HV & LV 200 yards. 18: 
SP 200 yards. 


WYOMING ANTELOPE CLUB, Pinellas Park, Florida. Contact: 
John Jessip, 10900 Roosevelt Boulevard N., St. Petersburg, FL 
33702. (813) 576-6675 (anytime). 


SOUTHEAST REGIONAL ANNUAL MEETING, Greenville, S.C. 
— Sat., Dec. 8, 1985, 1:00 P.M. 


SOUTHWESTERN REGION 


ARIZONA BENCHREST SHOOTERS, Phoenix, Arizona. Con- 
tact: Nancy Miller, 7221 W. Angela, Peoria, Arizona 85345. (602) 
979-5764. 

May 4 — Light Varmint—CANCELLED 

May 5 — Heavy Varmint—CANCELLED 

Oct. 5 — Light Varmint 

Oct. 6 — Heavy Varmint 


CALIFORNIA BENCH REST SHOOTERS ASSOCIATION, Vi- 
salia, California. Contact: Dennis Thornbury, 1114 S. McAuliff 
Road, Visalia, CA 93277. (209) 732-4401. 

May 18 — Sporter 

May 19 — Heavy Varmint 

June 8 — Light Varmint 

June 9 — Heavy Varmint 

July 13 — Calif. State Unlimited (10 Shot) Championships 
July 14 — Heavy Varmint 

Aug. 31 — Calif. State Sporter Championships 

Sept. 1 — Calif. State Light Varmint Championships 

Sept. 2 — Calif. State Heavy Varmint Championships 

Oct. 26 — Visalia Invitational Unlimited (5 Shot) 

Oct. 27 — Visalia Invitational Unlimited (5 Shot) 


CARSON RIFLE AND PISTOL CLUB, Carson City, Nevada. 
Contact: Dick Cundiff, 2549 Sneddon Way, Carson City, Nevada 
89701. (702) 882-9115. 


DESERT SPORTSMAN’S RIFLE AND PISTOL CLUB, Las 
Vegas, Nevada. Contact: Alan Ashby, 605 Salem Drive, Las 
Vegas, Nevada 89107. (702) 870-1701. 


SOUTHERN UTAH BENCHREST ASSOCIATION, St. George, 
Utah. Contact: Rick Adams, 24 E. 750 South Street, St. George, 
Utah 84770. 

Feb. 16 — Chicken Shoot, Heavy Varmint, 100, 200 & 300 yd. 
Feb. 17 — Utah State Sporter Championships 

Apr. 20 — Utah State Light Varmint Championships 

Apr. 21 — Utah State Heavy Varmint Championships 

Sept. 21 — Southwest Regional Sporter Championships 
Sept. 22 — Southwest Regional Light Varmint Championships 
Nov. 16 — Southwest Regional Unlimited (10 Shot) Cham- 


pionships 
Nov. 17 — Southwest Regional Heavy Varmint Championships 


ST. GEORGE 


The Southern Utah Benchrest Shooters 
hosted the Utah State sporter and light 
varmint championships on November 17th 
and 18th, and with good weather prevailing, 
the locals had some real hook-outs, par- 
ticularly at 100 yards. 

Sporter class (25 shooters), 100 yards: 
1.) Bob Wirthlin .2134, 2.) Walt Berger 
.2346, 3.) Dave Blazzard .2382, 4.) Lowell 
Frei .2452. It was a tough class if you 
wanted the small group trophy .... Walt 
Berger’s new range record .056 was the 
one that took the trophy .... an official 
screamer indeed. At 200 yards: 1.) Bob 
Wirtlin .2674, 2.) Chuck Miller .2926, 3.) Dan 
Kinkelaar .3020, 4.) Lowell Frei .3181. 
Small group, Dean Parker .270. Grand agg: 
1.) Bob Wirtlin .2406, 2.) Chuck Miller .2776, 
3.) Lowell Frei .2816, 4.) Paul Snow .3147, 
5.) Dan Kinkelaar .3152. Grand agg winner 
Bob Wirthlin, of Salt Lake City, Utah fired 
a6 PPC, Stolle action, Hart barrel, Leupold 
36x, 28.0 grains of 322 with Snow bullets, 
in a rifle smithed and stocked by Dan 
Dowling. 

Light varmint class (27 shooters), 100 
yards: 1.) Lowell Frei .2110, 2.) Bob Bulloch 
.2400, 3.) Chuck Miller .2208, 4.) Paul Snow 
.2428, 5.) Rick Adams .2538. Small group 
was another official screamer, this one an 
.087 by Lowell Frei. At 200 yards: 1.) Dan 
Kinkelaar .2674, 2.) Lowell Frei .2799, 3.) 
Bob Bulloch .2852, 4.) Walt Berger .2947, 
5.) Nancy Miller .3298. Small group went to 
Dean Parker, for his .306. Grand agg: 1.) 
Lowell Frei, .2454, 2.) Bob Bulloch .2626, 
3.) Walt Berger .2771, 4.) Chuck Miller 
.2834, 5.) Paul Snow .2895. Grand agg 
winner Lowell Frei, of St. George, Utah fired 
a 6 PPC, Stolle action, Schneider barrel, 
Leupold 36x scope, 28.0 grains of 322 with 
his own 68 grain bullets, in a rifle smithed 
by Chuck Miller, and stocked by himself. 

In the three gun and four gun awards, in 
the Utah State Championships series, 
Lowell Frei did quite all right for a country 
boy from St. George, Utah. 

Three gun: 1.) Lowell Frei .2880, 2.) 
Dennis Thornbury .3153, 3.) Paul Snow 
.3273, 4.) Rick Adams .3372, 5.) Bob 
Bulloch .3432. 

Four gun: 1.) Lowell Frei .2980, 2.) Dennis 
Thornbury .3246, 3.) Rick Adams .3489, 4.) 
Paul Snow .3497, 5.) Bill Fazio .3755. 
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1984 EASTERN REGION 
SHOOTER OF THE YEAR 


From left: Jim Wakely (first place repeater), Phil Jones and Charles Dalessandro. 
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